Schulze Family Foundation Challenge Grant
Eligible Donations
Frequently Asked Questions

Q1.  What donations will qualify for the matching Challenge Grant?
A1.  The foundation is looking for new donors and increased-giving from existing donors to build an immediate and new source of funds for the school.  The foundation wants each school to succeed in getting the challenge grant.  The goal is to build a new donor base, not simply meet the $25,000 target.  Schools will need to lookback at previous donation received from each donor and count only the excess, or “new” gifts.
Q2.  What is the lookback period for previous donations?
A2.  There is no specific lookback period for previous gifts from a donor.  Do the best you can to identify prior donations.  
Q3.  Can business donations count for the challenge grant?
A3.  Yes, both individuals and businesses may donate to the school, but are subject to the lookback rules for previous donations.  
Q4.  Are previous donations measured on an annual basis or individually?  That is, if a donor contributes $100 monthly, is the previous donation threshold $100 or $1,200?
A4.  All donations to the school within a calendar year should be aggregated in measuring the highest previous donation.
Q5.  Can a school count pledges which are unpaid by 12-31-2021?
A5.  In most cases, the answer is no.  The Foundation is concerned that only pledges which are actually paid will be matched.  However, if an individual desires to pay their donation in early January 2022 for tax purposes, this can be counted if request is made to Steve Hoeppner, Schulze Family Foundation.
Q6.  Can a donor contribute to both a school and the Diocese of New Ulm challenge grant?
A6.  Yes.   But these should be separate checks written by the donor.  The school may not transfer a portion of the donor’s gift to the Diocese.  This may be a reasonable alternative for a donor who would like to support a school, but is precluded from qualifying for the matching grant because of prior gifts.
Q7.  When can we begin counting gifts toward the challenge grant?
A7.  The start date is when the grant application has been approved by the Schulze Foundation which was September 20, 2021 for John Ireland School. You may not count donations received prior to that date.
Q8. Can donations from Marathon be used for the challenge grant?
A8.  It goes back to whether It is a regular amount given or a donation that exceeds regular giving. Regular donations will go toward our Marathon which is part of our general budget of $10,000. Donations that exceed previous donations and new donations qualify for the challenge grant and will be counted toward the $25,000 goal.
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