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A WORD FOR EVERYONE - Just a note of thank you for all of you that through the months and 
years who have been faithful friends to the ministry. Believe this or not, the ministry can be a very 
lonely position, in many ways. Throughout the years, I have encountered those whom at times were 
"opportunists" who wanted to "get close" to promote their own agendas, thus their motive for being a 
"friend" is corrupt. Then there are others, that to your face, act like they are a friend, but will talk 
about you behind your back and smile to your face while putting a dagger into your spine at the 
same time. I have watched many, who are right there with you, until you preach, say or do 
something that they don't agree with and then like a horse at a race track, off they go to the next 
place. This is why, just as Christ, I place little trust in people because they turn on a dime. Just look 
at Christ at Passover. Those crying crucify were mixed with voices that four days earlier were crying 
"Hosanna." 

In ministry, it is difficult (without discernment) to know who to trust with information and what to do if 
you do if a minister makes wrong choices in some manner. With social media, rumors about people 
spread, often without accurate facts. I have been fodder in major papers, where journalists 
misquoted me out of context, to create a false narrative and negative opinion. And the sad thing is 
readers often repeat it as truth. My ministry e-mail has been slammed with hate mail, just for 
preaching the truth, and for people hearing I said something, which I never said. 

Yet, over these many years I have managed, by grace, to push through and continued to go past 
these human hindrances, including the hate mongers and those who despise anyone trying to do 
good. It is easy to "arm chair ministry" from your laptop, complaining about the need for offerings to 
keep the gospel going, or being a self-appointed theologian to correct the many errors in a teaching. 
After all I am a "heretic" for believing in a "Rapture!" 

I am now 60 and honestly can relate to a statement David made, "I am weak this day though 
anointed king." He was weary from many years of battles, including the internal battle with Saul, yet, 
he understood he had been anointed by the Lord for a particular purpose. Many can relate to David's 
statement, "I would have perished had I not thought to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living." 

I have often put ministry first, beyond taking care of me physically, mentally and emotionally, and it 
has taken a toll. When David tried to kill a giant in his older years, the giant almost slew him, until 
one of his 'mighty men' stepped in and told me to quit trying to take on something this big in his old 
age; something he could only do when he was young. There comes a time when you let a small 
remnant of others step to the front and fight. Pick and choose your battles. 

Years ago, Oral Roberts said that when you leave this world, you will be blessed if you have two 
friends (outside of family) that have stayed with you faithfully through the good and bad your entire 
life; loved you unconditionally, never turned against you never saying one negative word - two will be 
good. Thankfully I have at least two. Hope you do also. 

Battle Scarred but Sill Standing, 
P.F. Stone, Jr. Son of Fred 

 


