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We lco m e from Haily & Lynda

T

hank you for recognizing the importance of the Fort Worth Nature
Center & Refuge in providing access to nature in this rapidly growing
part of North Texas. It is truly a blessing to have one of the largest urban
nature parks in the U.S. right here in this great city — and only 12 miles from
downtown. With 3,600 acres and 21 miles of trails, the Nature Center provides
easy access to a wide variety of Texas wildlife — including our majestic bison
herd — allowing these species the opportunity to thrive in an extraordinary
natural setting and providing our visitors with a window into wild Texas.
Thanks to our donors, the Friends have grown its support of the Nature
Center since 2017, providing more than $1.2 million in funding.
A few of this year’s accomplishments that YOU helped make possible:
•

•

•

•

Due to a fundraising effort led by the Friends, the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department awarded a $200,000 Recreational Trails Grant to
enhance trail facilities at Greer Island. We raised more than $150,000
in matching funds, with Weaver Consultants Group contributing
environmental and engineering support.
Thanks to a generous grant from the North Texas Community Foundation’s
Anita Berry Martin Memorial Fund, the Nature Center received a new
greenhouse for its native plants program, Native Neighborhoods. The
program provided 500 native plants to Fort Worth residents in 2019.
Along with the Sid W. Richardson Foundation, H-E-B, Architect
Norman Ward, and our donors, the Friends are creating a new
$95,000 amphitheater at the Lotus Marsh Boardwalk. Coupled with the
neighboring boardwalk, the Nature Center will be able to expand school
programs, effectively doubling its current program capacity.
The Friends and Nature Center staff worked closely with Fort Worth ISD
to develop “Trails to Nature,” using a published research model to help
students increase their scientific knowledge by exploring the outdoors
while learning about science and conservation problem-solving. Students
improved their knowledge as measured by pre/post state exam questions
by an average of 25%, far surpassing the original 5 to 10% goal. The
Alcon Foundation provided a grant to cover the costs of the program.

Haily (L) with her son & Lynda by Bill Orcutt

“It is truly a
blessing to have
one of the
largest urban
nature parks in
the U.S. right
here in this
great city.”

We are grateful you have chosen to grow with us, and the Friends will
continue to support the Nature Center in the best way possible to preserve
and protect it for future generations.
Your friends,

Haily Summerford
Executive Director

Lynda Gearheart
President
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Co nserve for F ut ure G eneratio n s
Ho n o r i n g R a l p h Duggi ns

D

uring a beautiful October sunset reception attended by some of the City of
Fort Worth’s and State of Texas’ most prominent citizens and leaders, the
Friends honored former Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Chair Ralph
Duggins, a Fort Worth native. Spectacular Broadview Park provided a picturesque
backdrop for guests to enjoy catered hors d’oeuvres and a program overlooking
Lake Worth.
In a formal presentation, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Executive Director
Carter Smith (L to R below: Smith, Friends Executive Director Haily Summerford,
Friends Board Members Marty Leonard and George Bristol, and Duggins)
awarded a $200,000 Recreational Trails Grant to the Friends to improve the visitor
experience at Greer Island. The National Recreational Trails Fund in Texas supports
projects that provide more access and greater sustainability to facilities that serve
as outdoor resources to their communities. The event kicked off the initial phase of
the Friends’ long-term plan for major capital improvements that will help protect
and conserve the Nature Center for future generations.
In his remarks, Smith noted that the Friends, Fort Worth Nature Center, and
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department are natural partners, sharing a common
commitment to stewardship of the outdoors and understanding the importance
nature plays in creating healthier, more fulfilling lives for Texans of all ages.
More opportunities such as this reception are on the horizon for the Friends to
introduce donors to the jewel that is the Nature Center.

Photos by BJ Lacasse
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Wa t ch Us Grow
Bis o n

I

t was a girl! The first bison calf of 2019 made her appearance at the Fort Worth
Nature Center around March 22, happy, healthy, and full of energy. Before
calving season ended, another four calves arrived, increasing the size of the
bison herd to 17. Many visitors come specifically to see the bison and, through
bison hayrides, enjoy them up close. Besides being one of the main attractions
at the Nature Center, this herd provides other benefits as well: ecological, exhibit,
conservation, and commercial.
Did you know that in 2016, the bison was designated the first national mammal of
the United States? Thanks to ongoing financial support for the bison, the Friends
are helping the Nature Center contribute to conservation efforts for this iconic
keystone species.

Bison by FWNC&R Staff
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Wa t ch Us Grow
Me mb e r s h i p

1,007
951
733
Members
Fiscal
Year
2016

846

Members
Fiscal
Year
2019

Members
Fiscal
Year
2018

Members
Fiscal
Year
2017

Black-foot daisy
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Wa t ch Us Grow
Me mb e r E v e n t s

2019

was a great year for Friends members to enjoy the
Nature Center. Four members-only events were held
throughout the year, beginning with a chilly Sweetheart
Sunset on the Boardwalk in February and culminating in front of a roaring fire at
S’mores by Starlight in November. The Friends were honored to able to offer these
events for our members and plan to host more in 2020.

Swe e th e a r t Su n set

on the Boardwalk

V

alentine’s was a memorable celebration for a special group
of Friends members. The temperatures may have been cold,
but the full hearts and engaging smiles of guests attending
the first Friends member event of 2019 provided plenty of warmth.
On February 16, more than 20 couples enjoyed sipping
Champagne, feasting on festive snacks and chocolate, and visiting
with each other at the Nature Center, surrounded by the beauty of
the scenic Lotus Marsh Boardwalk.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Wa t ch Us Grow
Ba g e ls & Bot any

with Bob

I

n an event that will long be remembered, the Friends’ favorite
botanist, Bob O’Kennon, Resident Research Associate at the
Botanical Research Institute of Texas, led a group of 20 Friends
members around Broadview Park for two hours on October 19,
discovering the wild plants found at the Nature Center. Members
were able to see the plants up close as well as learn fascinating
facts about them through Bob’s vast wealth of knowledge.
Inspecting anything that caught his or the members’ interest,
Bob, affectionately nicknamed “Botany Bob,” identified several
plants, providing thought-provoking transitions into additional
information about the insects that live on them. Anyone who
has spent any time with Bob knows what a gift he has for finding
unique plants and imparting interesting information about them.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Wa t ch Us Grow
B re a kf ast w i t h
the Bison

H

ailed as one of the more enjoyable events at the Nature
Center, Breakfast with the Bison offered 20 excited
members the unique opportunity to commune with the
bison on a frosty National Bison Day (November 2). The herd
was contentedly chewing grass next to the fence inside the bison
range as attendees enjoyed their own catered sunrise breakfast.
While members were enjoying breakfast, Nature Center Manager
Rob Denkhaus addressed the group, discussing the history and
makeup of the Nature Center’s bison herd, including interesting
facts about the origins of the bison and their genetic pedigree.
After breakfast, members tossed specialized feed pellets to the
bison and asked Rob and his staff questions about the herd.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Wa t ch Us Grow
S’m ores by

Starlight

O

n November 16, nearly 100 guests took advantage
of much-needed warmer weather during a break in
an extremely cold wintry spell to attend S’mores by
Starlight at the Nature Center.
A variety of activities entertained attendees, giving guests of
all ages something fun to do. Hot chocolate and the makings
for s’mores next to a crackling fire allowed members to roast
their marshmallows on a stick to the perfect doneness. Guests
could also dissect owl pellets to discover what types of creatures
constitute an owl’s diet, participate in guided night hikes to listen
for the wildlife that surface at night, and, one of the highlights of
the evening, view Saturn and countless stars and constellations
through the high-powered telescopes provided by the Fort
Worth Astronomical Society. Society members were on hand to
answer questions and point out the more-interesting panoramas
in the sky. This event is quickly becoming a favorite of members.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Fo r L ove of the Nat ure Ce nt er
N e w P ro g r a m s /C a pi tal Im pr ov em ents

I

t was a beautiful fall day when students arrived at the Fort
Worth Nature Center to participate in a new program called
“Trails to Nature.” The students were quiet as they looked
around, amazed by what surrounded them: colorful fall leaves,
sounds of birds singing, and an absence of traffic noise. For
many students, this visit marked their first encounter with the
natural world. With science journals and pencils in hand, students
explored the Refuge, conducting outdoor, hands-on, sciencebased activities. They developed scientific questions, conducted
experiments, and found answers through the scientific method.

Education:

Trails to Nat ure

Thanks to a grant from the Alcon Foundation, the Friends
and Nature Center staff worked closely with Fort Worth ISD
to develop Trails to Nature, using a published research model
created by Friends Executive Director Haily Summerford to
help students increase their scientific knowledge by exploring
the outdoors while learning about science and conservation
problem-solving. Students improved their knowledge as
measured by pre/post state exam questions by an average of
25%, far surpassing the original 5 to 10% goal.
Watching the students explore nature, one could not help but
smile and hope that their excitement about nature would inspire
them to become future conservationists.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Fo r L ove of the Nat ure Ce nt er

A

$25,000 grant from the North Texas Community Foundation
Anita Berry Martin Memorial Fund provided a new
greenhouse, storage building, and rainwater system for the
Nature Center’s native plants program, Native Neighborhoods.
In 2019, the program gave 500 native plants to 100 Fort Worth
residents. From 2010 to 2019, greenhouse volunteers donated
nearly 8,000 hours of time and expertise, transplanted nearly
11,000 native plants, and offered almost 1,000 of those plants to
Fort Worth residents through Native Neighborhoods.

Native Plants:

New Gre e nh o use

Adjacent to the haybarn and bison-handling facility, the new
greenhouse compound features a 26-by-28-foot greenhouse,
30-by-30-foot shade structure, and 12-by-24-foot storage shed
with attached 12-by-24-foot covered area. Other than initial
support from the Fort Worth Transportation and Public Works
Department, which provided clean fill for site build-up and a
properly graded area for the structures, all construction was
performed by staff and volunteers.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Fo r L ove of the Nat ure Ce nt er

W

ith a grant from the North Texas Community
Foundation Anita Berry Martin Memorial Fund, Friends
of the Fort Worth Nature Center funding, and Fort
Worth Nature Center staff labor, a trail counter system installed
at the Nature Center will allow staff to better manage the Nature
Center’s trails and achieve a healthier people-to-conservation
balance by directing efforts toward high-use areas while leaving
lesser-used areas in a more natural state.
The majority of the more than 60,000 visitors to the Nature
Center hike one or more of the 12 named trails that comprise the
Nature Center’s trail system. The available data indicates that at
least two types of hikers visit the Nature Center: those who travel
deeper into the trail system in search of more natural wildernesslike experiences and those who want a more manicured park-like
nature experience closer to parking areas and other amenities.

Research:

Trail Counte r
P ro gram

To date, trail management has consisted of a monthly
maintenance routine of mowing and pruning the entire trail
system. Since trail maintenance also impacts wildlife populations
and plant communities through soil compaction and alteration
of the vegetative community, detailed knowledge about trail use
will allow staff to modify maintenance protocols to better meet
the needs of the disparate user groups.
Through trail data, Nature Center staff will ultimately be able to
develop a greater understanding of how the Nature Center is
used and direct necessary efforts toward lessening or mitigating
impacts through proactive trail management.

Photos by Martin McQueen (L) & FWNC&R Staff
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Fo r L ove of the Nat ure Ce nt er

T

he Friends have made a major impact on the Fort Worth
Nature Center over the years. Due to a $150,000 fundraising
effort led by the Friends, the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department awarded a matching $200,000 Recreational Trails
Grant to enhance trail facilities at Greer Island.
Engineering firm Weaver Consultants Group provided support
with permitting and design, and the project has entered the
construction stage. The project will expand and improve the
heavily used parking lot at the Greer Island trailhead, install new
restroom facilities that are lacking at that end of the Refuge,
and stabilize portions of the banks along the trail that have
experienced significant erosion.

Visitor Experience:

Greer Is land Tra i l
Improvements

The parking lot will be enlarged to 50 spaces, greatly increasing
the number of cars that can park there. In addition, the lot will
be improved and incorporate handicapped spots. And in an
upgrade that has long been requested, a new self-contained
vault toilet will be installed at the trailhead. Both the parking lot
and toilet will have ADA access.
The project is expected to be complete by the beginning of
summer 2020.

Photos by FONC Staff
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Fo r L ove of the Nat ure Ce nt er

T

he Friends and Nature Center staff have been working to
identify ways to expand educational opportunities that can
take full advantage of the Refuge’s 3,600 acres. Currently,
only a single location, the Robert E. Hardwicke Interpretive Center,
provides the necessary amenities required to meet the educational
needs of schools and other groups, limiting the Nature Center’s
capacity to provide programming for the community.
In 1973, an amphitheater was built to complement nearby Lotus
Marsh Boardwalk. The amphitheater, a simple accumulation
of wooden benches seating 30 visitors, was nestled amid a
limestone outcrop, providing a picturesque location but one
devoid of shade and comfort.

Visitor Experience:

Lotus Mars h
Amphithe ater

With support from the Sid W. Richardson Foundation, H-E-B,
and Architect Norman Ward, the Friends are construcing a new
$90,000 amphitheater in the same location, featuring a cover and
improved seating. Coupled with the recently renovated boardwalk,
the Nature Center will be able to host groups of more than 100
students at both Hardwicke and the amphitheater/boardwalk area,
effectively doubling the Nature Center’s program capacity.
The new amphitheater will also help the Nature Center expand
its educational outreach program due to the amphitheater’s
proximity to wetland habitat. Students will now be able to engage
in programs featuring themes such as aquatic biodiversity, water
conservation, and water quality as well as existing programming
at Hardwicke that highlights prairie and forest habitats.

Photo by FONC Staff; Rendering by Norman Ward
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Fo r L ove of the Nat ure Ce nt er

I

n the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Nature Center offered a
summer program known as Camp Paddle & Cast for inner-city
youth who had little or no opportunity to immerse themselves in
nature. The program was offered through the City of Fort Worth’s
network of community centers and, over the years, introduced
hundreds of youth to the joys of the great outdoors. Budget cuts
and other factors led to discontinuation of the program.
In July 2017, funded by the Friends, Camp Paddle & Cast returned
to the Nature Center, hosting youth from Fort Worth community
centers to spend a night under the stars while learning the basics
of camping, fishing, and paddling. The kids canoe along the West
Fork of the Trinity River, camp under the stars, and learn to fish.
For many of these kids, this program is their first interaction with
nature. By getting to know and appreciate the natural world, the
kids acquire new confidence and a stronger sense of place. The
program is available at no cost to families.
This past year, the Friends raised more than $9,000 for the
program. The Friends also produced a video and podcast (click
the buttons to the right) to document this popular program and
how it helps inspire the next generation of conservationists.

Recreation:

Camp Paddle
& Cast

VIDEO

PODCAST

Photos by FONC Staff
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By t h e Nu m bers

Fin a nc i a l H i g h l i g h ts
FY19 Income - $561,109

3-Year Income Comparison
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By t h e Nu m bers
FY19 Nature Center Financial Support - $132,059

3-Year Comparison of Nature Center Financial Support
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2 0 19 L eadership
Bo a r d o f Di r e c t o rs

President

Lynda Gearheart

Vice President/
President Elect
Catherine Mueller

Past-President
Chris Smith

Treasurer

Pete McKone

Secretary

“We all should take the
opportunity and time to
revel in the beauties and
wonders that the 3,600-acre
Nature Center & Refuge
offers. Visit often, and each
time, you will experience
new adventures. It will be
good for your body — and
your soul.”

~ Marty Leonard

Kristy Odom

Directors

Tom Armstrong
George Bristol
Dr. Ellen Browning
Lon Burnam
Linda Christie
Greg Fitzgerald
Joe Gearheart
Cassie King
Marty Leonard
Sally McCoy
Katie Owens
Vernon Rew
William O. Rodgers
Lydia Saldaña

“I can’t think of a better
investment for our
community — and our
families — than our support
for the Friends of the Fort
Worth Nature Center. It is a
gift that keeps on giving.”

~ George Bristol

Executive Director

Haily Summerford, MBA
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2 0 19 L eadership

We l co m e N e w Bo ar d Mem ber s
D r. El l e n B rown i n g

Nature is close to Dr. Ellen Browning’s heart. As a member of
the American Institute of Biological Sciences and with a Ph.D. in
quantitative biology (ecology emphasis), she has imparted her
love of ecology, environmental science, and biology to countless
students during a varied teaching career that has stretched from
2002 to the present. Browning began her career at Fort Worth’s
Nolan Catholic High School. There, she instructed and mentored
students in the longest-running high school ecology program in
the United States. Her expertise led to higher education, with stints
at Tarrant County College and, now, Western Governors University
as a course mentor in natural science. Browning has a deep love
for the Fort Worth Nature Center and has shared that enthusiasm
with the next generation through many ecology field trips.

G re g Fi t zg e ra l d

Since 1985, attorney Greg Fitzgerald has represented his clients
as a trial lawyer in personal injury, workers compensation, and
insurance bad faith litigation cases. He currently heads his
own firm, The Law Offices of Greg Fitzgerald, PC, and joined
The Messina Law Firm, PC, in 2016 as “Of Counsel.” He was
recognized in 2017 as one of the Top 100 Lawyers in America.
Fitzgerald is a member of multiple professional organizations
and serves in numerous community groups, including the
Crown of Life Lutheran Church, Colorado Trail Foundation,
Catholic Charities Fort Worth, SafeHaven of Tarrant County, and
Petroleum Club Fort Worth. In 2017, he climbed the summit of
Mt. Kilimanjaro. As an avid outdoorsman, hiker, fly fisherman,
and kayaker, he is a natural fit for the Friends’ mission of
supporting the Fort Worth Nature Center.
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We lco m e New Bo ard Me mbers
Ca s s i e Ki n g

Cassie King knows a thing or two about the natural world and
our collective responsibility to and place within it. As a landscape
architect with more than 18 years of experience and director of
Design & Innovation with Trademark Property Company, she
is helping spearhead an innovative development concept that
carefully stewards the land, enhances communities, and enriches
lives. Known as the Conscious Place, this model was first utilized in
a Fort Worth development, featuring privately funded community
spaces, free amenities, and eco-conscious elements such as
rainwater reclamation and solar charging. A commissioned artist,
King has won numerous awards and, in addition to serving on the
Friends board, serves on several community boards, including the
City of Fort Worth’s Downtown Design Review Board, Mayfest,
North Texas Clean Air Commission, and Streams & Valleys.

Ve rn o n Rew

Vernon Rew brings a definite passion for the Fort Worth Nature
Center to his new role as a board member. He can proudly
attest that he visits the Nature Center almost weekly. An attorney
with Whitaker Chalk, Rew has more than 35 years of experience
representing corporate clients in contract negotiations, mergers
and acquisitions transactions, and securities law compliance.
He was named a top attorney in 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 by
Fort Worth, Texas Magazine (Corporate Finance/Mergers &
Acquisitions); a top attorney in 2017 by 360 West Magazine; and
a power attorney in 2013 by the Fort Worth Business Press. Rew
participates in several other organizations besides the Friends,
including chairing the boards of the Amon G. Carter Downtown
Fort Worth YMCA, Kids Who Care, and Tech Fort Worth.
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Than k You to Our Support ers

W

e would like to say “thank you” to the following generous donors who
gave $500 or more to support our mission to preserve and protect the
Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge between July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019.
Your generosity and passion for this magical place allow us to conserve it for the
next generation — and those that follow.

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION,
AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

$100,000+

Edward Bass
Marty Leonard
Bob O’Kennon
Elaine & Tim Petrus
Missy & Randy Rodgers

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

$50,000 – $99,999

Meta Alice Keith Bratten Foundation
Sid W. Richardson Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999

Amon G. Carter Foundation
H-E-B

$10,000 – $24,999

The Alcon Foundation, Inc.
Anita Berry Martin Memorial Fund
Norman Ward, Architect
REI Co-op
Weaver Consultants Group

$5,000 – $9,999

The Miles Foundation
The Ryan Foundation
Texas Parks & Wildlife Foundation

$2,500 – $4,999

Tarrant Regional Water District

$1,000 – $2,499

The Brent Rowan Hyder Foundation
Cantey Hanger LLP
Greene Saginaw Properties
Texas Conservation Alliance

$500 – $999

Cassco Management Company, LLC
Kroger

$10,000 – $24,999

$5,000 – $9,999

Gretchen Denny & George Bristol
Murray James
Abby & Will Rodgers
Elizabeth C. & Richard C. Schaffer, Jr.

$2,500 – $4,999

Sallae & Dan Craine
Ginger & Joe Gearheart
Laura & Fred Harrison
Sue & John Harvison
Melissa Mitchell & Michael Bennett
Tracy Rector & Greg Fitzgerald
Bronwyn & Vernon Rew
Margaret & Bill Shaw
Carla & Kelly Thompson

$1,000 – $2,499

Kathryn & Tom Armstrong
Karen Haun Barlow
Sano Blocker
Jacqueline Buechley
Kay & Buz Campbell
Linda Christie
Ramona & Michael Cosgrove
Margaret Demoss
Lynda Gearheart
Beckie & Pete Geren

Michael Honkomp
Cassie King
Bill Landreth
Paula & Bob Lansford
Meredith & Stephen Luskey
Nancy & John McClane
Iris & Ardon Moore
Jane Rector
Lydia Saldaña & Bill Orcutt
Stacy & Carter Smith
Steve Tatum
Suzanne & Steve Tuttle
Carol Witcher

$500 – $999

Madelon Bradshaw
Virginia Carter & Tom Benyshek
Alice Cranz & Ed Searcy
Caroline Dulle
Charlie Geren
Ann & Bill Greenhill
Judy Needham
Jane & Dean Peyton
Gail Rawl
Cynthia Siegel
Chris & Mark Smith
Debbie Smith & Donald Barnett
Paul Treat
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The clearest way into
the Universe is through
a forest wilderness.
~ John Muir
Friends of the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge
P.O. Box 471486
Fort Worth, TX 76147
naturecenterfriends.org
817.932.7335

