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Alan Bibey
Lesson: 

•Enhancing the Melody: We will discuss ways to play 
melodies in different ways as well as how to weave in and 
out of a melody.

Panel: Tony Rice: His Music, His Life, His Legacy 

Bio: For nearly four decades, Alan Bibey has made a name 
for himself as one of the most creative and technically gifted 
mandolinists in bluegrass and acoustic music. 
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Dudley Connell
Lesson: Bluegrass Vocals

Zoom Event: Bluegrass Vocals

Bio: Dudley Connell came to national attention in the 1980s 
as the powerhouse singer-guitarist of the Johnson Mountain 
Boys. He has been a member of the Seldom Scene since 
1995. Dudley has contributed his distinctive voice and guitar 
to the work of numerous artists, including Hazel Dickens, 
Seneca Rocks, and the supergroup Longview. In 2000 he 
received the International Bluegrass Music Association’s 
award for Male Vocalist of the Year.
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Sally Love Connell
Lesson: Bluegrass Vocals

Zoom Event: Bluegrass Vocals

Bio: Sally Love Connell is a current member the Blue Moon Cowgirls, a 
shimmering trio of female voices who blend front-porch directness with 
neon-lit sophistication as they sing about home and highways, heaven 
and honkytonks, heartbreak and hope. A Washington Area Music 
Award winner for best bluegrass vocalist, Sally is in demand as a lead 
and back-up vocalist, and has performed with various acoustic and 
bluegrass groups in the Washington, DC, area in such venues as the 
Ramshead Tavern, Kennedy Center, and the Barns at Wolf Trap. She 
and husband Dudley Connell have taught vocal and harmony classes 
at Augusta and Common Ground on the Hill.  They also perform with 
their own group, Seneca Rocks! 
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Eli Gilbert
Lesson:  

• Write & Improvise Your Own Licks: In this intermediate-to-advanced class students will 
learn to create their own Scruggs, melodic, and single-string ideas using music theory, 
common fretboard shapes, and ear training. We'll look at ways to improvise with 
common Scruggs-style licks, create variations, and create new melodic ideas based on 
melodic and single string patterns, as well as how to apply this information to common 
songs and instrumental tunes. All necessary music theory information will be included in 
the lesson.

Zoom Event: 

• Fiddle Tune / Banjo Tune Request Hour: In this Zoom class students will have an 
opportunity to request instrumental tunes for Eli Gilbert to perform, showcasing 
improvisation and backup. After each tune students will have a chance to ask questions 
about particular approaches and techniques used in performance, which will then be 
discussed and broken down in detail.

Bio: Eli Gilbert is a native of North Yarmouth, Maine. After seeing J.D. Crowe and the New 
South at a local Bluegrass festival Eli decided to pick up the banjo and eventually moved to 
Johnson City, Tennessee to study Bluegrass at East Tennessee State University. There he had 
the chance to perform as a member of Jeff Brown and Still Lonesome and the ETSU Bluegrass 
Pride Band. Eli currently lives in Maine and performs regionally with Laura Orshaw and the New 
Velvet Band, Tony Watt and Southeast Expressway, and Dreamcatcher.
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Sharon Gilchrist
Lesson: 

• In a Nutshell: The Developmental Stages of Beginning Mandolin!  In this video, Sharon 
will walk beginners through a process of developing technique and progressing in 
musicianship as a beginner. She will demonstrate a progression of exercises that help 
build the foundation of relaxed technique. She will discuss various stages of building a 
technique and as a beginner develops showing when to introduce different parts of 
technique and demonstrating tunes or variations of tunes that help these techniques 
take hold in your playing. Consider this the nutshell version of how to progress through 
the various stages of being a beginner so that you do indeed move onto becoming an 
intermediate level player! There will be something for all level of beginners in this class 
- from newbies to advanced beginners. 

Panel: Tony Rice: His Music, His Life, His Legacy

Bio: Sharon Gilchrist has long made her home in the American acoustic music scene. You may 
have seen her playing mandolin or upright bass, singing a traditional ballad, or performing an 
original piece. Sharon has performed with Darol Anger, the Peter Rowan and Tony Rice 
Quartet, Laurie Lewis and the Right Hands, Scott Nygaard, the Kathy Kallick Band, and Uncle 
Earl. She earned a degree in Mandolin Performance from Belmont University in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and has taught mandolin for more than 15 years both privately and at some of the 
nation's finest music camps. From 2004 to 2012 she served on staff at the College of Santa Fe 
teaching mandolin. Sharon currently resides in the Bay Area of northern California.
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Grant Gordy
Lesson: 

• Rhythm Workshop: Bluegrass Guitar: Learning to make friends with the 
metronome using a step-by-step method that strengthens our internal 
sense of groove, and our ears, in the process.

Panel: Tony Rice: His Music, His Life, His Legacy

Bio: An exciting young player who, despite a plethora of influences, now sounds 
like nobody but himself." So proclaims The Fretboard Journal of Brooklyn 
guitarist Grant Gordy, who in recent years has emerged as one of the most  
highly regarded young instrumentalists of his generation. Having spent six years 
in the guitar chair with the legendary David Grisman Quintet/Sextet, he's also 
worked alongside such musical luminaries as Darol Anger, Tony Trishcka and 
Edgar Meyer. Gordy has received attention from international music periodicals 
such as Just Jazz Guitar, Acoustic Guitar Magazine and No Depression, who 
describe Grant as: "A special musician and a strikingly singular voice on the 
guitar; one that is worth giving your attention.”
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Casey Henry
Lesson: 

• Heading Up The Neck: It's Not As Hard As You Think: In this 
beginner-to-intermediate-level class we will start with a super-simple, 
rolls-over-chords approach to playing up the neck. It is very accessible even if you 
are fairly new to the banjo. Using the tune "Blue Ridge Cabin Home" we will learn 
the elements of pairing two-finger chords with the “Foggy Mountain Breakdown” 
roll to craft a high break. Then we will build on that foundation to expand your 
options by adding on harder licks and applying the same approach to another tune 
(this for you intermediate-level folks)! 

Jam: Sing-along Slow Jam

Bio: Casey Henry has been teaching banjo for twenty-five years. A second-generation 
teacher, she was raised by musician parents, Red and Murphy Henry, who founded The 
Murphy Method, which sells instructional videos for all the bluegrass instruments, all 
taught by ear. She has taught at banjo camps around the country and she and her mom 
host three Murphy Method camps in Winchester, Va. every year. Prior to moving back to 
her hometown of Winchester she spent a decade living in Nashville where she played 
with Uncle Earl, Tennessee Heartstrings, the Jim Hurst Band, June Carter Cash, The Dixie 
Bee-Liners, Michael Martin Murphey, and had a band with her brother Christpher called 
Casey and Chris and the Two-Stringers. 
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George Jackson
Lesson: 

• Building Your Bluegrass Fiddle Sound: This lesson will cover some of the fundamental 
and essential techniques to help you build your bluegrass fiddle sound and set up a 
toolbox of bluegrass fiddle techniques that you will be able to apply to your playing 
going forward. You’ll learn a classic tune, and how to introduce blues elements into 
your playing, as well as other important stylistic aspects including bowing and simple 
double-stops.

Zoom Event: Scales, modes, and practice techniques to help with becoming more free to 
improvise

Panel: What is Authenticity?

Bio: George Jackson is a Nashville-based fiddle player who has toured as a fiddler for hire 
with bands and artists such as Front Country, Peter Rowan and tours regularly as a part of the 
Missy Raines Trio. Born in New Zealand, George grew up in a musical family and heard 
bluegrass at the age of 14, immediately falling in love with the style he started trying to work 
out how to play it from recordings and a few mentors in New Zealand! Moving to Australia as 
a 16-year-old he soon won the Australian Bluegrass Fiddle Championship and toured the 
country with bluegrass band "The Company" playing many major festivals on the Australian 
circuit. As a recent resident of Nashville and the USA George has been working on an album 
of original fiddle tunes called "Time and Place". 
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Kimber Ludiker
Lesson: 

• Bluegrass Fiddle Improvisation: This lesson will start by teaching a tune, then 
expanding on it using methods of controlled improvisation.

Zoom Event: A Fiddle Crash Course For The Fiddle-Curious

Bio: Born of fiddle-playing parents in Spokane, WA, Kimber Ludiker is a 
fifth-generation fiddle player who first picked a fiddle up at the age of three. She 
has won three championships at the National Old-Time Fiddlers' Contest in 
Weiser, Idaho, and members of her family have won eight more. Kimber is a 
multi-instrumentalist who began playing the cello, mandolin, and guitar at an early 
age as well. In 2009, Kimber founded the all-female bluegrass/Americana group 
Della Mae. The International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) named Della 
Mae their Emerging Artist of the Year in 2013, and they earned a Grammy 
nomination in 2014 for their first album on Rounder Records. In 2015, Rolling 
Stone named Della Mae as one of “10 New Artists You Need to Know.” The band 
has traveled to 15 countries with the US Department of State, spreading peace 
and understanding through music.
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Mark Panfil
Lesson: 

• Playing Fiddle On Your Dobro: This lesson will give very practical strategies for 
playing a fiddle tune on your dobro. Students will learn step-by-step ways to 
work out fiddle tunes that may be in G, D, or even minor keys. These tips will 
work for many tunes, but the lesson will focus on “Soldier's Joy” and “Stoney 
Point.”

Zoom Event: 

• Exploring Music Theory: Using music theory to improve playing by ear. Knowing 
the notes that make up chords and scales makes it quicker and easier to figure 
out a song or tune you've only heard a few times or just learning.

Bio: Born and raised in Lackawanna, NY, Mark began playing five-string banjo at age 
15, and took up dobro while in college. After graduating, he began teaching music in 
public schools and playing in the Buffalo-based bluegrass band Creek Bend. Mark has 
shared the stage and classroom with bluegrass heroes including Vassar Clements, 
Jerry Douglas, Bobby Hicks, Rob Ickes, Phil Leadbetter, Bryan Sutton, Chubby Wise, 
Mac Wiseman, and Sally Van Meter. 
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Missy Raines
Lesson: 

• Bass Licks: Bumpity-Bumps and Percussive Accents: What goes Bumpity-bump in a song?  The 
bass of course!  You've heard this recognizable lick rocking in a country groove but maybe 
you're not sure how to do it?  We'll dive into how to play those tricky muted notes and other 
ways to create those oh-so-cool percussive licks and accents that lift up any song.  This lesson is 
geared to intermediate level but is accessible for beginners as well. 

Zoom Event: 

• 3 Bluegrass Bass Players You Should Know and Why: This will be both a listening and a 
hands-on workshop where we will listen to 3 important bluegrass bass players, discuss their 
contributions, and endeavor to learn a fundamental element from each player.  We will spend 
time with the concept of listening differently and how listening impacts our playing.  Bring your 
bass and your ears!  This is geared to all levels and all are welcome. 

Panel: Tony Rice: His Music, His Life, His Legacy

Bio: Seven-time IBMA Bass Player of the Year Missy Raines is one of the most respected and popular 
figures within the bluegrass community.  Her bluegrass roots are deep and long-reaching, with touring 
and recording stints with first-generation legends such as Eddie Adcock, Mac Wiseman, Jesse 
McReynolds, Josh Graves, and Kenny Baker.  She's a former member of the Claire Lynch Band, the 
Brother Boys, and the acoustic duo Jim Hurst and Missy Raines. While Missy has proven herself as an 
iconic bluegrass instrumentalist, her newest release, Royal Traveller, (produced by Alison Brown) brings 
her into the spotlight as a songwriter for the first time. The album digs deep into Raines' family life, 
and her upbringing in West Virginia. 
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Avril Smith
Lesson: Building Bluegrass Repertoire and Rhythm Ideas

Panel: Tony Rice: His Music, His Life, His Legacy

Bio: Avril Smith is an award-winning multi-instrumentalist and is widely 
recognized as a highly accomplished electric and acoustic guitarist and mandolin 
player. Avril currently plays guitar in several touring Americana, bluegrass and 
alt-country projects including the Grammy-nominated band Della Mae; Ms. 
Adventure, a trio featuring Vickie Vaughn (Patty Loveless) and Kimber Ludiker 
(Della Mae); and award-winning songwriter Becky Warren, with whom she has 
toured, opening for  the Indigo Girls. Avril has played with Emmylou Harris, 
Steve Martin, Pete Seeger, Hazel Dickens, Tom Morello, the Indigo Girls, Jill 
Sobule, Darol Anger, Dar Williams, and John Kadlecik, among others.
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Jon Weisberger
Lesson: 

• How To Write 50 Songs A Year: No matter why you’re a songwriter, you can benefit 
from being more productive—from writing more songs. From thinking about 
schedules to conceptualizing song structures to bearing down on rhythms and 
rhymes, we’ll look at ways to organize your songwriting process that will energize 
and excite you.

Zoom Event: 

• Writing For Bluegrass: We’ll have a free-ranging, interactive exploration of subjects 
such as the history of trends in bluegrass songs, from subject matter to structure; 
how the worlds of recording, broadcast and performance of bluegrass work from a 
songwriting point of view; what the economics of bluegrass songwriting look like, 
and other topics covering both the creative and business sides of writing for 
bluegrass.

Bio: Jon Weisberger has enjoyed success in multiple aspects of the music business and 
community. As a music journalist, his work earned him two International Bluegrass Music 
Association awards, as well as the Charlie Lamb Award for Excellence in Country Music 
Journalism, while his resume as a bluegrass broadcaster includes more than a dozen years 
as producer and co-host of the popular SiriusXM Bluegrass Junction show, “Hand-Picked 
With Del McCoury.  
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Lesson: 

• Playing up the neck with Reverend Gary Davis: Reverend Gary Davis ( 1896-1972) was an innovative 
guitar master who created a different style for each key that he played in. He easily moved his chords 
up and down the neck of the guitar, and we will not only learn a song but look at the chord structure 
he created so that students can understand how to use his chording in other songs. The class will focus 
on one of his simplest songs, “I Heard the Angels Singing,” and briefly look at how he used that 
chording in one of his seminal songs, “Death Don’t Have No Mercy.”  We make a presentation and 
then hope to have a lively discussion with our zoom participants in the 2nd part of our class.

Zoom Event: 

• Women And The Blues: In this Zoom class we will present and discuss  the multiple ways which women 
have been an essential part of  blues history. Some  were home based, family musicians, while others 
were performers who were recorded and became part of our documented music history,  We will 
entertain some thoughts as to why some women became  Divas and juke joint performers while others 
played their music at home, and we’ll discuss how the situation evolved over the years. Along with this 
presentation we (will  have recorded examples and ) hope to have a lively discussion with input from 
our zoom participants (in the 2nd part of our class)

• Panel: What Is Authenticity?

• Jam: Blues Jam with Joan Fenton, Joe Filisko, & Eric Noden

• Bio: Joan Fenton has worked as a musician, folklorist, and businesswoman. She is the recipient of the 
WC Handy award for keeping the blues alive in education. She produced traditional music shows for 
15 years for various radio stations and received two National Endowment for the Arts grants to record 
traditional musicians. Her field recordings can be found at the D&E Library and in the Joan Fenton 
collection at the University of NC at Chapel Hill library. Her work with nonprofits includes serving on 
the executive board of the Folk Alliance.
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Lesson: 

• Sonny Terry - Demystified for the Intermediate player: Sonny was for certain the #1 
most famous and popular harmonica player in rural country blues and had a career 
that spanned 50+ years.  He played with Woody Guthrie, Leadbelly, Big Bill Broonzy, 
Brownie McGhee was in a few Broadway musicals and a number of Hollywood movies.  "A" 
harp required.

Zoom Event: 

• Acoustic Blues Duo Styles: In this workshop Joe and Eric will demonstrate and discuss 
the styles of 3 acoustic blues duos, Sonny Terry & Brownie McGhee, Johnny Woods & 
Fred McDowell and Sonny Boy Williamson & Big Joe Williams. They'll look into what 
made each duo's combined guitar and harmonica approach unique. They'll also touch 
on the history and background of these artists. Joe and Eric will answer questions 
through the live chat.

Jam: Blues Jam with Joe Filisko, Joan Fenton, & Eric Noden

Bio: Revered as a master player, teacher, custom harmonica pioneer, researcher, and 
historian, Joe Filisko is arguably the world’s foremost authority on many aspects of the 
diatonic harmonica and a key figure in today’s harmonica scene. Over the past 20 years he 
has had a tremendous influence on developments in the culture of the instrument. His much 
sought after custom harps are used by a remarkable roster of players and are prized for their 
superb response and tonal qualities by a client list that includes a large proportion of the 
world’s diatonic harmonica elite. 
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Lesson: 

• Blues Guitar: Slidin' On The Frets: The distinctive sound of blues played on 
a guitar with a bottleneck slide has its roots in Hawaii, the Diddley bow, 
and one-stringed ancestors in Africa. In this class, we will study the proper 
technique for holding a slide and tuning your guitar while playing a couple 
of Hubby’s favorite songs.

Zoom Event: 

• Spirituals, Gospels, Blues, and the Black Church: In this cultural session, 
Hubby Jenkins, Resa Gibbs, and Valerie Turner join forces to discuss the 
connections between music and religion in the African American 
community from pre-slavery times through the present day.

Bio: Hubby Jenkins is a talented multi-instrumentalist who endeavors to share 
his love and knowledge of old-time American music. Born and raised in 
Brooklyn, he delved into his Southern roots, following the thread of African 
American history that wove itself through country blues, ragtime, fiddle and 
banjo, and traditional jazz. 
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Lesson: 

• Blues Piano: Beginner 12 And 8 Bar Blues: You will learn how to use a basic blues 
progression in the key of C, using the C, F, and G chords. Then you will apply that 
to one 12 bar and one 8 bar pre-war blues songs. The 12 bar song will be Viola Lee 
from Gus Cannon’s band. The 8 bar song will be Sitting on Top of the World, a 
traditional tune done by many. 

Zoom Event: 

• Baking Blues Piano from Scratch: If you want to begin blues piano, whether you are 
new to piano or a pianist new to blues, we will break down the steps to playing a 
12 bar blues: simple bass lines for the left hand, and chording and picking 
melodies out by ear with the right hand. You will learn two blues songs in the key of 
C and build skills to continue on your own. You’ll play with both hands together. 
This is a fun, judgement free zone to explore and have fun with your inner music 
lover.

Bio: Judy LaPrade grew up playing piano at home and in church. She started as a toddler 
mimicking her older sister and then began classical lessons that left her strong, natural 
ear in the dust. Augusta's Blues Week in 1985 began the long road to recovery of that 
ear with a deep love of traditional Blues. This background makes her a somewhat nervous 
performer but a wonderful teacher who truly understands the challenge of leaving 
printed music behind. She has a gift for breaking things down in a systematic yet artistic 
way that blends the use of the left and right parts of the brain. 
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Lesson: 

• Blues Guitar: Driving Thumb Blues: Eric will break down the classic driving thumb 
technique used by acoustic blues masters Big Bill Broonzy and Mance Lipscomb. 
First students will focus on establishing a rock solid groove to make the thumb 
technique second nature, then Eric will guide students through his song the 
Driving Thumb Blues which adds a melody along with the thumb pattern.

Zoom Event: 

• Acoustic Blues Duo Styles: In this workshop Joe and Eric will demonstrate and 
discuss the styles of 3 acoustic blues duos, Sonny Terry & Brownie McGhee, 
Johnny Woods & Fred McDowell and Sonny Boy Williamson & Big Joe Williams. 
They'll look into what made each duo's combined guitar and harmonica approach 
unique. They'll also touch on the history and background of these artists. Joe and 
Eric will answer questions through the live chat.

Jam: Blues Jam with Eric Noden, Joe Filisko, & Joan Fenton

Bio: Deeply rooted in the music of ’20s and ’30s blues pioneers, 
Eric Noden’s percussive guitar work, timeless songwriting, and well-traveled blues 
vocals have earned the respect of audiences, critics, and musicians worldwide. The 
Illinois Entertainer described Eric as “a spiritual heir to Chicago blues guitarists of the 
’20s and ’30s like Tampa Red and Big Bill Broonzy.” This multi-talented acoustic artist 
fills an important niche in the city’s mostly plugged-in blues scene. 
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Lesson: Blues Piano

Zoom Event: 

• My Relationship With The Blues: A talk about my experiences with the blues, and the blues 
oriented musicians who influenced my playing. I will also perform some of my compositions 
that are based on the blues.

Bio: Since 1991 Bob Thompson has been pianist, and regularly featured artist on West Virginia’s 
NPR syndicated radio show, Mountain Stage. For the past twenty-seven years he has also been 
co-producer and host of Joy to the World, a Holiday jazz show featuring Bob’s band and a special 
guest vocalist. The show is broadcast on public radio stations nationwide and heard internationally 
on the Voice of America. Bob was born in Jamaica, New York. He migrated to West Virginia to 
study instrumental music at West Virginia State University, with trumpet as his major instrument. 
While in college he began playing jazz piano. After winning awards at the Notre Dame Collegiate 
Jazz Festival, and subsequent State Department tours abroad, he decided to pursue a career in 
jazz. Bob has enjoyed a long and active career as a performer, composer, arranger, and teacher. 
For decades he has played in West Virginia, and at festivals and venues around the country, 
including the Blue Note in New York, Blues Alley in Washington D.C. and the Newport Jazz 
Festival in Saratoga, NY. He has also taken his music to Europe, Africa, and South America. Bob 
Thompson’s resume includes guest appearances on Marian McPartland’s Piano Jazz, on National 
Public Radio, and BET on Jazz with Ramsey Lewis. His recordings on Intima Records, and Ichiban 
International, received high recognition on the national jazz charts, with several reaching the 
top-ten. Bob Thompson “Live” on Mountain Stage, and Smile, with the Bob Thompson Unit, are 
on his own label, Colortones.com. The latest recording by the Bob Thompson Band, “Look 
Beyond the Rain”, is on Blue Canoe Records. om In October 2015, Bob Thompson was inducted 
into the West Virginia Music Hall of Fame.
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Lesson: 

• Blues Guitar: "Shake Sugaree“: Elizabeth Cotten was a folk and blues musician 
from North Carolina. In this lesson, we'll explore an easy version of "Shake 
Sugaree," one of her best known songs. This lesson is perfect for beginner level 
fingerpickers, but all levels are welcome!  

Zoom Event: 

• Spirituals, Gospels, Blues, and the Black Church: In this cultural session, Hubby 
Jenkins, Resa Gibbs, and Valerie Turner join forces to discuss the connections 
between music and religion in the African American community from pre-slavery 
times through the present day.

Bio: Valerie Turner is a native New Yorker with southern roots in Virginia and Georgia. 
She plays finger style Country Blues guitar and specializes in the Piedmont style of 
fingerpicking. She has taught at the Port Townsend Acoustic Blues Workshop, Blues & 
Swing Week, and at Blues in the Gorge. A 2018 inductee into the New York Blues Hall 
of Fame, Valerie is also the author of Piedmont Style Country Blues Guitar Basics, an 
independently published book. Her eclectic repertoire was heavily influenced by the 
late John Cephas, a world-renowned Country Blues musician in the Piedmont style, and 
her guitar playing is reminiscent of traditional blues greats like Mississippi John Hurt, 
Etta Baker, and Elizabeth Cotten. Valerie and her husband Ben perform as the Piedmont 
Blūz Acoustic Duo and, in addition to a host of domestic venues and festivals, these 
tradition bearers have traveled as far as Europe and the Middle East to share their 
music.
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Lesson: Blues Harmonica with Phil Wiggins

Zoom Event: Blues Harmonica with Phil Wiggins

Jam: Blues Porch Jam

Bio: Washington, D.C. native Phil Wiggins, a Takoma Park, Maryland, 
resident, blues musician, teacher and artistic director, a two-time winner of 
the prestigious WC Handy Blues Foundation awards, is only the third 
harmonica player to receive the lifetime honor of an NEA National Heritage 
Fellowship. Today he is the only living player of the instrument to hold the 
prestigious honor of being a “Master of Traditional Arts.” 
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 Zoom Event: Cajun Accordion

Bio: Jimmy Breaux is acknowledged to be one of the best Cajun 
accordionists of the modern era. The accordion player for the 
Grammy Award-winning group Beausoleil for over 25 years, he is 
in the fourth generation of his family to play Cajun music. His 
great-grandfather was Auguste Breaux and his great 
aunt, Cléoma Falcon Breaux, sang and played on the first Cajun 
recording, “Allons à Lafayette.” His grandfather, Amédée Breaux, 
made the first recording of “Jolie Blonde.” Jimmy’s first solo 
album, Un ‘Tit Peu Plus Cajun, was recorded in 1991 and is mainly 
a collection of traditional tunes. His second, 
Le Chemin Que T’as Pris, was chosen as the best album of 1997 by 
the Cajun French Music Association. Jimmy Breaux and Friends: 
Live at Festivals Acadiens was released in 2008. Since retiring 
from Beausoleil he has enjoyed playing around home with a 
variety of great musicians.

Jimmy Breaux
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Lesson: 

• Cajun Cooking: Michelle, the owner of world-famous D.I.’s 
cajun restaurant, walks you through making traditional 
Crawfish Etoufee, Potato Salad, and Rice (cooked on 
cooktop).

Zoom Event: 

• Hanging Out in the Kitchen: Michelle will walk you through a 
delicious recipe, combined with a social hour while food is in 
the oven. 

Bio: I was born and raised in rural South Louisiana on a farm and 
cooking was something that I learned to do at an early age. My 
mom was a homemaker and cooked everyday. I watched and 
learned from her the ways of Cajun cooking. My culture is known 
for our great food and where there is food there is family and 
friends.  We talk about our next meal while we are eating the one 
we just prepared! I also like to bake and some of my pastries are 
served at the local coffee shop in Eunice, Louisiana. 

Michelle Brown
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Lesson: Commonplace phrases in Cajun songs: Cajun dance hall lyrics are mainly 
improvised with a collection of lyric scraps and ideas commonly used by singers 
throughout the culture. These are known as “floating lyrics” or “commonplace 
phrases.” Learning a few of them can unlock the meanings of dozens of Cajun songs, 
if not hundreds. I’ll examine a bunch of them and the songs where they can be 
found. Lyric sheets will be available from Augusta in advance.

Zoom Event: Cajun songs: We’re going to learn to sing one or two songs in Cajun 
French, with the goals of having a convincing Cajun French accent and 
understanding the lyric. The lyric sheets will be made available for download from 
Augusta Heritage Center. The method will be call and response- I’ll sing a phrase or 
line while you listen, then you’ll repeat what you just heard. It’s easy and fun, and 
you’ll learn some French, which will be useful on your next world tour. I plan to teach 
“La Grosse Erreur (The Big Mistake)” by Iry Lejeune and “T’es Petite et T’es 
Mignonne (You’re Little and You’re Cute)” by the Balfa Brothers. I’ll be glad to 
answer any questions or to help briefly with any other songs you like. 

Bio: David Greely’s French Louisiana music is opening a new wing in his tradition. 
David has taken the swampy syncopations of Cajun music and its renaissance French 
dialect to new level of sophistication without losing its urgency and texture. In solo 
acoustic performance, he sounds like two or three fiddles, weaving accompaniment 
to his vocals as if it’s someone else singing. Presenting his concerts in English or 
French, he embraces all the aspects of his heritage that a fiddle and voice can reach- 
ancient ballads, cane field blues, yearning waltzes and fiery two steps, and melds his 
ancestral legacy with his own adroit compositions and stories of the rich souls who 
kept this music and language alive.

David Greely 
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Lessons:

• Fiddle From Scratch Lesson 1: What to do first! We’ll show you how to 
hold the bow, and the fiddle, and be comfortable.

• Fiddle From Scratch Lesson 2: part two. We’ll learn how to put your 
fingers on the strings; play a scale; talk about how to play in tune, and 
get a good sound. We’ll learn to play Frère Jacques.

Zoom Event: 

• Fiddle technique Q & A with Michelle Kaminsky. Ask a question your 
fiddle technique.. for example: how to improve your sound, bowing, 
playing in tune, learning by ear, finding a more comfortable playing 
position. 

Bio: Michelle Kaminsky has been an Augusta regular since 1980, first as a 
participant and then as a workshop leader, giving her the opportunity to learn 
from many Cajun and Creole musicians including 
Dewey Balfa, Canray Fontenot, Danny and Ed Poullard, Mitch Reed, Al Berard, 
and many others. Her high-energy fiddling has powered the 
Cajun Band Magnolia in the northeast since 1991. Michelle especially enjoys 
working with novices, inspiring them to move beyond ‘scratch’! 

Michelle Kaminsky
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Lessons: 

• Homerun Pattern, All Levels (Accordion): This is a really great and easy pattern 
that helps unlock a multitude of licks on the accordion.  It's all in home position.  
Don't know what that means?  Come on in!  This will be a great place for you!  
For the advanced players, this will be a great stepping stone towards 
improvising and connecting simple melody lines with something more 
interesting.

• Pendant Je Sus Loin De Toi, Int/Adv (Fiddle): This lesson will be on a standard 
tuned fiddle. Blake breaks down an original fiddle tune from the Revelers latest 
album. Great for playing out of G position. Also has a couple nice minor licks in 
it!

Zoom Event: Cajun Fiddle

Bio: Grandson of well-known accordion builder Larry Miller, Blake Miller has been 
surrounded by Cajun music and culture his entire life. Hailing from the small town of 
Iota, Louisiana, Blake is a fluent French speaker and songwriter. He acquired a degree 
in Francophone studies from The University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He was a 
founding member of the popular young Cajun band, The Pine Leaf Boys, and became 
a member of the premiere Louisiana roots band The Red Stick Ramblers. He has also 
served stints in just about every other Cajun/Creole band of note 
including Balfa Toujours, Les Malfecteurs and Cedric Watson and Bijou Creole. He 
now plays accordion and fiddle with The Revelers who were nominated for a 
GRAMMY in 2016.

Blake Miller
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Lesson: 

• Mamou Two-Step: Chris breaks down this classic two part tune 
from Lawrence Walker. This lesson has a special focus on 
correctly coordinating the left hand side of the instrument 
throughout this tune with tips and exercises on how to get a 
“complete instrument” sound.

Zoom Event: Accordion

Bio: Chris was interested in music from the time he was born. His 
parents recall that he made a habit of waking early so that he 
could hear the "French Music" on KLFY's morning show 
"Passe Partout." As Chris approached his teens, he began to 
devote himself more and more to Cajun music and to teach 
himself Cajun accordion, guitar, and later fiddle. In 1999 Chris 
helped to form Louisiana's Kingfish, which in 2000 released the 
CD Life in a One-Horse Town. Chris has played throughout the 
Eastern and Midwestern U.S. and France with Hadley Castille and 
at the Texas Folklife Festival in San Antonio with 
Rodney LeJeune and the Texas Cajun Playboys

Chris Miller
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Lesson: Dennis McGee’s Polka

Zoom Event: Tunes from Canray Fontenot 
and Dennis McGee

Bio: Grammy Award-winning 
multi-instrumentalist, traditional music 
instructor, and storyteller Mitch Reed 
recently retired from over 20 years on the 
road as a touring musician to focus on his 
music students. Mitch currently offers private 
lessons, group classes, and fiddle 
breakdowns both nationally and worldwide.

Mitch Reed
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Lesson: Cajun Fiddle  

Zoom Event: Fiddle Talk with Joel Savoy

Bio: Joel Savoy is a GRAMMY-winning 
engineer and record producer as well as 
a ten-time GRAMMY nominee. He is a 
versatile fiddler and guitarist and has 
played and taught music around the 
world for the last 20 years.

Joel Savoy
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Lesson: 

• Drums and Triangle In Cajun Music: In this lesson we will go over some of 
the basics of being a solid drummer in a Cajun band.  We will discuss the 
basic techniques all Cajun drummers need to play two-steps, waltzes, 
blues and so on.  We will also go over the do’s and don’ts of playing the 
triangle in a Cajun jam and or with a band.  For the drum part, you won’t 
even need drums! (bonus if you do have them). I will use pillows and some 
drum sticks to teach the class and then give a small demonstration at the 
end with a kick drum, snare, and hi hat.

Zoom Event: Cajun Jam with Drew Simon

Bio: Drew Simon was born and raised in Lafayette, Louisiana, and developed 
an interest in Cajun music in his late teens. At 20, he began playing the 
accordion and started learning the words to many of the songs in his huge 
Cajun music repertoire. For more than 15 years, Drew has been regarded as 
one of the best of the “new generation” of dance hall musicians being 
heavily influenced by legends Belton Richard, Aldus Roger, Phillip Alleman, 
Walter Mouton, Jesse Lege’, and Lawrence Walker. With bands The Pine Leaf 
Boys (4x GRAMMY-nominated) and T’Monde, he has brought Cajun music 
and Cajun culture to 24 countries and 47 states.

Drew Simon
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Lesson: Cajun and Creole Accordion Basics

Zoom Event: A Conversation on Finding the 
Melody line in a Song and Establishing a Tempo

Bio: The Cajun music that John Vidrine shares with 
family and friends is South Louisiana tradition to the 
core. Music is simply part of John’s way of life, 
whether he is playing for a gathering of friends in 
the kitchen while waiting for a gumbo to cook or in 
a concert or dancehall. For 50 years, John has 
played near home in Lafayette, Louisiana and 
around the US, Canada & Europe. His band often 
features Cajun music legends and family members 
as well. Old waltzes, lively two steps, and humorous 
stories combine to make magical down-home 
entertainment. 

John Vidrine 
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Lesson: 

• Beginning Cajun/Creole Fiddle: This class will 
explore the basic elements and techniques of 
fiddling necessary to play Cajun and Creole 
music. We will learn about tuning options, how 
to ‘seconder’ (play backup) using the bow to 
play rhythmically, and how to play a simple 
waltz, focusing on achieving a Louisiana
French sound.

Zoom Event: A Conversation on Finding the Melody 
line and Establishing Tempo in Cajun & Creole music

Bio: Jane Vidrine is a musician and music educator 
from Lafayette, Louisiana. She is a founding member 
of the GRAMMY-nominated Magnolia Sisters Cajun 
Band. She also plays in the family Cajun band with 
her husband, John Vidrine, and son, Jo.

Jane Vidrine
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Lesson: Cajun Guitar

Zoom Event: Guitar Repertoire

Jam: Cajun Jam with Randy Vidrine and Co.

Bio: Randy Vidrine was born and raised in Ville Platte, 
Louisiana in a family that spoke predominantly French. In 
high school he began playing guitar in a “ French” band 
as it was known in those days. We did not call the music 
we were playing “Cajun” until a few years later when it 
became known as Cajun music. After going off to college 
and starting a family, he was introduced to Cory 
McCauley and he began to get more serious about 
playing traditional French or Cajun Music. McCauley 
Reed Vidrine recorded one album on vinyl before 
splitting up. Randy Continued to play with Mitch Reed on 
fiddle and Randy on guitar and vocals. This duo wrote 
and recorded songs such as The Holiday Femmes and 
the Knife Fight Reel. 

Randy Vidrine 
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 Thomas Bryan Eaton
Lesson: 

• Where Country Guitar & Pedal Steel Collide: For this class, we’ll be 
delving into the age-old art of imitation. With a lighter gauge string set 
he made himself strung up on his brand-new Fender solid body guitar, 
James Burton opened up wildly new possibilities for guitar 
players everywhere. One of the first things he and other pioneers did 
was to imitate the sounds of the pedal steel guitar, in particular its 
mechanical style bends. Before long, they were an integral part of not 
only country guitar playing, but any kind of guitar playing! 

Zoom Event: 

• The Nuts & Bolts of Playing Lead in a Honky Tonk Band: This class will 
focus on not only what to do when playing a lead instrument in a Honky 
Tonk band, but how and when to do it. It’s open to all lead instruments 
and all levels. We’ll talk a bit about technical things that are good to 
know, like scales and arpeggios, but also how to use them effectively. 
We’ll also discuss when and where to fill, improvise and maybe even lay 
out! 

Bio: Thomas Bryan Eaton teaches all year round in the Nashville area where he 
is in demand as a studio musician. He also writes and performs his own songs 
and tours with Miss Tess and the Talkbacks 39



Karen Collins
Lessons: 

• Country Gospel: Singing country gospel is especially fun when you’re surrounded by people singing harmony. Joining 
me for this lesson will be four singing friends to help us hear and understand each of the harmony parts. We will start 
by learning the lead part and then add each of the harmonies so you can feel how the song builds as the harmonies 
are added. 

• Beginning Harmony for Country Music Singing: If you can carry a tune and would like to learn Southern harmony 
singing, this beginning harmony class is for you.  No knowledge of music theory is needed.  We'll discuss basic 
harmony theory and guide you in learning, by ear, to sing two-part harmony.  We'll be finding the close harmonies of 
great early country duets, creating the sound that touches our hearts and souls. Taught with Arty Hill.

Zoom Events: 
• Beginning Harmony for Country Music Singing Live (With Karen Collins & Arty Hill)
• "Jesus Hold My Hand“ – Country Gospel: Along with four of my singing friends, we will be delving further into the 

Country Gospel song, "Jesus Hold My Hand" (The song we demoed in our recorded video). You will have a chance to 
learn the song and the harmony parts  by singing along with us. We’ll also talk about how we came up with the 
harmonies and how the pieces fit together.

Panel: What Is Authenticity?
Jams: “Country Jam with Karen Collins” and “Country & Bluegrass Jam with Karen Collins & Ira Gitlin”

Bio: Karen Collins is a coal miner’s daughter who grew up listening to the radio in the mountains of southwest Virginia. The 
echoes of those early country sounds resonate in her singing and her song writing.  Her songs are written and delivered in that 
classic country style on topics ranging from love and heartbreak to being stuck in traffic. Karen is lead singer in her honky-tonk 
country band, The Backroads Band, and her Cajun/zydeco band, Squeeze Bayou. She also sings in the acoustic country 
quartet, The Blue Moon Cowgirls, plays solo shows, and teaches harmony singing workshops. Karen has won multiple 
WAMMIE (Washington Area Music Association) awards for Best Country Vocalist, Best Country Band, and Best Country 
Recording. Most of her performances are in the DC/Baltimore area, but she often performs at Not-SXSW showcases in Austin, 
TX, and at the Hank Williams Museum in Montgomery, AL 40



Ginny Hawker
Lesson: 

• Why Hank Williams? Why does a young 20-year-old, classically trained 
fiddler start singing after hearing Hank Williams sing for the first time? 
What is it in his singing, in his songwriting, that still draws people to 
Country music around the world this many years after his passing. We will 
try to understand a little about the man and we’ll sing a few of his 
songs.  Lyric sheets will be in the folder.

Zoom Event: 

• Why Hank Williams? In the Zoom class, we will go into more Hank 
Williams songs, talk about the meaning of his lyrics, and sing more of his 
songs. His repertoire varied from honky-tonk to heartbreaking love songs - 
even songs with Cajun rhythm. We will not so much intend to imitate Hank 
Williams as to get to the soul of his songs so people hearing us will 
believe us when we sing.   Q&A session included. 

Bio: Ginny started Classic Country Week about 10 years ago as an adjunct week 
with Cajun Week because of the obvious deep connections in the music and the 
cultures.  Ginny has recorded 4 times with husband, Tracy Schwarz, and toured 
with him in United Kingdom, Canada, and across the US for 25 years.  Ginny has 
2 solo recordings that got a lot of attention in Today newspaper's music reviews, 
as well as a personal comment from Emmylou Harris.  “Ginny is the real deal. As 
they say in the South, Ginny is as real as dirt. 41



Arty Hill

Lesson: 

• Beginning Harmony for Country Music Singing: If you can carry a tune and 
would like to learn Southern harmony singing, this beginning harmony 
class is for you.  No knowledge of music theory is needed.  We'll discuss 
basic harmony theory and guide you in learning, by ear, to sing two-part 
harmony.  We'll be finding the close harmonies of great early country 
duets, creating the sound that touches our hearts and souls. This lesson 
will be taught with Karen Collins.

Zoom Event: Beginning Harmony for Country Music Singing Live (With Arty Hill 
& Karen Collins)

Bio: "One of the best country singers going right now is not from Texas or from 
Tennessee — he’s from Baltimore and his name is Arty Hill. He’s also is a 
first-class songwriter..." - San Antonio Express. Arty Hill has been a bandleader 
since he was 13 years old, and currently leads The Long
Arty has jammed frequently at Augusta and he knows how to help a jam session 
be fun: to help everyone involved bring something good to the table, get a 
chance to participate, play and sing their best, and make a real pretty sound. 
Arty knows hundreds of classic country songs and his enthusiasm for the music 
will make you glad you came to Augusta!
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Leon Kasdorf

Lesson: 

• Playing Pedal Steel Guitar in a Country Band: I'll demonstrate how the 
pedal steel fits in traditional country music and how the pedal steel differs 
from a lap steel and what the pedals and levers do. I'll show some intros 
and endings and a turnaround solo.

Zoom Event: 

• Playing Pedal Steel Guitar in a Country Band – Live: We'll play a country 
standard or two, start to finish. I'll lay out the chord progression and 
arrangement, and we'll discuss how we will handle the kickoff, backup, 
solo, and ending. I'll make it so students can try playing along with me 
and a live accompanist at home (muted). It will be open to Q&A.

Bio: Lynn “Leon” Kasdorf lives, eats, and breathes country music. His mission is 
to help others appreciate the elements that make early country music so great, 
and to perform this music with soul and conviction on any instrument. Lynn is 
one of the busiest pedal steel players in the Washington DC/Baltimore region.
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Jesse Milnes

Lesson: 

• Playing the Fiddle with a Country Song: I’ll teach you how to play a 
fiddle break and kickoff for two classic country songs. I’ll also talk 
about how to transfer a vocal melody onto the fiddle, and how to 
find the spaces in the song for playing fills

Zoom Event: 

• Playing the Fiddle with a Country Song (Live): This will be a chance 
to play the fiddle breaks I showed you in the recorded session and 
ask any questions you have about them. We’ll also learn some fills 
for these songs and work on creating your own.

Bio: Jesse Milnes is widely known as a fiddle player and skilled harmony 
singer. He has developed a personal style of fiddling, drawing on 
influences from blues to bluegrass to country.
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Miss Tess 

Lesson: 

• Playing Bass in a Country Band! I will discuss some basic techniques about 
accompanying folks in country music, while holding down that steady low 
end. I will focus on the upright bass, but you are welcome to follow along 
on electric if that's what you have.

Zoom Event: 

• Playing Bass in a Country Band Live! Together we will employ some of the 
techniques discussed in the bass lesson, and I will break out my guitar so 
you can practice accompanying me from the comfort of your own home. 
We'll try a few different songs together and we'll also talk a little bit about 
how the bass and the rhythm guitar interact to make the best music. Class 
will be open for a Q+A afterward.

Bio: Miss Tess has been leading her own band, performing, and touring 
professionally for the last decade. She currently lives in Nashville, Tennessee, 
making a living as a singer, songwriter, guitarist, and bassist. Tess specializes in 
writing and playing American roots music including styles of country, blues, and 
swing.
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Peter Schwarz

Lesson: 

• Rhythm Guitar for Country Singing: Let’s think about how to back up a 
singer with an acoustic guitar. We will cover using a flat pick, getting in 
tune, chord changes, combining bass notes and strum, and how to 
accommodate the vocal phrasing while locking in the rhythm of a country 
song. 

Zoom Event: 

• Rhythm Guitar for Country Singing (Live Class with Q&A): It’s hands-on 
time for country guitar accompaniment. We’ll be actively listening, 
watching and trying out techniques to play bass notes with strumming, 
setting the tempo, following chord progressions, using a classic country 
song as our template. Let’s learn how to learn together! Unmute and turn 
your video on for a good Q&A at the end.

Bio: Peter Schwarz first performed at Augusta around 1980. He became a 
regular member of Cajun Week through the mid-1980s and early 90s, facilitating 
classes for Dewey Balfa and others.  Peter was a long-time member of Steve 
Riley and the Mamou Playboys and has accompanied his father, Tracy Schwarz, 
and Ginny Hawker on stage many times and in recordings.
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Kari Sickenberger
Lesson: 

• Singing Lead in a Country Band: Don’t fall to pieces!  What does it take to 
be a lead singer in a band?  Whether you accompany yourself on an 
instrument or just use your amazing voice instrument, this class will 
consider many of the elements that go into being a lead singer, 
specifically in Country music.

Zoom Event: 

• Country Vocal Expressions: For this class, we will explore some vocal 
expressions commonly found in country music, including but not limited 
to, sliding up to notes, voice quality, tone and timbre, and hopefully have 
time for everyone to sing a lot!

Bio: Kari Sickenberger is a singer and songwriter from Asheville, NC. She and 
singing partner, Laurelyn Dossett founded the band Polecat Creek and they 
have made three records together with world class banjo player Riley Baugus.  
Kari has also toured with and sung on recordings by Ginny Hawker and Tracy 
Schwarz. She teams up with Vollie McKenzie in the Asheville band, The Western 
Wildcats, a classic country and honky tonk dance quintet.  Kari has worked on 
projects with fiddler, Natalya Weinstein and singer, songwriter 
and mulit-instrumentalist, John Miller, both founding members of the original 
acoustic trio, Red June.  Kari also regularly teaches private and public singing 
and harmony workshops. 47
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Jake Blount
Lesson: Coming Soon!

Zoom Event: Coming Soon!

Bio: Jake Blount is a fiddler, banjo player and scholar based in Ithaca, New 
York.  He has studied with modern masters of old-time music, including Bruce 
Molsky, Judy Hyman (of the Horse Flies), and Rhiannon Giddens and Hubby 
Jenkins (of the Carolina Chocolate Drops). He centers and venerates his racial 
and ethnic heritage through his approach to music and its history. In 2016, 
Blount became the first Black person to make the finals at the prestigious 
Appalachian String Band Music Festival in Clifftop, WV, and the first to win in 
the traditional band category. In the following year, he received his B.A. in 
Ethnomusicology from Hamilton College and released his debut EP, 
“Reparations,” with award-winning fiddler Tatiana Hargreaves. He has since 
shared his music and research at the Smithsonian Institution, the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston, MA, and numerous other museums, colleges and 
universities. He recently released a CD and toured internationally with the 
Moose Whisperers, a decorated old-time string band.
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Christopher Dean
Lesson: 

• Aunt Jenny's "Sugar Hill“: This unique version of “Sugar Hill” (in the key of G) is credited to 
West Virginia Banjo player, Aunt Jenny Wilson, but was also learned by Frank George from 
another source. In this lesson, I’ll break down the tune and show variations and licks that 
come from West Virginia Old Time musicians including Clark Kessinger, Frank George, 
Sherman Hammons, and Tim Bing. I’ll also be throwing in some of my ideas and variations 
as well. My goal with this lesson is to give you the tools to grow your musicianship as your 
experience and technique grow on the banjo.

Zoom Event: 

• All Hand Work: This cultural session will focus on woodworker, craftsman, banjo builder, and 
old time musician Jenes Cottrell from Deadfall Mountain near Ivydale West Virginia. 
Throughout this session, we will learn about Jenes, his life, his work, music, and his banjos.

Panel: What is Authenticity?

Bio: Christopher W. Dean, born and raised in Berkeley Springs, West Virginia, has been immersed 
in West Virginia old time music since his formative years. Christopher has been studying West 
Virginia banjo styles for the past fifteen years, learning primarily from Ben Townsend, Tim Bing, 
Andrew Dunlap, and Reed Martin. Christopher’s style has also been influenced by mentors 
including David O’Dell, Jim Costa, and John D. Morris. In addition to playing and teaching banjo, 
Christopher has spent the past decade studying the work of Clay County banjo maker and 
woodworker, Jenes Cottrell. Chris is working to document each banjo made by Jenes and also 
builds banjos inspired by Cottrell’s work. Christopher was invited to The Banjo Gathering, to give a 
presentation about Jenes Cottrell and his banjos, entitled “All Hand Work”. In 2019 Christopher 
taught the beginning banjo classes for Augusta’s October Old Time Week.
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Joebass DeJarnette

Lesson: Coming Soon!

Zoom Event: Stringband Bass

Bio: Originally from Madison, Virginia, Joebass discovered old-time music 
through 78 rpm records which he began collecting at age 6. Eventually he 
traveled to Brooklyn, NY, and spent a decade playing music fulltime 
throughout the US and internationally, concluding with over two dozen shows 
on the 2009 Bob Dylan/Willie Nelson tour. He now lives back in Virginia where 
he runs Studio 808A, a “band and breakfast” recording studio that specializes 
in traditional music. He has taught in the JAM program (Junior Appalachian 
Musicians), Music Lab, the Carnegie Hall Neighborhood concert series as well 
as festivals around the world. He currently plays with the Bucking Mules, who 
won first prize in the string band competition at Clifftop in 2012 and 2014.
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Rachel Eddy
Lesson: 

• Claw-hammer Banjo: Together we will be exploring many aspects of playing the banjo! From how to 
execute your playing with good mechanics and economy of motion to developing a style that is your own, 
we will examine several approaches to improving your playing as a whole. During our time together I will 
offer thoughts on how to use your thumb to make the banjo swing in different percussive ways, and how to 
create and maintain groove. Additionally I wish to demonstrate how giving weight to certain notes can 
contribute to nice phrasing. We will study common phrases on the banjo and learn how to vary them in 
different ways, adding diversity to the tunes you play . This will not be a repertoire heavy workshop, we will 
use a small handful of tunes that offer helpful techniques and learn them well! Being able to bum-ditty is 
required, and having experience with drop thumbing is recommended. 

Zoom Event: 

• Claw-hammer Tips & Tricks: From how to execute your playing with good mechanics and economy of motion 
to developing a style that is your own, this workshop will examine several approaches to improving your 
playing as a whole.  During our time together I will offer thoughts on how to use your thumb to make the 
banjo swing in different percussive ways, and how to create and maintain groove.  Additionally I wish to 
demonstrate how giving weight to certain notes can contribute to nice phrasing.  We will study common 
phrases on the banjo and learn how to vary them in different ways, adding diversity to the tunes you play .  
This will not be a repertoire heavy workshop, rather we will use a tune or two that offer helpful techniques and 
learn them well!  Being able to bum-ditty is required, and having experience with drop thumbing is 
recommended.

Jam: Old-Time Jam with Rachel Eddy

Bio: Rachel Eddy is a native of West Virginia who grew up in a musical family steeped in the traditions of 
Appalachian music and dance. Now based in Washington, D.C., they are known throughout the world as both a 
dynamic, emotionally powerful performer and an engaging, thoughtful teacher. Rachel’s soulful singing and 
multi-instrumental finesse—including fiddle, banjo, guitar, and mandolin—may be heard on numerous solo and 
collaborative recordings as well as at dances and jam sessions, where Rachel is dedicated to fostering community 
and sharing a love of music with others. 52



Matthew Metz
Lessons: 

• Josie-O By Art Stamper: During this lesson we will learn the great, 3-part tune, Josie-O by Art 
Stamper. We will start with the melody and chords in a simplified, bare-bones style. From there we 
will cover how to play parts of the tune up the neck to allow for sweeter sounding double stops. 
Finally, we will cover ways to play the chords and melody in a group setting.

• Flatfoot in the Ashes By Harvey Sampson: In this lesson we will dive into Harvey Sampson’s Flatfoot 
in the Ashes. I will focus on playing the melody so it pairs up as if we were playing with a fiddler. 
From there we will look into variations on the melody and tricks to give your playing a little more 
kick. During the lesson we will also cover basic right-hand technique including drop thumb.

Zoom Events: 

• Joke on the Puppy: During this session we will focus on the classic jam-buster, Joke on the Puppy. 
This tune goes by many names and was played by many old-time fiddlers throughout West Virginia, 
Virginia and North Carolina. We will learn the basic melody and chords and will dive into a few 
variations both melodically and rhythmically.

• The Little Rose- Wilson Douglas: For this lesson we will focus on the hauntingly beautiful modal 
tune, The Little Rose by Wilson Douglas. We will break down the melody so that it can pair perfectly 
as a fiddle/banjo duet. I will also demonstrate a couple left hand techniques that can be used to 
mimic the fiddle playing of Wilson Douglas. 

Jam: Jam with Matthew Metz & Ben Townsend

Bio:   Matthew Metz has been playing old-time music for over 15 years. A multi-instrumentalist, Metz is 
equally at home on mandolin, banjo, guitar and lately fiddle. He got his start touring with West Virginia 
string band, The Fox Hunt, playing mandolin and clawhammer banjo and continues to play with 
numerous artists in and around his hometown of Sharpsburg, Maryland.
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Laurel Premo
Lesson: 

• Fiddle Tune: Woodchuck, from the playing of Frank Patterson: In standard tuning, this tune 
provides a great exploration of shorter motifs, expressive intonation, and subtle variation, from 
the playing style of Frank Patterson, a black Tennessee fiddler who recorded with banjo player 
Nathan Frasier in 1942.

Zoom Event: 

• Observing Diverse Structures of Fiddle Tunes and How Folk Culture Shaped Them: Laurel 
Premo will present an overview of American fiddle tune forms, and how relation to dance, 
rurality, and the local folk culture of the players has informed tunes' overall structures and 
melodic motifs. This will be a mix between a cultural class and hands-on workshop with many 
performances illustrating the discussion. Tunes will be performed at regular speed and slow, 
with fine musical details featured and discussed with students so that they may try learning them 
at home.

Bio: Laurel Premo is known for her rhythmically deep and rapt delivery of roots music on fiddle, guitar, 
banjo and vocals. She is a Michigan-based artist who has been touring since 2009 and is internationally 
known from her duo Red Tail Ring. Laurel’s solo performances dive deep into traditional and new fiddle 
music, musically revealing a bloom of underlying harmonic drones, minimalist repetition, and rich 
polyrhythms, fully leaning into the archaic melodies and in-between intonations that connect folk 
sounds to the mystic and unknown. Premo holds a BFA from the Performing Arts Technology Dept. of 
the University of Michigan School of Music and has spent half-year stints at both the Sibelius Academy 
of Music in Helsinki, Finland and the University College of Southeast Norway in Telemark to study 
traditional music and dance. Important mentors who have helped shape Laurel’s lens in folk arts have 
been her parents Bette & Dean Premo (fiddle, guitar, and traditional song, Michigan), Joel Mabus 
(clawhammer banjo, Michigan), Arto Järvelä (fiddle, Finland), and Ånon Egeland (fiddle, Norway). 
Alongside several continuing music projects, she is active in organizing community events that connect 
people with folk art and dance.
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Annie Stroud
Lesson: 

• WV Tunes in calico/ black mountain rag tuning: In this lesson we'll take a look at a 
few tunes in Calico tuning (AEAC#) from West Virginia Fiddler Burl Hammons.  This 
lesson will be a great chance to explore alternate tunings (if you haven't already!) and 
pick up some new tunes. We'll work on The Piney Woods and Three Forks of Cheat. 

Zoom Event: 

• Old-Time Fiddle Repertoire Session: I'll plan to go through some WV Tune repertoire 
and depending on time, may break a tune down a little more slowly for folks to learn.

Bio: Originally from Greenbrier County, West Virginia, Annie grew up surrounded by 
traditional music and dance.  She got her first taste of old-time and Irish music traditions 
from Suite Contra Band, the Lewisburg dance band her parents played in throughout her 
childhood.   Though trained classically starting at age 9, she fell in love with old-time music 
and dance through regional folk festivals(like Augusta!). She played fiddle with the Seaside 
Farmers in Homer, Alaska, and after returning to West Virginia formed The Allegheny 
Hellbenders which continues to play square dances and shows around WV, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. The Allegheny Hellbenders released their debut album, Mud Between the 
Toes, in 2019. Annie had the opportunity to spend a year with Doug Van Gundy as a WV 
Folklife Apprentice focusing on the fiddle tunes and styles of West Virginia's Greenbrier 
Valley, specifically the playing and repertoire of Mose Coffman, Lee Hammons, Henry 
Reed, and the Hammons Family. She currently resides in Charleston, West Virginia.
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Ben Townsend
Lesson: 

• Introductory Ideas In Cross Tuning: In this class we will examine similarities and 
differences between GDGD "cross” tuning and standard GDAE tuning.  We 
will talk about different keys that cross tunes pop up in and I’ll  be breaking 
down several popular tunes so you can come out with plenty to work on until 
we see each other again.

Zoom Event: 

• Basic Concepts for Improvising and Varying a Skeleton Melody: "It's All About 
the Ear“: In this class we will talk about common ideas used to vary a skeleton 
melody in hopes to take players from repeating the bare bones of the tune to 
improvising and combining musical ideas to have a more dynamic, nuanced 
take.  This class will focus on banjo and fiddle, but will explore the role of 
melody in solo, duo and band forms so may be interesting to rhythm 
instrumentalists as well.  Let’s dig a little deeper!

Jam: Jam with Ben Townsend & Matt Metz

Bio: Ben Townsend grew up in Romney, WV, and has studied old-time music 
extensively on both banjo and fiddle, traveling the world spreading his take on West 
Virginia old-time music.
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Hunter Walker
Lesson:  Mountain Dulcimer with Hunter Walker

Zoom Event: Coming Soon!

Bio: Hunter Walker is one of the younger generation of musicians 
dedicated to playing and teaching traditional mountain music. He’s a 
native of Beckley, West Virginia, is a frequent and in-demand instructor at 
prestigious traditional music camps, and has performed at prestigious 
venues such as Theatre West Virginia, the Vandalia Gathering, and 
Mountain Stage.
 
While proficient at guitar and mandolin, he is best known for his virtuosity 
and innovation on the mountain dulcimer and the banjo. His skill on the 
dulcimer has merited him the title (five times!) West Virginia State 
dulcimer Champion, West Virginia State banjo champion, three-time 
Galax Old Fiddlers’ Convention Dulcimer Champion, Mid-Eastern 
Regional Dulcimer Champion, as well as numerous other first-place 
finishes at other Fiddlers’ Conventions.
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Harry Appelman
Lesson: 

• Alternate Harmonic Pathways Through Tunes (And Other Learning 
Strategies) (Any Instrument): It's important -- and very useful -- to know 
different harmonic pathways through a tune. To learn these, we need to 
simplify the tune -- find the underlying structure -- and be able to recognize 
common harmonic patterns. We will explore alternate pathways through the 
12-bar blues progression, as well as through a few standard tunes, and 
identify some common harmonic patterns. We'll also discuss some 
strategies for memorizing the unique elements of a song.

Zoom Event: Barry Harris’s 6th Diminished Scale (Piano) and Q&A on the 
Alternative Harmonic Pathways Video (Any Instrument)

Bio: Jazz pianist and educator Harry Appelman has performed on concert stages 
on five continents. Appelman leads the latin jazz group Duende Quartet, and has 
played frequently with Palmetto recording artists Rumba Club. He has performed 
in concert with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra under the direction of Darren 
Atwater, and the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra with guest soloist Branford 
Marsalis. He has also resided and performed in Boston and New York City -- 
where he played with numerous creative and respected groups, ranging from 
trumpeter Scott Wendholt's quartet to vocalist Dakota Staton's trio.
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Wes Crawford
Lesson: 

• Swingin’ & Hittin’: In this lesson we will discuss Swing concepts in general, 
basic Swing rhythms on the drumset, and how to catch accents ("hits") in 
the song without losing the groove. Open to all instrumentalists. 
Beginner/Intermediate

Zoom Event: 

• Swingin’ & Hittin’ & Improvisin’: In this session we will go over concepts 
and answer questions from my video Lesson, "Swingin' and Hittin' " and 
then work on Improvising on drumset within the Swing setting. Most 
material will be applicable to any instrument. 

Bio: After touring internationally with Jazz/R&B song stylist Jane L. Powell for 
eleven years, Wes settled with his family in the Washington, D.C. area in 1992 as 
an independent artist on drumset and percussion where he has performed 
and/or recorded with talented groups including Dave Detwiler’s White House 
Band, Bay Jazz Project, Ron Holloway, Shahin & Sepehr, Humayun Khan and 
Beyond Worlds, Eva Cassidy, Daryl Davis, Squeeze Bayou, Zydeco Crayz, and 
numerous others.  Wes teaches drumming privately and at Goucher College and 
served as President and Vice-President of the MD/DE Chapter of the Percussive 
Arts Society from 2005-2014. 
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Ralph Gordon
Lesson: 

• Walking the Bass: In this lesson using the twelve bar blues in F, we will be 
looking at different approaches and concepts to create walking bass lines. 
These studies by different bassists will start you from the beginning to 
creating marvelous rich bass lines with rhythmic emphasis. It’s a great way 
to make strides in your walking.

Zoom Event: 

• Swing Bass: In the lesson “Walking the Bass”, we got the notes to play 
some great lines. This would be the follow up for any questions about the 
material in the video. This session will also focus on right hand technique. 
The shape of the notes (attack, bloom , decay) gives the right feel and 
flavor to the music that being played and with the rhythmic tensioning 
(ahead/behind the beat) puts it in the pocket. Time permitting, other bass 
questions would be welcomed.

Bio: A uniquely versatile musician, Ralph Gordon brings 45 years of musical 
experience to the bass and cello in the genres of Blues, Swing, Jazz, Klezmer, 
Folk, Bluegrass, Country, and many others. Classically trained in music 
studies at West Virginia University and the Manhattan School of Music, Ralph 
went on to do a stint with the New Jersey Symphony and tour with Fred 
Waring & The Pennsylvanians. When it comes to knowing and holding down 
the bottom, Ralph is on top!!!
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Seth Kibel
Lesson: 

• You Can't LEARN How To Swing—I'm Going To Teach You How To Swing: With enthusiasm and 
levity, Seth will go over the basic rhythmic principles that underlie all music that "swings."  
We'll discuss the math, the notation, the feel, and those intangible qualities that often seem 
elusive to all but the most advanced players.  This session will be accessible to the musically 
literate as well as the "ear mavens," and is suitable for all instrumentalists and vocalists, 
although horn players might find it extra enjoyable.

Zoom Events: 

• Unsung Heroes of Jazz History: With classic recordings and rare video clips, Seth will engage 
participants in a robust discussion about the lives and careers of a number of jazz and swing 
greats who, to this day, don't receive the proper credit to which they are due.  Slated for 
inclusion are such should-be legends as Fletcher Henderson, Willie "The Lion" Smith, Buster 
Bailey, Billy Strayhorn, Lillian Hardin (Armstrong), and more!

• FUNdamentals of Swing: It's a well-proven scientific fact that Seth Kibel is the least intimidating 
music instructor that ever walked the earth.  So if you've ever wanted to dip your toes into the 
world of swing music, but trepidation got the better of you, this is your chance!  No matter 
what your chosen instrument, no matter what your musical background, no matter what degree 
of musical literacy you have, you will finish this session with a basic understanding of what 
swing music is and how to start playing it.  There will be no shame, no judgement, no scorn, 
and, most importantly, no even 8th notes ANYWHERE in this session.

Panel: What Is Authenticity? 

Bio: Seth Kibel is one of the Mid-Atlantic's premier woodwind specialists, working with some of the 
best bands in jazz, swing, and more.  Wowing audiences on saxophone, clarinet, and flute, Seth has 
made a name for himself in the Washington/Baltimore region, and beyond. He is the leader, 
clarinetist, and composer for The Alexandria Kleztet, a genre-bending klezmer band he founded in 
the Baltimore/Washington area.
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Jesse McBee
Lesson: 

• Theft in Improvisation - How to Steal from Your Favorite Artists: This lesson 
will highlight how to approach the daunting task of transcribing ideas from 
your favorite artists (and sharing some of my favorite along the way), as well 
as how to use those ideas to fuel your practice, and ultimately incorporate 
those ideas into your own improvisations.

Zoom Event: 

• Contrafacts: What They Are, Classic Examples, And How To Make Your 
Own! This session will explain contrafacts and how they shaped swing and 
jazz standards. We will listen to and look at classic examples, and then 
discuss how to develop and apply musical "language" to make your own!

Bio: Jesse McBee is a jazz trumpet player currently based in Omaha, NE. He 
graduated from West Virginia University with a Bachelor of Music in Jazz 
Studies, the University of Louisville with a Master of Music in Jazz Performance 
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a Doctorate of Musical Arts. 
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Tom Mitchell
Lesson: Swing

• Swing Guitar- Three Notes and the Truth: In this class I will show you how to 
use 3 note chord shapes to have some fun and be creative with the chord 
changes that you can use in a couple of well-known swing standards. Guitar 
players have made great use of these shapes to play rhythm guitar for 
Swing, Jump Blues and Western Swing  from the 20s to the present and 
they are an important part of getting a handle on playing in these styles.

Zoom Event: 

• Three Notes and the Truth Live: This class will be a Q&A to help tackle any 
trouble areas or follow-up questions from the video lesson. 

Bio: Tom Mitchell’s guitar playing is rooted in the styles of the 1920s and ’30s 
jazz, western swing, country blues, and old-time music. Ten years of playing 
with the legendary Dan Hicks & His Hot Licks took him around the world and 
led to the recording of two acclaimed CDs including Beatin’ the Heat, which 
featured guest appearances by Bette Midler, Ricki Lee Jones, Tom Waits, Elvis 
Costello, and Brian Setzer. His work with Ann Savoy and her 
Sleepless Knights led to a movie soundtrack spot and producer credits for the 
Sony picture All the King’s Men. He makes his home in Baltimore where he can 
be seen playing with some great players and bands including the Blue Rhythm 
Boys and The Redwine Jazz Trio.
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Darden Purcell
Lesson: 

• Jazz Singing: From Zero To Gigbook (Part III): Storytelling through ballads. 
Interpreting ballad melodies, verses, elastic and conversational phrasing 
and emoting for the best possible performance.

Zoom Event: 

• Melody Makers and Lyric Shapers- This zoom session will discuss some of 
our most famous Jazz singers, their history and quintessential performances.

Bio: Darden Purcell, a Washington D.C. based jazz vocalist, is an active 
featured soloist with symphony orchestras, big bands and small ensembles, 
band leader and vocal instructor. She is currently Jazz Department Head at 
George Mason, VA.
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Marv Reitz
Lesson: 

• Navigating Jam Session By Rapid Chord Recognition: One of the 
difficulties novices face in jam sessions is not understanding and 
anticipating chord patterns. This course is intended to help rapid 
recognition of chord patterns and song structures to help make it easier to 
participate in jam sessions, where some of the tunes may be unfamiliar. 
We may cover simplified guitar chord fingerings and chord equivalents for 
guitar, but all instrumentalists are welcome.

Jams: “Slow Jam with Marv & Kathy Reitz” and “Swing Jam with Marv & 
Kathy Reitz”

Bio:  Marv Reitz was warned by his music teacher father not to be a jack of all 
trades and a master of none. But Marv decided he’d rather not be a jack of 
one either. He plays sax, clarinet, guitar, steel guitar, and sings. Last year 
marked more 25 years at Augusta and 20 on the faculty. A molecular 
biologist/virologist by day, Marv has been on the Washington, DC, music 
scene for 45 years. He was an original member of Doc Scantlin’s Imperial 
Palms Orchestra and now leads the Paramount Jazz Orchestra, a 10 piece’20s 
and ‘30s band, and Swing Underground, a 17-piece swing big band. He also 
plays with the Big Bang Big Band and the Buffalo Nickle Band, a western 
swing-oriented sextet. He and his wife share a vast repertoire of music. He 
can be heard with the Sunshine Skiffle Band on Rounder and on Patuxent 
Music with the Buffalo Nickel Band and Razz’em Jazz’em.
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Kathy Reitz
Lesson: Tips and Tricks for Ukulele: KIds, try this at home!

Jams: “Slow Jam with Marv & Kathy Reitz” and “Swing Jam with Marv & Kathy 
Reitz”

Bio: Kathy has attended Augusta for over 25 years. She plays a big bass and a 
little uke. She appears on The Zombies of Swing (Swing Cat Records, recorded 
at Augusta with Paul Anastasio and other swing faculty in 1992), Home by Miss 
Tess, Razz’em Jazz’em’s album on Patuxent, and a small variety of other 
people’s recordings. She freelances around DC and plays in most of the same 
bands as her music and life partner, Marv Reitz. These include the Buffalo 
Nickel Band, Paramount Jazz Orchestra, Big Bang Swing Band, Swing 
Underground, and Sunshine Skiffle Band. Besides playing with Marv, Kathy’s 
favorite people to play with are her friends from Augusta.
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Lesson: 

• Unaccompanied Appalachian Ballads: I grew up in a small community in 
western North Carolina where singing was as natural as breathing. My older 
relatives, Dellie Chandler Norton, Berzilla Wallin, Cas Wallin, Inez Chandler, 
Dillard Chandler and Evelyn Ramsey called the songs they sang ʻlove songsʼ 
even though they often ended in tragedy - Barbary Allen, Little Margaret, 
Young Hunting and Black is the Color, to name a few. Iʼll sing the songs the 
way I learned them and talk about the ornamentation - the way my family 
members bent and held notes and this little ʻsighʼ they put on the last word at 
the end of certain lines. I would like to offer you the words, tunes, 
conversation and some of the ʻflavorʼ of learning these ballads in much the 
same way I learned

Zoom Event: 

• "A nest of singing birds” - Cecil Sharp’s collection, the singers and their 
songs. During the summer and early fall months of 1916 -1918, the renowned 
English folklorist and collector, Cecil Sharp, spent a total of 46 weeks in the 
southern Appalachian mountains locating and recording singers who sang 
what he called, “English Folk-Songs.” Fourteen and a half weeks were spent 
in Madison County, NC which he referred to as “The Laurel Country” where he 
collected 231 “love songs.” Of the Laurel Country he said, “I found myself for 
the first time in my life in a community in which singing was as common and 
almost as universal a practice as speaking.” The majority of the singers were 
my relatives - from my great-great Aunt Mary Sands, he collected 25 love 
songs, from Mrs. Ruben (Clora) Hensley, 26 songs and Mrs. Tom (Ona) Rice, 18 
songs. They were first cousins to both my grandmothers. I'll be sharing my 
family's thoughts, conversations and the Book - English Folksongs of the 
Southern Appalachians. I promise it'll be interesting and entertaining as my 
family were pretty outspoken. I'll also talk a bit about what the collectors 
who followed after Sharp found in what they all called, "The Laurel Country." 
Looking forward to seeing all y'all

Bio: Sheila Kay grew up in a small community in North Carolina where singing was 
as natural as breathing. Her older relatives called the songs they sang ʻlove songs,
ʼ though they often ended in tragedy. She’ll provide words to many songs the way 
she learned them, and give tips on ornamentation.

Sheila Kay Adams
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Lesson: 

• If You Can Talk You Can Sing: Sacred Songs from Ghana & 
South Africa: Join us as we learn exciting songs from Ghana 
and South Africa. These sacred songs celebrate life, faith, 
spirit and community, and are enjoyed by people 
throughout the world. We will learn the lyrics, sing the 
melodies, and move and dance with joy. All are welcome.

Zoom Event: 

• Oh Freedom!; Music of the Civil Rights Movement: Join us 
as we sing freedom songs that emerged during the Civil 
Rights Movement, 1940s-1960s.  Recognizing the context 
out of which these songs emerged, we will sing songs that 
have become a clarion call in the struggle for civil rights, 
freedom and equity. Spirituals, folk songs, gospel, and 
other genres were created and sung as people marched, 
protested, and brought light to the inequities and cruelties 
that were being experienced by African American people 
and their communities, such as Jim Crow laws, lynchings, 
bombings, beatings and voter suppression. Today, as the 
movement continues, and as people all over the United 
States and other parts of the world join the ongoing 
struggle for civil rights and equity, these freedom songs 
continue to inspire, empower and connect us all. 

Bio: Dr. Kathy Bullock is an educator, scholar, singer, 
accompanist, arranger and choral conductor who specializes in 
gospel music, spirituals and classical works by composers from 
the African diaspora.  A Professor Emerita of Music from Berea 
College, Berea, Kentucky, she currently teaches, performs, and 
conducts workshops and other programs on African American 
music throughout the United States, Europe, and Africa.

Kathy Bullock
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Lesson: 

• Bare Bones presents: Felice and Boudleaux Bryant in A Cappella 
Harmony All I Have to Do is Dream

Zoom Event:

• Bare Bones presents: Classic A Cappella Old-Time Gospel Harmonies 
Deconstructing, Reconstructing “Beautiful,” by B. E. Warren, 1897

Bios:

• Dock Cutlip discovered Augusta more than 20 years ago as a student of 
Irish music, then met Bill and Becky, who discovered his amazing talents 
as a singer and guitarist. Dock grew up singing with his family in 
rural Pocahontas County, WV, where they lived a 19th-century lifestyle 
that had music near its center. He owes his broad song repertoire to a 
short-wave radio.

• Bill Kimmons grew up singing choral music and doing theatre in North 
Carolina. When he landed in West Virginia in 1976, he discovered 
old-time music, and has been lending a solid bass line to many a jam 
since. He and Becky did singing tours of Ireland twice, in 2001 with the 
Bing Brothers Band, and again in 2004 through the Irish-American Folk 
Park.

• Becky Kimmons grew up at her Primitive Baptist grandmother’s knee, so 
is well versed in the keening acapella style of Hazel Dickens, also of WV 
Primitive Baptist heritage. She and that same grandmother listened 
together to hours of radio music, giving Becky a grounding in genres of 
pop, blues, jazz, and country. She loves and does them all.

-BARE BONES-
Dock Cutlip

Becky Kimmons
Bill Kimmons
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Lesson: 

• Vocal Week Workshops: Here we’ll learn the bones of a 
couple of great country duets, looking at the watershed 
recordings of the songs and focusing on details of harmony 
and arrangement. The goal will be to borrow from those 
details to create something that works for you and your 
singing partner.

Zoom Event: 

• Close harmony in action: We’ll learn the melody of a couple 
of good-to-know songs and then workshop with class 
members on how and where one might add harmonies. Our 
basis will be the close (chord-based) harmony found 
American country music, but we’ll look at how to play with 
the harmonies to add spice.

Bio: Val Mindel’s specialty is the close harmony that makes 
American old-time, bluegrass and country singing buzz! In 
addition to solo work, Val teaches and performs with 
California-based Any Old Time, with singer/multi-instrumentalist 
Joe Newberry, and with daughter Emily Miller and her husband 
Jesse Milnes. She lives in Elkins, West Virginia.Val Mindel
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Lesson: 

• Shape Note Singing: Past, Present, and Future: Revisit the birth of the four-shape 
and seven-shape notation systems that became popular in nineteenth-century 
songbooks both sacred and secular. Those hymnals spawned singing styles and 
communities that spread from the northeastern US down into the Deep South and 
southwest. Learn some of the jargon of shape-note gatherings, including the ‘hollow 
square’ arrangement of singers, the singing of ‘fa-so-la’ syllabication, etc. 

A revival of interest in these songs and traditional singing communities began in the 
latter half of the twentieth century. It has spread the popularity of this music far and 
wide, even internationally. Hymnals like 'Northern Harmony' and 'Shenandoah 
Harmony' have been added to the canon in the last few decades, new tunesmiths 
are crafting new hymns, and more new editions of old books like ‘The Sacred Harp’ 
and new collections are on the way! 

We’ll hear some recordings of songs both old and new from large gatherings for you 
to sing along with. And we’ll talk about some singers’ successes in a high-tech quest 
for ways to sing together safely in real time, online or in person, during the past 
pandemic year.

Jams: 

• Singers’ Circle: Come to listen, come to sing along from your home, or volunteer to 
lead a song! Songs on all topics are welcome at the Singers’ Circle. And between 
songs you can comment or ask questions about the songs to get context about the 
music. This jam is targeted to singers, but all instuments are welcome.

• Doo-Wop Jam

Bio: An avid vocal improviser and harmonizer in many genres, from ancient traditional 
music to Old Time Appalachian to ‘just plain oldies,’ Flawn has been leading 
Augusta singing sessions and workshops for 35+ years. He also performs in 
many Washington Revels productions in the DC area.

Flawn Williams
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Lesson: 

• Singing Body & Soul: Body Percussion and Qigong are creative ways to 
incorporate movement with our songs. Thich Nhat Hanh’s inspirational 
words about greeting the morning inspire Qigong movements of 
clearing away what is past and no longer needed, and welcoming a 
rainbow of new possibilities. And we will experiment with using 
percussion on our bodies, to help feel the rhythms inherent in the songs 
we sing. 

Zoom Event: 

• Round’em Up For Instant Harmony: When you learn a Round, you 
already have the basis for instant Harmony. We will have some fun with 
Minor and Major, Walking and Waltzing Rounds. We’ll also play with 
harmony and explore tips for learning melodies quickly.

Bio: Elise was born in Switzerland, raised in North Carolina, and since 1977 
has made her home in Atlanta. She speaks five languages fluently, sings in 
at least a dozen more, and has been a cultural ambassador to South Africa, 
Italy, Nicaragua, Switzerland, and China. Elise sang for 20 years with the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus and Chamber Chorus as well as the 
Robert Shaw Singers, with whom she performed annually at Carnegie Hall. 
She now composes music for choirs in the Elise Witt Choral Series, arranged 
by Michael Holmes. Currently Elise serves as Artist-in-Residence at the 
Global Village Project, a school for teenage refugee girls from Afghanistan, 
Burma, Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Iraq, Somalia, and Central African 
Republic, using singing to teach English, write songs, and empower young 
women to reach their full potential.

Elise Witt
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Description:

TONY RICE: 
HIS MUSIC, HIS LIFE, HIS LEGACY

Our guitar instructors and several others who 
have worked with Tony Rice discuss how the late 
guitar master shaped the sound of bluegrass 
from the 1970s to the present day.

Panelists:

• Alan Bibey

• Sharon Gilchrist

• Ira Gitlin

• Grant Gordy

• Missy Raines

• Avril Smith

This panel discussion will take place on Zoom at 12pm Eastern on Sunday, July 11, 2021.
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Description:

WHAT IS AUTHENTICITY?

What do people perceive as authentic, and why; 
how does that vary over time, geography, 
genre, etc? This cross-genre panel will explore 
the parameters that we use to make judgements 
about what authenticity means in music and 
culture.

Panelists:

• Karen Collins

• Christopher Dean

• Joan Fenton

• Ira Gitlin

• George Jackson

• Seth Kibel

• Phil Wiggins

This panel discussion will take place on Zoom at 5pm Eastern on Monday, July 19, 2021.
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