
 

 

ST. MARY OF THE HILLS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: 
THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 

MAY 16, 2021 
 

11:00AM 
 



 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

11:00 AM 
 

A prayerful silence precedes the service.   
 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

HYMN 214 
Hail the day that sees him rise                                                                                 Llanfair 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION  
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.     
 

 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity and the people respond,  Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS S-278
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COLLECT 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 

THE FIRST LESSON                   Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of 
the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- 
one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, 
"Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take 
the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 

 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

THE PSALM                                    Psalm 1 

  Chant: Gerre Hancock                   The Psalm is sung by the cantors.                       Beatus vir qui non abiit     

    1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
          nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
          nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
   2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
          and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

 



4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 

  

       

THE SECOND LESSON                            First John 5:9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 
God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony 
in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the 
testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know 
that you have eternal life. 

 
 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

THE ALLELUIA & VERSE 
 

 
 

The Lord said, I will not leave you desolate;* 
I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                               John 17:6-19  
 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I 
was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may 
have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil 
one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People           Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
 

THE HOMILY                                  The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 
       

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 

 
 
 

 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                                     
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
 



God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          from Common Worship 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively.   
 

In joy and hope let us pray to our God. 

A period of silence follows. 
 

 
 
 

 

That our risen Saviour may fill us and the whole Church with the joy of his glorious and life- 
giving resurrection. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That God may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 



That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the dying, to comfort and 

strengthen them in their affliction. 
we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be raised 
on the last day. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,  so that we may bear faithful 
witness to his resurrection. 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 
The people add their own petitions.  The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant     The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People         And also with you. 
 

    The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

 
MOTET 
I will not leave you comfortless                                      Everett Titcomb (1884-1968) 
 

      I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you yet again: Alleluia; 
      And your heart shall be joyful. Alleluia. 

 
 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A                                           

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his 
glorious resurrection he openly appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to 
prepare a place for us; that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  



 
 
 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
 

 



The Celebrant continues 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 
 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary) 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM – S152 
 

After breaking the consecrated bread, the Celebrant sings,  

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 

 

MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Communion will be served at the altar.  Come forward to one of the four stations, marked with a blue ‘X’.  To receive 
the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest may place the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands.  Gluten 
free wafers are available/. Please receive the consecrated host in your hand before removing masks to consume the bread.  
Communion will be administered in one kind, bread, only.  Anglican teaching has long upheld that receiving communion 
in one kind (only bread or only wine) is to have received the sacrament in its entirety. If you prefer to receive a blessing, 
cross your arms over your chest as a sign to the priest.   
 
 

  

For those unable to receive the sacrament this day, we offer this prayer: 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being offered, in celebration of your resurrection, I desire to offer to you praise 
and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await 
your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in 
this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

 
 
 
S165 – AGNUS DEI        
 

 
            
 



 
HYMN 603  
When Christ was lifted from the earth                                                                            St. Botolph 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                      
 

The Celebrant and people say together, 
 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen.   

 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

 

The Celebrant offers a blessing over the assembly, and the people respond, Amen.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 221 
O Lord Most High, eternal King                                                                   Gonfalon Royal 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
 

 



 
Please Pray for the Following in Your Daily Prayers 

 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, Andrew our rector, Sam and Gary our assisting 
clergy, for our Vestry and staff, for all bishops and ministers, and for our common mission and 
ministry in this community. 
 
For Joseph, our President, Roy, our Governor, those who hold elected office, and all those in 
positions of public trust. 
 

For all medical personnel and all ministering to the needs of those affected by COVID-19. 
 

For healing: Wayne, Thompson, Jim Decker, Charles, Sara, Libba, Betty, Libby, Marion T., Susie, 
Gary, Greg Puhl, John, June Rose, Graeme, Sterling, Dean Hamric, Burt Mulford, Terry 

 
***(Please note that the names on this list will remain for four weeks, unless 

the office is notified that the person(s) needs to remain on the list for a longer period of time.)*** 

 
 
 

For those who have died: Carolyn Haynes Tessien, Jim Mixter, Ronnie, Wes Carter, Alex 
Hallmark 
 
For safe pregnancy and delivery for:  Caroline 
 
For the birth of: John Phillip Katalenic, son of Anna Eschbach and Jeremy Katalenic 
 
For those celebrating birthdays this week: 
5/16 Leslie Temple, Brynn Cleveland, Jeff McBride 
5/17 Ray Williams 
5/18 Frank Thomas 
5/19 Ron Tharp 
5/22 Dex Wilson 
 
For those celebrating an anniversary this week: 
5/18 Mike Tinka and Helene Harper 
5/19 Orian and Cat Carter 
5/20 John and Eri Latimer 
5/21 Ron and Radie Armstrong, Mike and Lucy Austell, Norman and Janet Hillis 
 
Parish Prayer Cycle: 
5/16 Paul and Jackie Delmonico 
5/17 Bill and Donna Devereux 
5/18 Gary and Elaine Dinstuhl 
5/19 Daniel and Kay Donahue 
5/20 Joe and Diana Doswell 
5/21 Joe and Virginia Dulaney 
5/22 Dave and Julie Dutra 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 
THANK YOU - Weeds were pulled, mulch was spread, and good times had by all this past 
Saturday at our annual Parsh Gardens Clean-Up Day.  Many thanks to all who volunteered 
their time and energy to beautify the grounds at St. Mary of the Hills. 
 
Upcoming Services with Incense - Please note that incense will be used at the following 
11:00 services in the weeks ahead - The Day of Pentecost (May 23), Trinity Sunday (May 30), 
and Bishop McLouglin's Annual Visitation (June 6).   
 
Morning Prayer Returns – Morning Prayer is offered each weekday, Monday-Friday, at 
8:30AM in the Church.  No registration is necessary.  Masks and distancing continue to be 
required.  All are welcome!   
 
In-Person Worship continues – Holy Eucharist will be offered on Wednesdays at 12:00PM, 
in addition to 8:00AM (without music) and 11:00AM (with music, live-streamed), each Sunday.  
Registration for Sunday services of in-person worship will open on the Monday prior to the 
service, at 12:00PM, via Eventbrite.  Links will be available on our parish website – HERE.  
Masks, social distancing, and pre-registration are required for all Sunday services.  
 
Altar Guild Volunteers – Altar guild members are looking for help preparing for and cleaning 
up after the 12 o’clock communion service on two Wednesdays each month. We are losing 2 
members, one to a relocation and the other to retirement.  If you can help summer, winter or 
full-time, please contact Sue Sweeting - sweetingsue75@yahoo.com or 828-406-9376. Thanks! 
 
Flower Offering Opportunities – Is there an important person or a significant event 
happening in your life? Sponsoring the flowers placed at the altar each week is a great way to 
offer thanks for life’s many gifts. Many dates are available for 2021. Please contact Greta 
Wilson, parish administrator, for more information and available dates. 
 

 
St. Mary of the Hills on YouTube – Did you know that services 
are available for steaming and are also archived on YouTube? Visit 
our channel – HERE - and don’t forget to subscribe. 

 
 

Service Music 

 
This morning’s Service Music is from 

a setting by William Matthias (1934-1992).  

 

https://www.stmaryofthehills.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSIER6UDGf9FyTvPRGs8_1A


 
 

Worship in a Season of Pandemic 
 

Guidelines and Directives 
May 2021 

 
 
 
 

As we return to in-person worship, we are learning new ways of gathering as a congregation.  For 
everyone's safety, all in attendance for worship at St. Mary of the Hills must covenant to the following 
guidelines and directives: 
 
+ Attendance at any indoor service is limited, as directed by the Bishop of Western North Carolina’s 
directives (March 20, 2021). 
 

+ Anyone experiencing symptoms of illness (fever, cough, aches, or other symptoms of COVID-19) 
should not attend.  A full list of symptoms and information are available through the CDC 
(www.cdc.gov)  
 

+ A minimum of three feet of physical distance must be maintained at all times by individuals who 
do not share the same household.  Pews are marked to ensure appropriate distancing. 
 

+ Masks that cover both mouth and nose completely must be worn at all times.  Children under 
the age of two are exempted from this requirement (per CDC guidelines).  Please bring your own 
mask; if you do not have a mask, one will be provided.   
 
+ Keep your mask on when you come forward for communion. You may remove your mask when 
you consume the bread, before returning to your seat. 
 
+ Please exit the Church immediately following service and refrain from congregating inside for 
conversation.  We look forward to the return of Coffee Minute in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/


 

ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
 

 
 

PARISH STAFF 
 
The Reverend Andrew J. Hege                   Rector 
The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman             Priest Associate 
The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster             Assisting Clergy 
Dr. James Bumgardner              Organist/Choirmaster 
Greta Wilson                 Parish Administrator 
Joe Raulerson            Financial Secretary 
Bill Stroh                     Sexton 
Caleb Brigman, Emme Hooks, Kathryn Santiago, Jacob Smith                           Choral Scholars 
Megan Redford, Alex Scheurer, Chloe Shaut                      Nursery Assistants 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE VESTRY 

 
2021     2022     2023 

          Sterling Hutcheson          Doug Galke, Jr. Warden      Marjory Holder 
                 Gigi Poole                      Lisa Kaufman          Faith Jones 

      E.B. Springs        Roy McCraw        Chip Monroe 
               Jim West           Tim Silver, Sr. Warden        Patty Patella 
 

Amanda White, Treasurer 
Elizabeth Sudderth, Clerk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+++ 
 

St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 

Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 
www.stmaryofthehills.org 

828.295.7323 
 

http://www.stmaryofthehills.org/

