
To:    Executive Board of MC USA 

From:    Ohio Conference Leadership Team 

Subject:   A Resolution for Repentance and Transformation 

Date:    October 8, 2021 

 Dear Executive Board Members, 

The Leadership Team of Ohio Conference would like to express our concern and disappointment at your 

recent decision to forward the Resolution for Repentance and Transformation to the delegate body to be 

considered at the next assembly in May of 2022.           

 

Ohio Conference’s Leadership Team has spent the past several months meeting with our pastors to 

prepare them for the vote on the resolution Clarification on Mennonite Church Polity and the Role of the 

Membership Guidelines of MC USA. We were prepared to issue a statement on Oct. 1, 2021, to our 

delegates and congregations that retiring the Membership Guidelines would not change how Ohio 

Conference operates and relates to MC USA. While we have pastors and congregational members in 

different places on many issues, including our relationship with MC USA, we felt our pastors were united 

in moving forward as a group. On Sept. 30, 2021, the day before we were to issue our statement, Michael 

Danner communicated to our Conference Minister the Executive Board’s decision. This was not what we 

expected based on MC USA’s reporting of the CLC feedback at its March 2021 meeting, the Resolutions 

Committee’s impasse, and the summer delegate session. Your recent decision has seriously impacted the 

work we have done in keeping our congregations united with one another and our Conference connected 

to MC USA.  

The majority of our member congregations have willingly committed to staying in relationship with 

Mennonite Church USA despite divergent views on a number of issues, including Christian sexual ethics. 

The Ohio Conference delegate body made the decision to continue our affiliation with Mennonite Church 

USA in 2017 with the caveat that we would review our ongoing affiliation in the event that there were 

substantive changes to the Membership Guidelines, the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective or 

the credentialing of pastors. It is with great regret, following the tremendous amount of work we have 

undertaken over the past several months to help our constituents move forward with the denomination, 

that we will in all likelihood need to take up the issue of our affiliation again.  We do not state this as a 

threat but as a lament that we find ourselves in this place. If we had known at the end of this summer’s 

delegate session that this resolution was to be considered, we would have begun the preparation process 

with our pastors this past August and with our Conference delegates at our fall regional meetings which 

begin next week.   

While our main concern at this point is with the timing of your decision, we also have concerns about the 

proposed resolution. These concerns include the following: 

● It is in conflict with the way the majority of Ohio Conference’s member congregations interpret 

scripture in relation to marriage and Christian sexual ethics and diverges from the longtime 

teaching stance of the denomination.   

● It ties the future development of a new Confession of Faith to a particular view of Christian 

sexual ethics without providing an opportunity for study and discernment. 



● It is at variance with the Forbearance in the Midst of Differences resolution passed by MC USA’s 

delegate assembly in 2015.  It raises questions whether individual conferences will be permitted 

autonomy to make decisions related regarding sexual ethics, marriage and the credentialing of 

pastors. 

● It dishonors the role of MC USA’s Constituency Leaders Council, which in March of 2021, after 

significant discernment regarding this same resolution, six out of the eight break-out groups 

recommended that the resolution not be forwarded to the delegate assembly to be voted on (three 

voted that it not be presented at all, three voted that it be presented as a study resolution, one 

could not reach consensus, and one voted for it to be brought to the delegate assembly to be voted 

on). 

While we lament the pain and suffering many LGBTQ members of Mennonite Church USA experience, 

and desire for us to be the church together despite our differing views on human sexuality, the Leadership 

Team of Ohio Conference cannot affirm our support for the consideration of this resolution.    


