
Reducing Weight Stigma with a Lifestyle Check Toolkit for Pediatric Residents: A Quality
Improvement Project

Maria Yao, MD (UCLA), Priyanka Sharma, MD (UCLA), Jessica Walsh, MD (UCLA),
Cambria Garell, MD (UCLA)

Background: As childhood obesity prevalence continues to rise in the United States,
pediatricians are tasked with providing comprehensive care that is evidence-based and
non-stigmatizing.

Objectives:
This quality improvement study aims to increase pediatric residents’ knowledge, attitudes, and
self-efficacy regarding management of pediatric obesity in the primary care setting (lifestyle
checks), as well as decrease the use of weight stigmatizing language in electronic medical record
(EMR) documentation.

Methods:
The Lifestyle Check Toolkit was derived from a weight bias curriculum received by second year
pediatric residents in the primary care track at UCLA, a literature review of evidenced based
lifestyle interventions for pediatric obesity, and in consultation with a pediatric obesity medicine
specialist. The Lifestyle Check Toolkit includes a 25 minute self study powerpoint with
information about the complexity of pediatric obesity and the negative health effects of weight
stigma. In addition, residents will receive a standardized EMR template for lifestyle checks
developed based on published care standards. The template explicitly omits stigmatizing
language and focuses on behavioral change, with the goal of shifting focus from weight
reduction as the only marker of success in the clinical encounter. Participating residents will
complete pre/post knowledge, attitudes and self efficacy surveys on pediatric obesity prior to
participating in the project and again upon completion. Residents will also complete chart
reviews of their own patients using a tool developed to assess obesity management and the
prevalence of stigmatizing language in the EMR. Residents will complete 5 chart reviews of
patients seen prior to reviewing the Lifestyle Check Toolkit and 5 chart reviews of patients seen
after reviewing the toolkit. Patients seen in the resident’s continuity-clinic with a BMI >85th

percentile and where lifestyle/weight was addressed during the visit will be randomly selected by
the resident to review. Management of pediatric obesity and the use of stigmatizing language in
documentation will be compared pre/post intervention.



Fig 1. Timeline outlining the steps of the Lifestyle Check Toolkit QI project. Step 6 is anticipated
to complete in May 2024.



Fig 2. EMR template that residents will use in their lifestyle checks, notable for the exclusion of
stigmatizing language.

Results:
Thirteen UCLA pediatric residents have enrolled in the Lifestyle Check Toolkit Quality
Improvement Project. Linked pre- and post-toolkit data will be analyzed using a paired t-test
model to investigate whether the Lifestyle Check Toolkit has significant effect on 1) the
prevalence of weight stigmatizing language in the EMR, 2) management of pediatric obesity
(e.g. use of motivational interviewing, referrals to services like mental health and nutrition), and
3) resident knowledge, attitudes, and self-efficacy with lifestyle management.

Conclusion:
Quality improvement may be one strategy to reduce the prevalence of stigma in clinical
communication while increasing evidenced based practices in the management of pediatric
obesity.
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