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WASHINGTON, D.C.—The National Council of Textile Organizations (NCTO), spanning the
entire spectrum of U.S. textiles from fiber to finished sewn products, issued a statement today
commending the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) for passing the Fiscal Year 2026
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which contains a provision that could boost domestic

textile industry sales to the U.S. military.

The House NDAA bill, which authorizes funding levels and provides authorities for the U.S.
military, includes a provision that would eliminate a statutory exemption under the Berry
Amendment that acts as a loophole allowing the U.S. military to buy textiles abroad instead of from

American textile manufacturers as long as the purchase is at or below a small purchase threshold of

$150,000.

The NDAA also includes language from the Better Outfitting Our Troops (BOOTS) Act, a bill that
NCTO has pushed for as part of a broader coalition. The provision requires the Secretary of Defense
to issue regulations within two years that prohibit any member of the Armed Forces from wearing

optional combat boots as part of a required uniform unless those boots are made in the United States

with American-made components, with a few exceptions.

“We applaud the HASC for passing the FY 2026 NDAA and including provisions that would help
boost domestic manufacturing, strengthen American economic competitiveness, and meet the
mission-critical needs of our Armed Forces,” said NCTO President and CEO Kim Glas.

“We are sincerely appreciative of the leadership of Congressman Don Davis (D-NC) and
Congressman Pat Harrigan (R-NC), who led efforts to close the Berry Amendment loophole and co-
sponsored the amendment to the NDAA.

“The Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to purchase 100% U.S.-made
textiles and clothing. But the small-purchase exemption in the statute has led to U.S. military



purchases of foreign-made textile articles largely at the expense of American textile manufacturers

who have potentially lost several million dollars per year in U.S. government sales.

“Eliminating this exemption will lead to the military procurement of more American-made military

textile products as well as oversight of Berry Amendment compliance.

“Lastly, we also applaud the inclusion of the BOOTS Act in the NDAA, which will support

domestic military footwear production.

“This is a win for the American textile and apparel industry, a key strategic contributor to our
national defense that supplies over 8,000 products a year to our men and women in uniform. The
industry provides high-tech, functional components for the U.S. government, including more than

$1.8 billion worth of vital uniforms and equipment for our armed forces annually.

“It is vital to America’s national security that the U.S. military maintain the ability to source high-
quality, innovative textile materials, apparel, and personal equipment from a vibrant American textile
industrial base. “After passage of the FY 2026 NDAA by the full House, we look forward to working
with the Senate and House to ensure this provision is included in the final NDAA conference

report.”

We look forward to working with the Senate and House to ensure this provision is included in the

final NDAA conference report.”

#H#

NCTO is a Washington, DC-based trade association that represents domestic textile manufacturers.

U.S. employment in the textile supply chain was 471,046 in 2024.
e The value of shipments for U.S. textiles and apparel was $63.9 billion in 2024.
e U.S. exports of fiber, textiles and apparel were $28.0 billion in 2024.

o Capital expenditures for textiles and apparel production totaled $2.98 billion in 2022, the

last year for which data is available.
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