
  Environmental Justice and Native American Wisdom 
Susan Ketchin – Charles Coble 

Oct.25, Nov.1, Nov. 8, Nov.15, and Nov. 22 
Sundays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Zoom Class 

 
 

Most of us are not aware of the ‘world view’ of the First Peoples who live on the land that we people of mostly 
European descent now occupy. Native Americans have lived in harmony with and as a part of the natural world for 
over 10,000 years before Europeans invaded this continent to conquer and colonize it for themselves.  
 
Native Americans have preserved and practiced, over thousands of years, a way of seeing, knowing and living in 
the world that celebrates and sustains a sacred view of the intimate interdependence with all of life, rather than to 
dominate, control, or rule over it. First contact with Europeans was an unmitigated disaster to these. Much of the 
knowledge, wisdom, and spirituality that we could have gained from Native Americans has now been lost forever.  
But not all of it.   
  
Drawing on Braiding Sweetgrass and other sources, we will look at the key principles of Native American wisdom 
traditions that can help us better understand what environmental justice looks and feels like.  We will look at some 
practical steps of engagement, commitment, and activism we can take right now that are vital to bringing about 
true and lasting environmental justice and equality for all people that is in harmony with the natural world.   
 
The poorest and most economically vulnerable and marginalized among us, including Native Americans, are the 
hardest hit by disaster, whether it’s or natural or human-made. The toll of such disasters, especially those resulting 
from rampant misuse and overdependence upon fossil fuels, falls disproportionately on the people who are most 
vulnerable to them, yet least responsible for them.   
 
This class will explore crucial connections between racial injustice and environmental injustice. We will explore this 
tragic truth and what meaningful actions we as people of faith toward addressing the ‘twin pandemics’ of climate 
change and systemic racism. In conversation with Native Americans and guest speaker we will explore what 
indigenous wisdom in science and spirituality offers us, in addressing these global threats to our existence 
   
Click to learn more about our Special Guest:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Betsy J. Sowers Ryan Emanuel 
Marsha Harris Danny Bell 

http://www.oldcambridgebaptist.org/about-us/our-staff/234-the-rev-betsy-j-sowers-minister-for-earth-justice
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/directory/ryan-emanuel/
https://nasher.duke.edu/stories/native-voices-danny-bell/
http://www.oldcambridgebaptist.org/about-us/our-staff/234-the-rev-betsy-j-sowers-minister-for-earth-justice
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/directory/ryan-emanuel/
http://marshaharrismusic.com/about-marsha/
https://nasher.duke.edu/stories/native-voices-danny-bell/
https://nasher.duke.edu/stories/native-voices-danny-bell/
http://marshaharrismusic.com/about-marsha/

