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WASHINGTON, DC — Congressman Greg Murphy (R-N.C.) met with executives at William
Barnet & Son LLC (Barnet) and toured a facility in Kinston, N.C. today, where the company’s
innovation, advances in sustainable practices and its important contribution to the North Carolina

economy wetre on full display.

Congressman Murphy’s visit is critical and comes at a pivotal time for the U.S. textile supply chain,
which produced $65.2 billion in output in 2021 and employed nearly 535,000 workers. Barnet is
part of the broader industry that is a major factor in high-tech and sustainable innovation in the

production of everything from heart valves and stents to aircraft bodies and advanced body armor.

Barnet is a global manufacturing, recycling, and trading company, specializing in a wide range of
fibers, polymers and yarns. Founded in Albany, N.Y. in 1898 by William Barnet, the company has
been dedicated to a vision of being the world’s most respected, creative, versatile and sustainable
solution provider to its customers and suppliers. The company currently employs over 400
employees worldwide.

During the discussion with Congressman Murphy, Baret executives discussed several policy
priorities that have far-reaching implications for North Carolina and the entire U.S. textile industry.

They also outlined the importance of policies aimed at bolstering onshoring and nearshoring
production, closing a legal loophole in U.S. trade law that continues to undermine American

manufacturing and gives China an advantage, and U.S. trade policy on China.

“We are honored to have hosted Dr. Murphy at our Kinston facility today,” said Chuck Hall,
president of Barnet. “The opportunity to discuss important policies that impact not only our
everyday business operations but the entire industry’s operations is invaluable. It is critical that U.S.
trade policy centers around keeping the industry competitive. In particular, we discussed the need to
maintain China 301 penalty tariffs, to fix a loophole in U.S. trade law known as the de minimis
mechanism, which allows a package of goods valued at $800 or less per person to come into the
country duty free every day and gives China backdoor access to the U.S. market, and to find a better
process for renewing the Miscellaneous Tariff Bill (MTB) which allows U.S. manufacturers duty-free

access to raw materials that are no longer produced within our borders. We look forward to



continuing to the work with the congressman on policies that help drive onshoring and nearshoring
to the U.S. and the Western Hemisphere and those that support strong government procurement

and American-made products.”

“It was wonderful to meet with Barnet’s officials and tour their impressive textile facility today.
North Carolina’s textile industry is a huge driver for our economy, directly employing nearly 40,000
workers and generating over $2.7 billion in textile-related exports,” said Rep. Greg Murphy, M.D. “I
am grateful to the industry leaders who took the time to discuss how we can expand this great

industry, grow our state’s economy, and protect domestic manufacturing.”
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NCTO is a Washington, DC-based trade association that represents domestic textile manufacturers.

e U.S. employment in the textile supply chain was 534,000 in 2021.

e The value of shipments for U.S. textiles and apparel was $65.2 billion in 2021.

e U.S. exports of fiber, textiles and apparel were $28.4 billion in 2021.

e Capital expenditures for textiles and apparel production totaled $1.85 billion in 2020, the

last year for which data is available.
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