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Dear Faculty, Staff, Residents and Students:
 
As the Governor relaxes stay at home orders and begins to reopen businesses in the state of New
Jersey, it is important to remember that the pandemic is NOT over.  The university has published specific
guidelines related to “Returning to Rutgers” and they include both social distancing requirements as well
as the requirement to wear a mask at all times unless you are physically in your own office space with
no one else around you.  (See guidelines here: 
https://ipo.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/2020%200618%20Returning%20to%20Rutgers.pdf )
 
These guidelines are not just for patient care buildings, but apply to every building, including those used
for clinical, educational and research purposes.  Accordingly, all Robert Wood Johnson Medical School
personnel are to abide by the following guidelines:
 

1. If you are sick, stay home!  Complete a self-assessment daily before leaving your home:
a. Fever? (temperature over 100 degrees)
b. Cough?
c. Shortness of breath?
d. Positive COVID 19 test in the last 14 days?
e. Close contact (without appropriate PPE) with someone who had a positive COVID-19 test in

the last 14 days?
 

If you answered yes to any questions, stay home and call your personal physician, Employee
Health (732-235-6559) or Student Health (732-235-5160) for guidance. 

 
2. Maintain 6 feet of social distancing as much as possible in hallways, elevators and rest rooms.

(No more than 4 persons in an elevator at one time.) While limited physical meetings may resume
for educational programs and housestaff or student orientation, departments are responsible to
ensure that the room set up conforms with the social distancing requirements.  
 

3. Wash your hands frequently! 
 

4. In accordance with CDC, NJ state Department of Health, and Rutgers University guidelines, you
must wear a mask at all times unless you are alone in your own office/work space!  This means
that you must wear a clean face mask upon building entry and when traveling through common
areas such as hallways, elevators and restrooms.  This is not optional!  Failure to wear a mask
may result in disciplinary action.

 
5.    Convening in groups increases the risk of viral transmission. Where feasible, meetings should

be held in whole or part using available collaboration tools. In-person meetings are strongly
discouraged and shall not exceed 50 percent of a room’s capacity, assuming individuals can still
maintain six feet of separation for social distancing requirements.

 
Questions or concerns may be directed to Rob Prodoehl, director of Operations and Administration at
prodoerj@rwjms.rutgers.edu, or by calling 732-235-6212.
 

https://ipo.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/2020%200618%20Returning%20to%20Rutgers.pdf
mailto:prodoerj@rwjms.rutgers.edu


Sincerely,
 
Robert L. Johnson, MD, FAAP
Interim Dean
 
Tom Hecker, PhD
Executive Vice Dean
 
 
 


