
Dr .  S inda  K .  Vanderpoo l  became  the  10 th  P re s iden t  o f  the
Unive r s i t y  o f  S t .  Thomas  in  2025 ,  b r ing ing  more  than  two
decade s  o f  l e ade r sh ip  expe r i ence  in  Ca tho l i c  and  Chr i s t i an
h ighe r  educa t ion .  P r io r  to  he r  appo in tment ,  she  s e rved  a s
P re s iden t  and  V ice-Chance l l o r  o f  S t .  Mary ’ s  Un ive r s i t y  in
Ca lga ry ,  where  she  gu ided  the  in s t i tu t ion  th rough  a  pe r iod  o f
g rowth  and  innova t ion .  

Be fo re  he r  p re s iden t i a l  ro l e s ,  Dr .  Vanderpoo l  spen t  18  yea r s  a t
Bay lo r  Unive r s i t y ,  where  she  advanced  s tuden t  succe s s
in i t i a t i ve s  and  mos t  r ecen t ly  s e rved  a s  A s soc i a t e  V ice  P rovo s t  
f o r  S tuden t  Succe s s .  A  s cho l a r  o f  F rench  l i t e r a tu re ,  she  e a rned
her  Ph .D .  f rom Pr ince ton  Unive r s i t y  and  he r  B .A .  w i th  h igh
honor s  f rom Dav id son  Co l l ege .  

Dr .  Vanderpoo l  i s  a  member  o f  Ph i  Be t a  Kappa  and  the
In te rna t iona l  Women ’ s  Forum.  She  ha s  a l so  s e rved  a s  the  P I  fo r
succe s s fu l  f ede r a l ,  s t a t e  and  founda t ion  g r an t s .  She  wa s
nomina t ed  a s  a  Bus ine s s  in  Ca lga ry  l e ade r  and  ha s  been  honored
wi th  the  URSA Leade r sh ip  Award  fo r  expand ing  undergradua t e
r e s e a r ch  oppor tun i t i e s .  She  i s  a c t i ve  in  p ro f e s s iona l
o rgan i za t ion s  inc lud ing  the  Amer i c an  Counc i l  on  Educa t ion  the
Counc i l  o f  Independen t  Co l l ege s ,  and  the  As soc i a t ion  o f
Ca tho l i c  Co l l ege s  and  Unive r s i t i e s .  

A t  Unive r s i t y  o f  S t .  Thomas ,  Dr .  Vanderpoo l  i s  l e ad ing  e f fo r t s
to  advance  s tuden t  succe s s  f o r  s tuden t s  a c ro s s  Hous ton  and
beyond .  She  i s  f ocu s ing  on  s t r eng then ing  the  Unive r s i t y ’ s
Ca tho l i c  mi s s ion  and  expand ing  na t iona l  awarene s s  and
academic  exce l l ence  fo r  the  Unive r s i t y .
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