Angelica meets the bison for the first time. FWNC&R Staff Photo.

WELCOME ABOARD
by Michael Perez, Education Manager

W

e are happy to introduce two new staff members at the Fort Worth Nature Center &
Refuge. Angelica Herrera and Avery Pesek began work in November. These two part-

time staff members have hit the ground running, assisting staff with visiting school groups,
working on projects across the Refuge, and developing programs for the public. Please stop by
the Hardwicke Interpretive Center during the week and introduce yourself.

Angelica Herrera is currently a senior at Tarleton State University (TSU), working toward a
degree in biology. Angelica brings a diverse skillset to the Refuge. She worked at the Sea Life
Aquarium in Grapevine, where she presented educational programs to the public and took care
of many of the animals used in its educational programming. As a student at TSU, she served
as an undergraduate student assistant in the biology department, analyzing the effects that
predatory and invasive species have on the marine ecosystem, observing and identifying fish
species native to Texas, and performing bacteria/virus cultures and molecular assays on
fresh/marine fish. An interesting fact about Angelica
is that she is SCUBA certified.
Avery Pesek is a graduate of Missouri State
University with a B.S. in Environmental Biology.
Through her academic studies and work
experiences, Avery has the skills to help enhance our
education program at the Nature Center. She worked
for Discovery Center Springfield as an undergrad,
cultivating her skills in customer service by
performing tours of the museum and participating in
maintaining museum exhibits. In addition to leading
public programs, Avery monitored water quality with
the Lower Colorado River Authority at its
environmental laboratory in Austin. Avery enjoys
Avery Pesek enjoys a day of hiking and
backpacking. Avery Pesek Photo.

being outdoors and spending time with her husband
and dogs.

