WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020

BUSINESS REPORT
ON CORONA VIRUS

JOINT COMMUNICATIONS EDITION FROM THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES, CORAL GABLES
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT OF CORAL GABLES

COVID-19 INFORMATION
Our community is going through an unprecedented time in our history.
We understand the overwhelming challenges you and your businesses
are facing. The City of Coral Gables, along with our partners at the Coral
Gables Chamber of Commerce and Business Improvement District of
Coral Gables, are working on initiatives to support your businesses and
see you through this time. This special joint report includes tools that
we hope will help ease the effects of this pandemic.

IMPORTANT LINKS:
CDC: BUSINESS INFO LINK
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH
INFORMATION FOR HOTELS
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY: COVID-19

Take-out & Pickup Zones for Restaurants
Effective immediately, the City is converting all centralized valet
locations in Downtown Coral Gables to Take-out & Pickup Zones. The
only exception is the valet stand on the 200 block of Miracle Mile which
will remain active until further notice. In addition, the City is adding
three more locations: Parking lot 25 adjacent to Giralda Plaza, 200 block
of Andalusia Avenue near Chocolate Fashion, and on the 2400 block of
Ponce de Leon Boulevard, near Cheesecake Factory.
All of these locations will provide free parking for up to 10 minutes.
Please look for the “10 Minute Take-out Parking Only” signs. Locations
may be adjusted.

SBA: BUSINESS GUIDANCE &
RESOURCES
TAKE THE GOVERNOR'S
BUSINESS DAMAGE
ASSESSMENT SURVEY

Update on Restaurants & Shopping
The Business Improvement District (BID) is working with merchants in the
downtown to create a list of restaurants and shops that are open for takeout and/or delivery services. The list is being updated regularly and includes
the accommodations each business is making to serve the community. You
can find the list here.
We’d like to hear from restaurants, cafes and shops outside of the BID
district. Share your plans with us. Tag the City in your Facebook and
Instagram post or send us an email at business@coralgables.com.
Emergency Bridge Loan Program
Our business community, much like communities across the nation, is
experiencing economic challenges as a result of COVID-19. We are happy to
announce that the state of Florida has activated its Small Business
Emergency Bridge Loan Program. The bridge loan program, managed by the
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO), will provide short-term
(one-year), interest-free loans for up to $50,000 to qualified for-profit,
privately held Florida small businesses (2-10 employees) established prior
to March 9, 2020. The application period runs through May 8, 2020. For more
information, visit https://floridadisasterloan.org/.
Facebook Small Business Grant Program
Facebook has announced the creation of a $100 million fund to assist small
businesses in the United States and in over 30 countries impacted by the
Coronavirus pandemic or COVID-19. The funds will be distributed in the
form of grants. The grants will be available to approximately 30,000 eligible
small businesses at an average of $3,333 per business. Facebook will be
accepting applications in coming weeks. Click here for more information.
10 Things to Help Local Businesses from the Chamber of Commerce
All businesses are encouraged to support one another. Here are a few ideas:
Purchase a gift card to use at a later date (retail, restaurant, grocery
store, etc.).
Take advantage of takeout curbside service and free delivery offers from
local restaurants in the Gables.
Don’t cancel your event at a local hotel – postpone it!
#dontcancelpostpone.
Shop local for the next 30 days for all daily needs, even if on-line only.
Share special offers you see on social media with your own networks, as
well as what is currently open for business.
Check-in with your employees, vendors and clients – especially if they
are working remotely to see how they’re doing.
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Comment, engage and offer authentic support on your social media
platforms to everyone; use the #OpenforBusiness hashtag.
Donate non-perishable food items to a local charity.
Consider sending a digital gift card to someone in need, even a coworker or employee, who may not be able to stock-up for 14 days.
Stay connected to the Chamber and all community organizations and
engage through your professional industry network.
New Order Regarding Scooters
Effective as of 6 p.m. today, Coral Gables will be enforcing the emergency
order issued by Miami-Dade County regarding scooters and other
mobility devices.
Shared mobility devices such as mopeds, scooters, bicycles
(motorized or not), or any other mobility device are not allowed on
any public road or sidewalk in Miami-Dade County. This includes all
devices made available at public docking stations or through an
online or application-based reservation system.
Personally-owned scooters, bicycles, and mopeds are allowed.
We’ll let you know when scooters return to the downtown for your riding
enjoyment!

