
 
 

 

 

The Binkley Peace and Justice Action Group is pleased to report that the Orange County Bail Bond Justice 

Project is off to a strong start. Below are key actions in the 1st quarter (January-March 2019) and next 

steps. 

Key Project Actions January 2019-March 2019 

- Conducted a Binkley Church Project kick-off meeting on January 29 attended by 

approximately 40 church members and a number of guest speakers. 

- Hosted a Community Informational Meeting on February 26 with 10 outside congregations and 

organizations represented. Established 5 volunteer teams: Court Observation, Data Assessment, 

Participatory Defense, Revolving Bail Bond Fund, and Community Education. 

- Launched Court Observation Training. On March 14, in conjunction with the ACLU, the Project 

conducted a Court Observation Training for 13 Team volunteers. In recent weeks, these 

volunteers have been observing “First Appearance” trials where Judges set bail, and practicing 

documenting results on a Court Observation Form. 

- Filed our first public records access request for Magistrates’ data regarding the initial setting 

of bail after a defendant’s arrest. No one has reviewed and assessed Magistrates’ data 

related to bail justice issues. 

- With the help of a UNC student, developed a draft Project database for court data. This included 

developing an innovative computer program that extracts relevant court data from public 

databases, thus minimizing both the data that Observers must record in Court and any associated 

potential errors. 

- Developed a 3-page, summary Orange County Bail Bond Project & Action Plan (see here). 

Next Steps 

- Begin official Court Observations and related data entry by May 1. Conduct second training 

sessions for new volunteers. We need more court observer volunteers as the summer 

approaches! 

- Review Magistrate’s data from the first public records request. 

- Establish Project Steering Committee. 

- Begin exploring options for implementing the Participatory Defense and Bail Bond Fund. 

 
For more information about the Orange County Bail Bond Justice Project or to volunteer for a Project Team, 

please email info@ocbailbondjustice.org. 
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