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November 29, 2021

TO: AAP California 2 Chapter

FROM: Robert Turbow, MD, JD, FAAP
On behalf of the Committee on Medical Liability and Risk Management

RE: UPDATE ON COMLRM ACTIVITIES FALL 2021

�ank you for the opportunity to represent California Chapter 2 on the AAP Committee on
Medical Liability and Risk Management (COMLRM).

As you may know, COMLRM is uniquely qualified to serve as the Academy’s experts on
medicolegal issues impacting general pediatricians, medical subspecialists, and surgical
specialists.   �e AAP Board of Directors has relied on COMLRM since 1986 to fill that role.

Here are the highlights of COMLRM’s recent work:

COMLRM develops AAP policy on medicolegal issues impacting pediatrics.  Recent policies and
those in development are listed below.

POLICY TITLE PUBLICATION
Ethical and Legal Issues in Pediatrician Use of Social Media March 2021
Guardianship and Power of Attorney for Children with Disabilities Dra�ting
Caring for Parents during the Pediatric Visit Dra�ting
Disclosure of Adverse Events  in Pediatrics Dra�ting

�e Policy Statement concerning Disclosure of Adverse Events in Pediatrics is a COMLRM and
Council on Quality Improvement and Patient Safety (COQIPS) joint statement. I’m planning to
co-author this Policy Statement with Laura Sigman, MD, JD of COMLRM as well as Julia Kim,
MD and Dan Neuspiel, MD, MPH (both of whom serve on COQIPS).

In addition to the above policies, we are assessing the need to update our existing Policy
Statement and Technical Report on Expert Testimony as well as our Clinical Report on Consent
by Proxy for Nonurgent Pediatric Care.

So far in 2021, COMLRM has reviewed 34 dra�t Policy Statements, Clinical Reports, Technical
Reports, Clinical Practice Guidelines, and provided critical feedback on medicolegal issues
contained therein.  �e Board of Directors charges us to o�fer comments on how to minimize
medical liability risk for policy users without compromising the clinical guidance. �e Board of
Directors continues to acknowledge COMLRM for its active role in policy improvement.
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COMLRM has published risk management articles for the monthly Pediatricians and the Law
column in AAP News. �ese articles provide practical guidance to pediatricians and
subspecialists on emerging medicolegal issues.
https://publications.aap.org/search-results?f_ArticleTypeDisplayName=Pediatricians+and+the+Law&�l_
SiteID=1000011

We were disappointed that our in-person Mock Malpractice Trial slated for the NCE 2021 had to
be  postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions in-person meetings.  We hope to o�fer it at a future
NCE.

On September 21, 2021, we hosted a webinar for Pediatric Trainees and Early Career Physicians
on Disclosing Adverse Medical Events, Apologies and Medical Liability Risk.  It can still be
accessed at
https://players.brightcove.net/6056665225001/default_default/index.html?videoId=62740639050
01
�e next medicolegal webinar for that audience will focus on employment contracting.

COMLRM MEETING
Agenda items for the Fall COMLRM meeting included:

● Exploring COMLRM’s role in advancing the Academy’s initiatives on diversity, inclusion,
and equity

● Assessing new strategies to promote medical liability risk management.
● Analyzing the latest from the medical literature on medical liability.
● Monitoring federal and state government a�fairs activities on a variety of medicolegal

topics.
● Brainstorming educational sessions proposals for the NCE 2022 and future webinars.
● Discussing topics for future Pediatricians and the Law column in AAP News. (Feel free to

share suggestions on issues you would like to see us address in AAP News.)
● Advancing the development of COMLRM policies, and
● Refining our process of reviewing policies from other groups.

Should you desire to see the full range of COMLRM activities, please visit this webpage
https://www.aap.org/en/community/aap-committees/committee-on-medical-liability-and-risk
-management/
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