
A Sign for the Future 

 

As Binkley Church begins our 61st year, many voices were calling for a 
new outdoor church sign: a sign that would not only announce our location 
but attract the attention of those passing by and spark an interest in 
exploring Binkley as a church home.  In response to those voices, a 
committee was appointed to explore and make recommendations for an 
updated sign for Binkley. (Funds were raised through the "Looking Good at 
60" campaign to initiate this process). 

For several months, the committee composed of Rob Lewis (chair), Don 
Willhoit, Fred Schroeder, Chon Shoaf, Janet O’Neal and Sonnie VanSant 
(ex officio) has met to explore location and design possibilities. A call to the 
Town of Chapel Hill pointed out several aspects of the town sign ordinance 
that helped shape, and in some ways limit, the location and scope of the 
project.  Conversations with a sign company added information about 
construction, and materials and design. More conversation led to a desire 
to add art to the sign that would be representative of the spirit of Binkley 
and draw attention from those driving or walking by.  A possible sculpture 
design submitted by a local artist was discussed with the Fine Arts 
committee leaders and has their support. Preliminary ideas have been 
shared with Church Council, and they have supported moving forward with 
designing, cost assessment and church comments.  

After creating a temporary life-sized mock-up to ensure the size would be 
right for visibility and within town requirements, the committee is ready now 
to get a professional graphic design proposal prepared that can be shared 
with the congregation.  It is our desire to seek comments from the church 
and we will be working with the Council and church staff to determine the 
best time and manner for input to be received.  We welcome your 
questions and look forward to your support, encouragement and input as 
we move forward. Join us in anticipating a new and inviting sign for Binkley 
as we move into the next decade.  

*Janet O’Neal, Grounds Committee Chair 

  

 


