North Dakota CPS Workshop
Keeping abreast of the new car seats on the market and technologies being used in motor vehicles is important for our team’s certified child passenger safety technicians. Our team was honored to be a part of the 2024 North Dakota CPS Workshop planning team and the day saw attendance of over eighty people coming to learn about child passenger safety updates. The event was held in Bismarck, ND at the end of July and we were excited to have some of the major car seat manufacturers there to showcase their new products.  
Here are some of our key messages from this workshop:
· Car seats can be difficult to use and install. Seek out a resource such as Safe Kids if you have questions about the use or your seat or even a “puzzle” of how to fit all the seats in the car. Additionally, please be sure to read the car seat instruction manual AND the vehicle owner’s manual. Seats are often used differently in various vehicles, so it is important you read both of those resources.
· There are lots of new seats on the market. Be weary of “prices too good to be true” as there are companies selling counterfeit seats, especially on-line. There are lots of “clues” as to whether the seat is counterfeit including issues with labeling, harnesses that are missing parts, no “model” of seat on it, instructions in different languages and parts that seem poorly made. Reach out to us if you think you might have a car seat that is not authentic.
· Child passenger safety should extend to school buses as well as motor vehicles. There are many students that would benefit from some type of a safety restraint on school buses. Our team has car seat technicians also trained in school bus transportation and are willing to help with finding the best seat/vest for school bus transportation. Please reach out to use if you have questions.
· One of the new technologies/features with car seats is those that “revolve”. These seats are installed in the car with a base and can be swiveled from rear facing to sideways to put the child in easily to front facing. Be sure you read your instruction manual carefully so you properly use this new technology.
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