
May 6, 2021 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Peace be with you.  As we move into a new season of this pandemic, including an increased number of 
vaccinations within and around our community, Bishop McLoughlin has shared new guidance for in-person 
worship in the Diocese of Western North Carolina.   The full document is available online – HERE. 
 
In the coming weeks, we will adapt to these new guidelines at St. Mary of the Hills.  First, let me share what 
remains unchanged in our gatherings: 
 

+ Masks continue to be required inside buildings at all times (Exception: mask may be removed by 
clergy/laity at the pulpit/lectern when speaking, if sufficient distance exists). 
+ Registration will continue for all Sunday services.  
+ Hand sanitizer, additional masks, and wipes will continue to be readily available throughout the 
building. 

 
As you arrive on Sunday, or at another service in the coming days, you will notice some changes in our worship 
space:   
 

+ The seating in our pews has transitioned to allow for 3 feet of distancing between households, per 
the Diocese of WNC guidance.  This will allow an increased number of people to attend each service. 
+ Over the next several weeks, we will slowly increase the number of spaces available for registration 
at each service (seating will not exceed 50% capacity).  
+ Communion will now be served at the altar rail, at four distanced stations.  More detailed instruction 
will be given at each service.   
+ Congregational singing is now permitted. 
+ Restrooms are open and available for use. 
+ In addition to Sunday and Wednesday worship, Daily Morning Prayer resumes at 8:30AM each 
weekday in the Church. 

 
I am also aware that many of you are eager to return to other practices in the life of St. Mary’s, in addition to 
worship.  In the days and weeks ahead, I hope to make additional announcements about opportunities for in-
person study and other informal community gatherings.   
 
For now, let us rejoice in the presence of one another in worship, trusting that more opportunities to deepen 
relationships, with Christ and one another, will unfold in the not-so-distant future. 
 
As ever, I remain open and available for conversation with any of you.  Please do not hesitate to reach out 
(rector@stmaryofthehills.org) to set-up a time for us to talk via phone, Zoom, or in-person.  I welcome the 
opportunity to be in conversation.  It is a joy to be your Rector. 
 
Faithfully, 

 
The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 
Rector 
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