
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Invest in Kids Act (IIKA) requires participating schools to administer the statewide 
assessments IIKA students would otherwise be required to take at their public school. The 
first required administering of these assessments will be during the Fall 2019-Spring 2020 
school year. Schools are required to pay the cost and fees associated with the assessments 
and may include that cost within the “tuition and fees” calculation for a student’s scholarship. 
Schools will be billed directly by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) for the 
assessments. In participating in the IIKA, schools agree to these terms when signing the 
School Participation Agreement. 
 
Important to note, Empower Illinois has no official role in the administering of the statewide 
assessments. Schools are the first points of contact for both vendors and ISBE. To ensure 
compliance with the law, schools must administer the assessments at the same time and under 
the same conditions as public school students, including providing necessary and reasonable 
accommodations. 
 

SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS  
Schools are required to administer the student assessments in English Language Arts and 
mathematics approved by the Illinois State Board of Education. For the Fall 2019-Spring 2020 
school year the exams and testing windows are; 
 
 

Assessment Content Area 
Assessed 

Grade(s) 
Responsible 

2020 Assessment 
Date(s) 

SAT with Essay 
 
Approximate testing 
length: 3hr 50min all 
sections 

English Language 
Arts/Literacy, 
Mathematics, Essay 

High School Juniors 
(11) 

April 14, 2020 with 
makeup date of April 
28, 2020 

PSAT 10 
 

English Language 
Arts/Literacy, 

High School 
Sophomores (10) 

April 14, 2020, April 
15, 2020, or April 16, 



Approximate testing 
length: 2 hr 45min all 
sections 

Mathematics  2020 with makeup 
date of April 28, 2020 

PSAT 8/9 
 
Approximate testing 
length: 2hr 25min all 
sections 

English Language 
Arts/Literacy, 
Mathematics 

High School 
Freshman (9) 

April 14, 2020, April 
15, 2020, or April 16, 
2020 with a makeup 
date of April 28, 2020 

Illinois Assessment 
of Readiness 
 
Approximate test 
length: 2.5-3hr for 
ELA, 60-120min for 
Math 

English Language 
Arts/Literacy, 
Mathematics 

3rd-8th graders  Testing window 
begins no earlier 
than March 11, 2020 
and must be 
completed no later 
than April 24, 2020. 
Makeup time is built 
into this window. 
 
If using paper testing 
window begins 
March 11, 2020 and 
closes no later than 
April 17, 2020 

 
There are alternative assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities and 
English Language Learners, as determined by a student’s Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP). Those assessments include; 
 
 

Dynamic Learning 
Maps-Alternate 
Assessment 

English Language 
Arts/Literacy, 
Mathematics, Science 

For students in 
3rd-11th grade 
students w/qualifying 
cognitive disabilities 

Testing window 
begins no earlier 
than March 11, 2020 
and must be 
completed no later 
than May 6, 2020. 
Makeup time is built 
into this window 

 



Schools are required to provide a similar testing environment for participating students as 
public schools do. This means; 

● Testing students on-site 
● Provide reasonable accommodations for students with an Individualized Education Plan 

(IEP)  
● Provide reasonable accommodations for English Language Learners (ELL) 
● Provide results to parents 
● Provide needed technology to administer assessments 
● Ensure exam proctors are properly trained 

 
Schools are required to carry-out similar administrative functions as public schools related to 
the assessments. This includes: 

● Rostering a master list of test-takers 
○ Consideration: Personally Identifiable Information must be handled with the 

appropriate security measures in place. 
● Order the assessments and appropriate accommodations 

○ The College Board is the appropriate vendor for the SAT with essay, PSAT 10, 
and PSAT 8/9 

○ The 2020 Illinois Assessment of Readiness vendor will be NCS Pearson Inc. 
● Clean the testing results 

○ Matching results to records 
○ Ensuring appropriate demographic information is included 

● Provide results to ISBE  
 

FAQ 
1. Can schools opt to test their entire student body? 

a. Schools may choose to test their entire student body using the above 
assessments. That being said, the onus is still on the school to ensure 
scholarshipped students are properly reported in a manner that meets the 
statute requirements. 

2. Can schools opt to proctor the assessments on paper rather than through the 
computer? 

a. For the Illinois Assessment of Readiness, schools may elect to give the 
assessment on paper rather than digitally, though additional costs may be 
incurred to make this happen. 

3. What is the associated cost of the assessments? 
a. ISBE is working through a cost structure with The College Board and Pearson 

to determine the per student cost of the exams. IIKA schools are eligible to pay 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/TAMCBTfnl.pdf


the state rate. Additionally, for the SAT, scholarship students that also qualify 
for the fee reduction of $15 can be included. 

4. Can schools test students in different grades together? 
a. Generally, yes. But standard rules for the administering of the SAT and PSAT 

must be followed. 
 

 


