Although kids are on vacation for the summer, you, unfortunately, are not. Who takes care of your children when school is out, but you still have to work? There are many centers that offer summer programs for elementary aged children. Maybe you want someone to watch your children at your home so they can attend other summer activities. It may seem overwhelming to hire a nanny to care for and entertain your children during the summer months, but it is easier than you think. Here are some tips to get you started.
Clarify Your Needs
Will the kids need rides to summer day camps or soccer practice? Will there be light housekeeping involved? Will the nanny be expected to entertain your little ones for most of the day and plan trips to the park and town pool? Do you need someone to help them review fractions, practice penmanship or complete summer homework? All of these expectations need to be communicated upfront when you write your job description and interview possible candidates.
Car Seat/Booster Needs
If your child rides in a car seat or booster seat in your car, then they will need to ride in one in the nanny’s car as well. Consider purchasing a lightweight option and show the nanny how to correctly install it in their car and also how to harness the child correctly. Safe Kids Grand Forks has car seats available for purchase and you can also send your nanny to a car seat checkup event to ensure they have all the information they need. Remember, all children should ride in a booster seat until they are around 4’9” tall – this is around 10 years of age for most children.
Discuss Vacation
Plenty of people travel during the summer. Are you planning any family vacations or long weekends? Will you offer paid time off while you're out of town? Does your nanny have any vacations planned will make her unavailable?
Qualifications
Summer days are usually spent outside enjoying the nice weather. With this comes extra responsibility on the nanny's part. There are lots of safety issues for a child outside in summer — the nanny would have to protect the child from sun, bugs, playground injuries, etc.… so a summertime nanny should be extra vigilant and know first aid.
These tips should help lead you in the right direction to find a nanny. If you can’t be there with your children every day, a caring, fun nanny is the next best thing!
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