
San Antonio Express-News - October 17, 2019 
 
Pipeline operator asking Texas regulator to rethink flaring 
decision 
 
A first-of-its-kind dispute over whether an oil producer can burn off 
natural gas — even though a pipeline is available to transport the 
substance — is headed back to state regulators. The Texas Railroad 
Commission, the state’s oil and gas regulator, voted 2-1 on Aug. 8 to 
allow Exco Resources of Dallas to flare the natural gas, a byproduct of 
its oil production, at 69 locations in Dimmit and Zavala counties. 
 
Pipeline operator Williams Cos. is seeking a rehearing of the matter at 
the commission’s meeting Oct. 23. Flaring, the controversial practice of 
controlled burning of natural gas, releases pollutants into the 
atmosphere. In the first case of its kind, Tulsa, Okla.-based Williams 
contested Exco’s flaring permit, arguing there was no need to flare the 
gas because Exco could use Williams’ gathering system in the area. The 
commission routinely approves thousands of uncontested flaring permits 
a year, largely based on the absence of pipeline systems to transport the 
natural gas, said Harry Sullivan, Jr. an attorney who teaches oil and gas 
law at Texas A&M School of Law in Fort Worth. 
 
“This case is unusual because there is no need to flare the gas — you 
can send it to the pipeline,” he said. Williams spokesman Keith Isbell said 
in a statement that the TRC’s Rule 32 prohibits flaring except when it’s a 
necessity. “We believe the facts of this case provide a sound basis for 
the commission to take a second look at its recent approach to flaring 
as this is the first time that a producer has sought to electively flare all of 
its gas despite an available connected gas gatherer able to transport 
the product for this producer,” Isbell said. Exco Resources, which 
emerged from bankruptcy in July, declined to comment. Willaims’ 
motion for reconsideration noted that Exco was a customer of Williams 
before the controversy, using its pipelines to transport the Eagle Ford gas 
from its wells. 
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