ECCA 5/6th Grade Language Arts Summer Literacy Expectations

‘A child who reads and writes will be an adult who thinks.” unknown

Summer is a time for less structure and to relax with family and friends. We hope you fit reading and writing,
into your summer in a natural, fun way. Incoming 5/6%-graders are expected to actively read and write and
keep track of summer literacy. Your Summer Literacy Record will be your first Language Arts grade.

‘We encourage you to read a mix of genres for a variety of reasons: learn something new, escape into a new
book, plan a trip, discover activities around town, research new movies, etc. Choose what interests you: great
classics, funny ‘beach reads’, interesting news articles, the latest dystopian thriller, compelling historical fiction,
poetry, or picture books read to siblings/younger friends. Reread old favorites! All reading “counts’”.

Write for real-world reasons: send letters or emails, create favorite recipes. keep a journal of your favorite
summer moments, create travel logg, use a writing journal, plan a summer business, etc. All writing "counts”.

The best way to prepare for 5/6th-grade is to read often for pleasure. Just like skiing, lacrosse, or piano playing
muscles need to be practiced. so do reading and writing, muscles’. Research shows:

Wl Students who read over the summer gain reading skills, while those who don't often slide backward, losing
up to two months of what they learned while in school.

Wl Kids read more (and ultimately learn more) when they have a choice of reading material.

Wl Reading for pleasure is linked to higher intellectual progress in vocabulary, spelling, and mathematics
(almost four times more than having a parent with a college degree).

Wl The greatest predictor of academic success on standardized tests of reading AND science AND math
ability is the amount of time spent reading for pleasure.

Options Include: (Be creative. Feel free to contact me at tanvakessenich@eagleschoolsnet anytime!)
& Keep a Summer LA Notebook with sections for collecting cool new words, writing about your life, and
responding to your reading,
& Try 100 Days of Summer Writing Prompts

% Traditional Literacy Log Keep track of your reading (genre, rating, etc.) AND writing, Make a copy of the
below log (File, Make a Copy. Rename) or create your own. Blank Summer Literacy Log

& Find a fun published journal for writing activities.

S Email Mrs. Kess ( tanvakessenich@eagleschools net) updates about your summer reading and writing or
send Mrs. Kess postcards of your reading and writing (PO Box 1535, Edwards, CO 81632)

% Start or join a Book Club. Keep a log of books read, when you met, what you discussed. etc.

& Take "Shelfies” of you reading AND writing in locations through the summer. Print and display.

& Write Letters Start an email or letter exchange with a friend, grandparent, relative, etc. Write back and
forth and save your exchange (or print) to share. Write about books read, your adventures, etc.

& Try 100 Days of Summer Writing Prompts

& Open a family Goodreads.com_account (as per Federal Law. you must be 13 for your own account). Please have
parental permission and follow all site rules and regulations)

& Join a Summer Literacy Program: Bookworm Contact Bookworm for details, Newsela 19 Summer
Reading Challenge, Fagle Valley Library District Summer Reading , Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge



mailto:tanya.kessenich@eagleschools.net
https://movingwriters.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/100-days-of-summer-writing-2019.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19YoT0lvJ98g2C3TubE0tztGScjIqUEHAh6ohcLnTeqg/edit#gid=1541888521
mailto:tanya.kessenich@eagleschools.net
https://movingwriters.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/100dsw18.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/middle-school
https://go.newsela.com/Summer-Learning-Challenge-2019.html?utm_source=email&utm_medium=marketo&utm_campaign=CM-2019-Q2-Summer-Learning-Challenge
https://go.newsela.com/Summer-Learning-Challenge-2019.html?utm_source=email&utm_medium=marketo&utm_campaign=CM-2019-Q2-Summer-Learning-Challenge
https://www.evld.org/kids/summer-reading
https://www.scholastic.com/summer/home/
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Ideas for Summer Literacy Projects
Literacy Scrapbook/Journal or Artistic or Musical Interpretation

Draw/paint a picture/create a collage of important books you read and pieces you wrote.
Create a playlist to accompany the books you read and entries you wrote. Explain your choices.
Draw/paint a portrait of a character, you as a reader and writer, or your summer literacy.
Create a timeline of your summer reading and writing,

Create a portrait of you as a reader and you as a writer.

Written Reflection: write an essay

Describe your Summer Reading/Writing Life: summer book/text choices, which genres you choose most and why.
which genres were missing, how many books you read, your stamina, etc., summer writing; what, why., for whom.
How do you feel about your summer literacy? What are you proud of? Could you read or write more?

Describe yourself in detail as a Reader and Writer. Be specific. What you read, why? What you write, why?

Describe how you have changed and grown as a reader or writer. Describe specific goals you have for the upcoming
school year and what you will do to meet your goals.

Mrs Kess favomte new books of the 18-19 School Year|

LEFRES (s

(S RS ooda |10 N . 4 " i .
wiciow | ] e o5 (TSI e R



5th Grade Social Studies Historical Fiction: Colonial America & Revolutlonary War
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Atypical Narrators or Structure

Powerful Poetry
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Classms worth rereading (or for the f1rst tlme)
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See Mrs. Kess' Goodreads Account for updates.
Goodreads Friend Invite
Mrs. Kess Goodreads Update



https://www.goodreads.com/friend/i?feature=friend-invite-url&invite_token=MjRkNmM0ZDQtZDRlMi00MWVmLWIyZWMtNmZmMDdmNTdjZmRl
https://www.goodreads.com/review/list/32720220

