
Ter ry l in  Gregory  Nea l e  i s  a  na t i ve  Hous ton i an ,  and  g r adua t e  o f
Lamar  in  1958 .Two s i s t e r s ,  Ka ren  and  LaNe i l ,  a l so  g r adua t ed
f rom Lamar  in  1962  and  1963 .  Lamar  wa s  g rea t  fo r  bu i l d ing
l i f e long  f r i end sh ip s  and  l e a rn ing  l e ade r sh ip  sk i l l s .  Fo l l owing
f ami ly  t r ad i t i on ,  Ter ry l in  g r adua t ed  f rom Bay lo r  Unive r s i t y
wi th  a  B .B .A .  degree ,  and  invo lvement  in  so ro r i ty  l i f e
(p re s iden t )  and  s tuden t  gove rnment  ( Sec re t a ry  o f  the  S tuden t
Body ) .

Nex t  c ame  a  yea r  in  Wash ing ton  D.C .  work ing  fo r  a
Congre s sman ,  then  r e tu rn ing  to  Hous ton  to  become  an  account
execu t i ve  wi th  a  ma jo r  adve r t i s ing  agency .Then ,  mar r i age  and
two  ch i l d r en ,  E r in  and  Lamar  (ye s ,  tha t  wa s  h i s  name ! )

In  the  fo l l owing  yea r s ,  Te r ry l in  became  ac t i ve  wi th  Hous ton
Grand  Opera  ( a s  a  vo lun tee r ,  no t  a  s inge r ! ) ,  c r e a t ing  a  Boa rd  o f
Tru s t ee s  fo r  Texa s  Opera  Thea t e r ,  the  r eg iona l  tour ing
company ,  and  then  be ing  e l e c t ed  a s  Cha i r  o f  the  Boa rd  o f
Hous ton  Grand  Opera .  Invo lvement  con t inue s  a l l  t he  way  to
today ,  by  con t inu ing  to  s e rve  on  the  HGO boa rd  and  a l so  the
HGO Endowment  Boa rd .   When  our  c l a s sma te ,  Mark  Whi t e ,
became  Governor ,  he  appo in ted  Ter ry l in  to  the  Texa s
Commis s ion  on  the  Ar t s  boa rd .  

In  1984 ,  Ter ry l in  became  Execu t i ve  Di r ec to r  o f  the  Wor tham
Thea t r e  Founda t ion ,  dur ing  the  t ime  tha t  $70  mi l l i on  wa s  r a i s ed
fo r  cons t ruc t ion  and  open ing  o f  the  Wor tham Thea t r e  in
downtown Hous ton .  S ince  1987 ,  Ter ry l in  ha s  been  p re s iden t  o f
the  Unive r s i t y  o f  Hous ton  Founda t ion ,  wh ich  i s  a  s epa r a t e  non-
pro f i t  o rgan i za t ion  tha t  manage s  endowment s  on  beha l f  o f  the
s eve r a l  UH un ive r s i t i e s .  In  add i t ion ,  con su l t ing  s e rv i ce s  were
prov ided  to  mu l t ip l e  non-pro f i t  o rgan i za t ion s  fo r  the i r  boa rd
deve lopment  and  the i r  fundra i s ing .

In  add i t ion ,  Ter ry l in  ha s  s e rved  on  the  Boa rd  o f  Hermann  Pa rk
Conse rvancy  fo r  ove r  20  yea r s ,  w i th  the  g rea t  h igh l igh t  o f  be ing
named  a s  the  Honoree  o f  Even ing  in  the  Pa rk  in  2019 .  Th i s
sp r ing ,  Hous ton  Grand  Opera  honored  he r  by  naming  the  5
f l oo r  Wor tham o f f i c e s  the  “Ter ry l in  Nea l e  Ph i l an th ropy  Su i t e ” .

t h

I t ’ s  been  such  a  fu l l  and  ac t i ve  l i f e ,  f o r  wh ich  I ’m  ex t r eme ly
gra t e fu l .

Terry l in  Gregory  Nea le
Cla s s  o f  1958
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