18 July 2021
Endowment Committee Report 

I. Endowment January to July 2021 
Thanks to all donors! 

Direct donations to MSA funds $1,589

Nancy Weber book donation. MSA has gratefully accepted the donation of Nancy Weber’s library of mycological books. In 2019, Nancy arranged with her relative Marvin Weber to organize the donation to MSA. Nancy’s library of mycological books is deep and it is especially rich in systematic literature. It includes volumes that Nancy collected, as well as books from her parents, Helen and Alexander Smith.

In 2019, Nancy’s health was failing due to Parkinson’s disease and she died on Dec. 19, 2020 (for an obituary, see https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/annarbor/name/nancy-weber-obituary?pid=197412329). Marvin emailed that, “Nancy instructed me to sell these books at auction and have the proceeds divided equally between the Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Fund and the endowment committee of MSA to be distributed at their discretion.”  

The first set of books, mostly field guides were auctioned in 2019. To comply with Nancy’s wishes, we matched $500 of the auction proceeds, donating the $500 to the Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Fund to match the ~$500 raised by sales of the other books. 

MSA’s Executive Council is working toward a plan for the remaining books including many systematic monographs. Meredith Blackwell and Don Pfister have looked over the inventory and suggested volumes that are rare and valuable enough so that they should be given to a library. We look forward to seeing many of the other books from Nancy’s collection in MSA auctions in the next couple of years.

Auction. Our 2021 auction will be online but with live auctioneer David Geiser. All MSA members are invited to participate. All payments will be handled by The Rees Group. Many thanks to this year’s donors who agreed not only to donate, but to mail items to the winning bidders.

II. Endowment from January–December 2020: 
Direct donations to 30 different MSA funds: $24,902. The total includes a generous donation of $10,465 to the Board Designated Forest Fungi Fund. 

Members who donated to MSA funds at the end of 2020 had the option of receiving a matching donation to a food bank of their choice, until the matching money was fully committed. Thanks to the MSA benefactors who provided over $2000 in matching funds for the food banks. 

Auction. Our 2020 online auction was organized by The Rees Group. Endowment Committee members sent personal emails to MSA members to solicit donations. Many thanks to the 2020 donors who agreed not only to give up their treasures, but to mail these items to the winning bidders. 

While the total income was far short of an MSA in-person auction (i.e., $11,965.71 in 2019), we considered the 2019 auction a success for its contribution to community engagement.

Auction gross earnings: 	 	 $2256
Auction expenses, approximate: 	 $1460
Auction net earnings, approximate:    $796

T-shirt sales netted MSA $545


III. Overall pattern of MSA donations: Concerning downward trend
We continue to worry about the pattern of declining donations over the last couple of years. 

We recommend that MSA re-add a donations page that must be navigated before renewal. This could be modelled on the website of the Botanical Society of America, which has a page of donations options that must be viewed before renewal is completed. Adding an obligatory view of the donations page requires change to MSA webpages which may be technically difficult but will be justified by the tens of thousands of dollars that it brings to the Society every year.

The current, streamlined MSA website allows renewal without having members scroll past a donations page. To reverse the drop in donations, change in website structure is important. Renewal is the best time to solicit donations because it is the one time when MSA has the attention of all of its members, each with a credit card in hand.

MSA members who might be quite willing to donate are typically hurrying to renew and go on to the next task. They tend not to click an extra button to make a donation unless the donations page is in their path and donating is convenient.



Overall donations
	Calendar year
	Total Donations
	Comments

	2020
	$24,902
	$10,465 to the Board Designated Forest Fungi fund

	2019
	$26,084
	

	2018
	$94,982.86
	Includes $40,000 to Applied Mycology Award and $10,000 to uncommitted Endowment

	2017
	$62,628.72
	Includes $17,500 Applied Mycology Award and $17,605 to Forest Ecology Award



Respectfully submitted, 
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