AMERICAN
TEXTILES

MATIOMAL COUMCIL OF TEXTILE ORGAMIZATIONS WE MAKE AMAZING

PRESS RELEASE

NCTO Commends President Trump’s Pause on Tariffs for Inported Goods Compliant with
Mexico, Canada Trade Deal; Urges Agreement to Exempt These Imports

March 7, 2025

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The National Council of Textile Organizations (NCTO),
representing the full spectrum of U.S. textiles from fiber to finished sewn products,
issued the following statement today from President and CEO Kim Glas regarding

President Donald Trump’s one-month suspension of tariffs for qualifying imports

under the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).

Statement by NCTO President and CEO Kim Glas:

“We sincerely thank President Trump for pausing the 25 percent penalty tariffs on
qualifying imports from Mexico and Canada under the USMCA trade deal for one
month, while all parties continue to negotiate a deal to address his administration’s
concerns over illegal immigration and fentanyl trafficking. We urge an expeditious

resolution for all the parties to ensure the vitality of the U.S. textile industry.

“Under USMCA, the U.S. textile and apparel industry has formed a vital
coproduction chain with Mexico and Canada that supports 1.6 million workers and
generates $20 billion in two-way trade. It is by far the largest export region for
American textile producers, representing $12.5 billion in combined U.S. exports — 53
percent of our total annual exports. U.S. textile inputs routinely come back as finished

products to the United States under the trade agreement.



“As such, imposing tariffs on imported goods that comply with the USMCA would
only serve to harm a key U.S. manufacturing sector that contributes significantly to
the U.S. economy and workforce. It would also adversely impact two key trading
partners and a North American coproduction chain that competes directly with China
and Asia. In addition, it would further undermine the U.S. industry’s ability to make

critical products for the U.S. military if this critical production chain were harmed.

“We appreciate President Trump’s delay in these tariffs and urge a more measured
approach as well as a negotiated solution that at the very least exempts qualifying

USMCA goods from penalty tariffs and closes the de minimis loophole once and for
all.

“We look forward to working with President Trump and his administration on his
trade agenda aimed at bringing jobs back to the U.S. and will continue to provide

input on a plan to build a stronger, more vibrant domestic supply chain.”
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NCTO is a Washington, DC-based trade association that represents domestic textile

manufacturers.

U.S. employment in the textile supply chain was 501,755 in 2023.
The value of shipments for U.S. textiles and apparel was $64.8 billion in 2023.
U.S. exports of fiber, textiles and apparel were $29.7 billion in 2023.

Capital expenditures for textiles and apparel production totaled $2.27 billion in
2021, the last year for which data is available.
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