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All Events at
New Covenant Community 
210 W. Mulberry St.
Normal, IL 61761

Sponsor
New Covenant Community 

Registration
All Sessions
Pre-registration (by Aug 31, 2018) 
Registration (after Aug 31, 2018) 
Student Registration 

Single Sessions 
Friday Evening, 7:30–9 pm Saturday 
Morning, 9:30 am–noon Saturday 
Afternoon, 1:30–4 pm  

Contacts
Westar Institute
PO Box 346 
Farmington, Minnesota 55024 
(651) 200-2372
events@westarinstitute.org

Local information
Susan Ryder
susan@nccnormal.org 
(309) 454-7362

Bringing religion scholars into conversation with local communities

An Advocate for Religious Literacy

westarinstitute.org/upcoming-events-calendarVisit

Arthur J. Dewey (Th.D., Harvard University) is 
Professor of Theology at Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Formerly a regular on PBS’s 
Saturday Morning Edition (WVXU, 91.7 in 
Cincinnati), he is the author or editor of many works 
including Inventing the Passion (2017), Wisdom 
Notes (2016), The Gospel of Jesus (2d ed., 2014) and 
The Complete Gospel Parallels (2012)

Celene Lillie (Ph.D., Union Theological Seminary) is 
the Director of the Tanho Center and on the pastoral 
staff at Boulder First United Methodist Church in 
Colorado. She is the author of several books, 
including The Rape of Eve: The Transformation of 
Roman Ideology in Three Early Christian Retellings of 
Genesis (2017).

invites you to a Jesus Seminar on the Road event:

The Political Jesus
September 14-15, 2018 in Normal, Illinois

with Westar scholars Arthur J. Dewey and Celene Lillie

The Jesus of history resisted the political and social realities of his day. Early Christians did 
the same. Neither one was necessarily successful in their aims, but what do we know about 

their attitudes toward the economy, immigrants, and war? How did Jesus and emerging 
Christ communities express concerns for justice and peace? Looking at the world today, 

what would they say about American politics?

Weekend sessions include: 
Christ Communities and 
Resistance: Understanding 
what early communities say to 
us today.

Christian Resistance Today: In 
some ways, Christianity today is 
a movement of resistance 
within an empire

Jesus, Empire, And Us: Might 
this be a time in American 
history to listen closely again to 
what Jesus had to say?

Jesus & the art of Resistance: 
Although Jesus' resistance was 
subtle, it didn't go unnoticed by 
Rome. 




