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The StEPs-UT Pilot Program Wins 2021 AASLH Award of Excellence 

 

Salt Lake City, Utah, Thursday, June 3, 2021 – Utah Humanities and the Utah Division of Arts & Museums, in 
partnership with the Utah Division of State History, are proud to announce that their collaborative project, 
the StEPs-UT Pilot Program has received the 2021 Award of Excellence from The American Association for State 
and Local History (AASLH). 
 
The AASLH Leadership in History Awards, now in its 76th year, is the most prestigious recognition for 
achievement in the preservation and interpretation of state and local history. This year, AASLH is proud to confer 
thirty-eight national awards honoring people, projects, exhibits, and publications. The winners represent the best in 
the field and provide leadership for the future of state and local history. 
 
StEPs-UT was created in response to the clear need for small history organizations to build their capacity from the 
ground up. Utah’s museum landscape is varied, but it leans heavily toward what AASLH defines as a small museum. 
As such, StEPs-UT distinctly and specifically supports Utah’s small museums in honing essential museum 
managerial and curatorial skills. 
 
This Award of Excellence was conferred at the culmination of the StEPs-UT pilot program. The program engaged a 
cohort of seven small history museums in Utah over two years with training, individual mentoring, and funding to help 
them progress in the six areas of institutional competence as defined by the AASLH Standards of Excellence 
Program for History Organizations (StEPs). The project also developed a bespoke curriculum and expanded the 
instructor network for Utah field services. During 2020, even within the constraints required by COVID-19, the 
StEPs-UT team delivered training and the StEPs-UT cohort brought their museums into alignment with basic national 
StEPs standards, earning between them a total of 46 advancement certificates. 
 
In addition to strengthening Utah’s small museums, StEPs-UT also aligns with the missions of the Utah Division of 
Arts & Museums, Utah Humanities, and the Utah Division of State History. Each organization’s ability to foster public 
history, arts, and humanities in Utah relies on a healthy network of local partners, yet the capability to meet their 
needs is often stretched. Cooperating on a project of this scope had never been attempted and yet formal, 
independent evaluation demonstrated that the program was successful in meeting its four-point goal aim, which was 
to:  
 
1. Engage new partners and sustain existing relationships to build the teaching network. 
2. Develop a core curriculum specific to Utah museum needs. 
3. Increase capacity of the statewide field services program. 
4. Develop a viable program that will increase capacity of Utah’s museums. 
 
Receiving the AASLH Award of Excellence is an achievement for Utah, the StEPs-UT program and its founding 
partners, and for Utah’s essential and hard-working small museums. 
 
A StEPs-UT participant shared how the program has influenced their work by saying “Thank you and your team for 
professional leadership over the past two years. We have gained knowledge, skills and strategies for almost every 
aspect of running our museum. We truly appreciate your time, expertise and patience with all of us.” 
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The AASLH awards program was initiated in 1945 to establish and encourage standards of excellence in the 
collection, preservation, and interpretation of state and local history throughout the United States. The AASLH 
Leadership in History Awards not only honor significant achievement in the field of state and local history, but also 
bring public recognition of the opportunities for small and large organizations, institutions, and programs to make 
contributions in this arena. 
 
About Utah Humanities: Utah Humanities empowers Utahns to improve their communities through active engagement in the humanities. 
UH is funded by the Salt Lake County Zoo, Arts, and Parks Fund, the State of Utah, and the National Endowment for the Humanities, and 
through gifts from individuals, foundations, and corporations. Each year, Utah Humanities supports hundreds of educational and cultural 
programs throughout Utah. For more information, visit www.utahhumanities.org. 
 
About the Utah Division of Arts & Museums: Utah Arts & Museums seeks to advance Utahns’ quality of life through arts and museum 
experiences and cultural opportunities. We offer professional development opportunities and grants to our constituents. We serve schools, local 
arts agencies, organizations, community centers, performing groups, museums, and individuals across Utah. For more information, visit 
https://artsandmuseums.utah.gov/. 
 
About the Division of State History: preserves and shares Utah's past for present and future generations. For more information, visit 
https://history.utah.gov/. 

 
About the American Association for State and Local History: The American Association for State and Local History is a not-for-profit 
professional organization of individuals and institutions working to preserve and promote history. From its headquarters in Nashville, 
Tennessee, AASLH provides leadership, service, and support for its members who preserve and interpret state and local history in order to 
make the past more meaningful to all people. AASLH publishes books, technical publications, a quarterly magazine, and maintains numerous 
affinity communities and committees serving a broad range of constituents across the historical community. The association also sponsors an 
annual meeting, regional and national training in-person workshops, and online training. For more information, visit www.aaslh.org. 
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