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The 2021 Mid-Atlantic States Mycology Conference sponsored by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Biology Department and the North Carolina Botanical Garden was an incredible success, including 85 participants with 16 oral and 4 poster presentations. This represents an increase over the level of participation seen in recent MASMC meetings which ranged from 26 to 57 in the three 2017 – 2019 Meetings. The greater number of participants in 2021 was likely due to the virtual format.

The 2021 MASMC Team would like to thank all participants, presenters, as well as our sponsors. Based on the 19 survey responses we received from participants in the conference, we present the following takeaways (numbers in parentheses are out of 19 unless otherwise specified):

· Most people who responded were aware of the conference because they were previous attendees (11).
· Over half of the people who responded would not have participated in the conference if they had to travel (10).
· The majority of people who responded would have attended the conference regardless of a registration fee (16), though a few would not have attended if there had been a fee (3).
· Everyone who responded would attend a virtual conference in the future.
· Most people would prefer a hybrid meeting format (combined in-person and virtual) for future MASMC meetings (14), though many said that the worst part of MASMC this year was that it was not in person (6).
· Overall, there was overwhelmingly positive feedback for the platforms used for MASMC 2021 including:
· For registration (18)
· For abstract and poster submission: Oxford Abstracts (6 of 7 responses)
· For the conference: Zoom (16)
· For the virtual collection table: Padlet (6 of 8 responses)
· Three of six presenters who responded and presented said that they would have presented in the alternative format (poster instead of oral or vice versa) if the conference had been in person. This follows trends of previous MASMCs, where there have been more poster presentations than oral presentations
· All six presenters who responded would have still presented if the conference had been in person.

Based on these results, the 2021 MASMC Team recommends the following for future MASMC meetings:

· A hybrid format which will help maintain the higher participation level seen in 2021.
· Consider using Oxford Abstracts again as the platform for handling abstracts and posters.

Members of the 2021 MASMC Team were Corbin Bryan, Suzanne Cadwell, H. Van T. Cotter, Dan Meyers, and Davis Upchurch.
