
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #2

The Promised Holy Spirit

But that wasn’t the first time Jesus had told his disciples about the Holy Spirit. When Jesus 
was in the upper room and washed his disciples’ feet, he talked about the Holy Spirit who 
would be coming.

The Holy Spirit’s Work
That night he told them that soon he would be leaving and it made them so sad. He knew 
exactly how his poor friends felt and he said “Because I’ve said these things, you are filled 
with grief.” (Grief is a deep sadness that people feel.) “But I’m going to tell you the truth. 
It’s good for you if I go away!” The disciples probably wondered how it could be good if 
Jesus left. Jesus explained “Don’t worry, I am not going to leave you alone. I am going to 
ask my Father to send the Holy Spirit to live in you. I have been living with you, but when 
the Holy Spirit comes, he will live in you.” Jesus told his friends, “After I leave, the Holy Spirit 
will come and he will never, never leave you. The Holy Spirit will live inside of you forever!”

John 14:15-17, 25-26 
John16:4-15

Acts 1:8, 9

“To be sure, one Helper is 
leaving, but he leaves with 
the purpose of sending 
another. Moreover, the first 
Helper, though physically 
absent, will remain a Helper. 
He will be their Helper in 
heaven. The other will be 
their Helper on earth. The 
first pleads their case with 
God. The second pleads 
God’s case with them.”

William Hendriksen

The Holy Spirit is Coming
You remember that before Jesus ascended into Heaven, 
he gathered his disciples together and he promised 
them something. Jesus told them that after he left, they 
needed to go to Jerusalem and wait because the Holy 
Spirit would come.

Jesus continued to tell them that when the Holy Spirit 
came, he would give the disciples power. But Jesus 
wasn’t talking about the kind of power we might be 
thinking about. He was talking about a special kind of 
power. Jesus was talking about the power that makes a 
person strong to tell others about him. Jesus said the 
disciples would have that power and that they would be 
Jesus’ very own witnesses. To be a witness means you 
know something for sure, so sure that you can tell others 
about it with confidence because you know it really 
happened. Jesus said they would have power to tell 
others about him not only in Jerusalem, the city where 
they lived, but even in parts of the world that were far, 
far away. Then as Jesus was speaking, he left. He went 
up into the sky and he was gone. On that day, Jesus 
ascended into Heaven to be with his Father and that’s 
where he is today.



Jesus went on to explain what the Holy Spirit would be like. The Holy Spirit would help them. 
He would comfort them when they were sad and lonely. He would help them understand 
the truth. He would make them strong so they can obey God. The Holy Spirit would even 
help them remember the things Jesus had told them when he was there with them. In 
another part of the Bible it says the Holy Spirit helps God’s people to pray. Sometimes we’re 
confused and don’t know what to ask for, but the Holy Spirit does. So he helps us when we 
pray. He even causes us to believe in Jesus in the first place!

That’s what Jesus told the disciples in the upper room before he left. But now the time had 
come. Jesus went to be with his Father, and the disciples knew they needed to hurry back 
to Jerusalem. The Bible says they returned to Jerusalem with great joy. They knew the 
promised Holy Spirit would come and he would help them do God’s work.

The Holy Spirit is God (Going Deeper - The Trinity) 
It might have been hard for the disciples to understand the Holy Spirit. Sometimes it’s hard 
for us to understand him too. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. Today when we 
speak of God, we say that God is one God in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit. All three persons are God and they are one God. This is called the 
Trinity. The three persons in the Trinity are powerful, and holy, and wise, and they have 
always been and will always be. All three persons are very important, and not one is more 
important than the other.

God the Father is the first person of the Trinity. The Bible says He created the whole world, 
but before that He chose people to love. He may have looked far into the future and said, I 
will love ____ . He or she will be mine. And then God created Adam and Eve and they 
sinned and so do all of us . . . and because of that, God the Father sent God the Son, to 
earth. 

God the Son is the second person in the Trinity. His name is Jesus and he left his beautiful 
heaven to come to earth where we live. And He came for a very special reason - to live 
and die so that those he loved would love him back and someday live with him forever in 
heaven.

Because Jesus came to earth and lived like us, he knows how we feel when we’re sad or 
lonely or scared. He even knows how hard it is for us to do what’s right. And so right now in 
Heaven, Jesus speaks to God the Father for us. We say he intercedes on our behalf. And 
even though the Father is perfect and knows how bad and sinful we all are, when He looks 
at Jesus, the Son, who died for our sins, he forgives us.

God the Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. He’s the 
member of the Trinity Jesus promised would come. Next 
week when we huddle together to talk about God, we’ll 
talk about the great day he came.

Even though God is three persons, he is one God. God the 
Father planned for us to be his own, God the Son lived 
and died to make us able to be his own, and the Holy 
Spirit lives inside of us today preparing us for heaven and 
helping us to live now according to God’s will.

Next week, we’ll learn about how the Holy Spirit came to 
the disciples at Pentecost.



Questions
Younger Children

• What sad news did Jesus tell His disciples?

• Who did Jesus promise would come after he 
went away?

• Does the Holy Spirit live in God’s people 
today?

Older Children

• What did Jesus mean when he said “it’s 
good if I go away”?

• Who is the first person of the Trinity?

• Who is the second person of the Trinity?

• Who is the third person of the Trinity, that we 
call the Helper?

• How does the Holy Spirit help us?

• How many Gods are there?

• What is another word for the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit?

A Closing Prayer
We praise you because you are so much greater than we are. (When we think about that, 
we have peace, knowing that someone as big and great as you are loves us and chose us 
to be your very own.) 

Thank you, Father, for sending the Lord Jesus to live and die for our sins. We know we are 
sinners and could never live in a way that’s pleasing to you.

And thank you that Jesus didn’t just leave this earth and go far away, but instead he sent 
the Holy Spirit to be in us making us more like Jesus. 

Help us to understand what the Bible says about you and to believe even the hard things 
we can’t understand. Help us to believe those things all our lives.

Jesus said, “And I 
will ask the Father, 
and He will give 
you another 
Counselor to be 
with you forever.”

John 14:16


