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 Please learn more about CONNECTING TWOGETHER, our Giving Tuesday

Campaign launching next week.

 And please consider forwarding our newsletter to two friends or

colleagues.

As we head into the Thanksgiving holiday, I give thanks for the amazing ISS

team of staff, board and volunteers in the U.S. and around the globe who

make a difference in the lives of people separated by borders.

Whether we are advocating for a person returning to the U.S. to get services,

or trying to find a biological mother to seek her permission for her now adult,

biological child to contact her, or reuniting sisters, or helping those impacted

by COVID get back on their feet, we work with many different people here in

the U.S. and abroad to make these connections possible. 

But there are thousands of children in the U.S. waiting for their parents to be

located so they can be reunited. There are thousands of children overseas

who are waiting to visit or join relatives here in the U.S. And there is so much

work to be done to ensure that our child protection system creates equitable

access to reunification for all cross-border families. As of now, there are far

too many barriers.  

Since it takes only two people to be a family, I ask of you two things:

1.

2.

Thanks for all of your support and Happy Thanksgiving,

Julie Rosicky, Executive Director

Dear Friends of ISS-USA:

Donate here to help
ISS reunite families

across borders!

Read our
"Connecting
Twogether" 

Press Release

https://iss-usa.org/
https://www.instagram.com/internationalsocialserviceusa/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSocialServiceUSA
https://twitter.com/ISS_USA
https://www.youtube.com/user/JulieRosicky/featured
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-social-service-usa-branch/?viewAsMember=true
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
https://iss-usa.org/connecting-twogether/
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
https://iss-usa.org/stronginternational-social-service-usa-kicks-off-connecting-twogether-campaign-to-connect-more-cross-border-families-strong/
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Knowing our family roots is a privilege, and most of us

take this for granted. Many adoptees go to great

lengths to discover their biological family. They can

spend years searching for just one lead on their quest

for answers. It is the basic right of adoptees to have

access to as much information regarding their past as

possible. 

Canada is actively working to eliminate barriers to

accessing information for adoptees. Per recent

legislation changes in Canada, adopted children are

now able to request information regarding the

identities of their biological parents if the parents did

not submit a disclosure refusal before June 19, 2019.

Post legislation changes, ISS Canada has reported an

increase in familial tracing requests.

A recent tracing case was sent to ISS-USA in which the

client was seeking a birth parent who had emigrated

to the United States. One of the initial steps, was to

determine if the parent was still alive in order to

contact the parent regarding whether or not he/she

was willing to disclose her identity. The individual was

identified by ISS-USA under a remarried last name and

the information was used by ISS-Canada to search for

death records or a last known address. 

ISS is a vital resource used by governments, social

work agencies, and individuals to connect families. ISS

works globally to support the reunification of families

through post-adoption tracings. If you or a loved one is

an adoptee searching for answers, ISS-USA wants to

help.

The first step to discovering your past is just an email

away! Connect with us at question@iss-usa.org.

ISS: An Ally for Adoptees

Central America has been hit by two major storms this

month: Hurricanes Eta and Iota caused devastation to

countries already suffering and weakened by the

COVID-19 pandemic. Whole villages have flooded

causing destruction to roads, homes and the crops

from which many derive their livelihood. Through the

storms, ISS-USA’s partners in Honduras and Guatemala

have continued to communicate with families on a

weekly basis. They have facilitated the delivery of food

and other emergency supplies to places they can’t

reach, and visited families where it is safe to do so.

These social workers have been providing reintegration

support to children reunifying with their families after

a separation at the border. To read more about ISS-

USA’s work in the region visit here.

Hurricanes Eta and Iota: ISS-USA’s
Partners in Honduras and

Guatemala Provide Critical Aid to
Families in Central America

Donate here to bring families
twogether!

https://iss-usa.org/hurricanes-eta-and-iota-iss-usa-connects-with-partners-in-honduras-and-guatemala-to-provide-critical-aid-to-families-in-central-america/
https://iss-usa.org/hurricanes-eta-and-iota-iss-usa-connects-with-partners-in-honduras-and-guatemala-to-provide-critical-aid-to-families-in-central-america/
https://iss-usa.org/connecting-twogether/
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Growing up, Carmen yearned to find her biological family. While

she independently searched for her biological family, she received

an email from ISS-USA informing her that her sister was

searching for her as well. At just six years old, Carmen’s sister

remembers holding her and not quite understanding where her

sister went after they left Carmen with her adoptive family at the

hospital. Sixty years later, on Carmen’s birthday, they would be

reconnected in Germany.

ISS-USA gave Carmen her sister’s letter, and from there they

remained in contact through Facebook Messenger. Initially,

Carmen’s nephew flew to Germany to meet the family, and he

assured his aunt that they were exceptionally generous and

accepting. When Carmen finally flew to Germany, she was

welcomed by her sister, niece and additional family members.

The two weeks she spent with her family were full of exciting

moments together that would turn into heartfelt memories, tear

jerking stories, and a recollection of her family’s past. Carmen is

excited to introduce her children to her family in Germany once

COVID-19 subsides. 

If you or someone you know is an adoptee searching for

biological family, ISS-USA is eager to connect you! Click here to

send us a referral or email us at question@iss-usa.org!

Sisters Unified After 60 Years!

Donate here to connect
adoptees with their birth

family!

Carmen (left), Sister (right)

https://iss-usa.org/
https://iss-usa.org/
https://iss-usa.org/connecting-twogether/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-social-service-usa-branch/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/internationalsocialserviceusa/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSocialServiceUSA
https://twitter.com/ISS_USA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eovMNKDhpqE&feature=youtu.be


ISS-USA is thrilled to welcome Vicki Politis to our Board 

of Directors!

Vicki was born in Connecticut but grew up in a village in

Southern Greece, which is where she calls home. Vicki is the

founder and CEO of DoubleP Consulting LLC, providing M&A

advisory and business growth services to mid-market companies.

She is a fierce advocate of women entrepreneurs and is a

member of various networks that invest in and empower

women-owned startups.

Previously, Vicki was the Chief Executive Officer and an executive

member of the Board of Directors of Eltrak, S.A., a company listed

in the Athens Stock Exchange. Prior to Eltrak, she was an M&A

consultant in Houston and London and an investment and

fundraising manager at Emporiki Venture Capital, a Southern

European VC fund. Early in her career, Vicki assisted with the

formation and launch of Burren Energy – later listed on the

London Stock Exchange.

Vicki holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Yale

University as well as an MBA from the University of Strathclyde in

the UK. She also serves as a member of the Yale Alumni Schools

Committee, interviewing prospective students applying to Yale

College.

In her free time, Vicki likes to read nonfiction, do yoga and play

board games with her family.

“I am a passionate advocate of children and I am very excited to

be a part of ISS and use my skills to help ISS grow and further its

mission,” Vicki states.
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Please check out our blog post, “Advocacy for

Equity: Getting Access to Services Upon Return"

Over the next several months, we will be looking

at our work through an equity lens and exploring

some of the challenges we encounter when

serving children, adults and families across

borders.

Have an idea?  Want to guest blog with us, please

reach out to communications@iss-usa.org and

share your ideas with us.

 

MEET OUR NEW BOARD 
MEMBER VICKI POLITIS!

Did you know we
have a blog?

Vicki Politis

https://iss-usa.org/blog/advocacy-for-equity-getting-access-to-services-upon-return/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-social-service-usa-branch/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/internationalsocialserviceusa/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSocialServiceUSA
https://twitter.com/ISS_USA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eovMNKDhpqE&feature=youtu.be
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Not even COVID-19 can stop ISS-USA’s Annual Thanksgiving Potluck.

Normally, the team would all bring in a dish and eat together to

celebrate the holiday and the amazing staff who work tirelessly to

help vulnerable cross-border families. Although, it will look a little

different this year the team will connect remotely for a potluck and

recipe share. Everyone will prepare their favorite dish to enjoy during

the Zoom call as well as a recipe sheet to share with the rest of the

team. Along with the remote potluck and recipe share, the team will

be participating in a remote secret gift exchange. We encourage you

to find ways to still connect and give to loved ones this holiday season.

Stay tuned for our recipes. You might just learn a new holiday favorite!

Contact Us!

International Social Service, USA

443.451.1219

question@iss-usa.org

www.iss-usa.org

Help Unite International

Families Today!
 ISS is seeking licensed social workers in

Indianapolis, Indiana to work on a contractual,

fee-for-service basis, providing home studies for

international kinship and adoption placements. 

Join the ISS-USA family Here!

ISS-USA to Connect Remotely 
for Holiday Celebrations

https://iss-usa.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-social-service-usa-branch/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/internationalsocialserviceusa/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSocialServiceUSA
https://twitter.com/ISS_USA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eovMNKDhpqE&feature=youtu.be
https://iss-usa.org/calling-all-social-workers/

