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Making your home wheelchair accessible 

doesn’t always have to cost a fortune. If you 

want to make your home more inviting for 

everyone, it’s important to make it wheelchair 

accessible. Here are a few simple and low-cost 

steps that can make your home easier to 

maneuver around and welcoming.  

Install Grab Bars in the Bathroom, and 

Ramps for Doorways 

Install grab bars around the toilet and bathtub 

area. Grab bars can typically hold up to 250 

pounds and can help with transfers from the 

toilet/tub to a wheelchair. It’s a good idea to also 

have ramps in the area where guest enter/exit.  

Remove Rugs  

Not only can rugs affect someone with allergies, 

it can affect someone who uses a wheelchair, 

too. If a rug must be used, purchase one with a 

non-slid backing and one without tassels at the 

end.  

Change Doorknob and Faucet Levers  

Replace standard door knobs with lever-type 

handles. Attaching a string around the lever can 

make it easier for someone to pull a door open 

or closed. Also, change the round handles on 

bathroom and kitchen sinks with lever ones. This 

would help someone with dexterity issues.  

 

Adjust Width of Doorways  

The standard width of a door frame is 24”; which 

is too narrow for most wheelchairs to get 

through. If funds are available, hire a carpenter 

to widen the door frame. If this option is not 

available, consider changing out the regular 

doors for pocket doors and or curtains and 

drapes.  

Rearranging Furniture  

Maneuvering a wheelchair requires a good 

amount of space. When rearranging furniture, be 

sure to leave at least a 32-inch path, with a turn 

radius of 5 feet.  
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If you’re looking to modify your home, but are on a limited income, reach out to your local non-profit 

organization such as Kiwanis, Lions, etc., and see if they will be able to offer you some assistance.  

For more information, visit these links: 

Assistive Technology Partners: Low-Cost Solutions for Making Your Home Accessible (PDF) 

http://www.globaldisabilityrightsnow.org/sites/default/files/related-files/335/Access%20-%20Low%

20Cost%20Solutions%20for%20Making%20Your%20Home%20Accessible.pdf  

How to Make Your Home Handicap Accessible (HowStuffWorks) 

http://home.howstuffworks.com/home-improvement/remodeling/how-to-make-your-home-handicap-

accessible1.htm  

ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

https://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm  

New Mobility Magazine (See July 2017 issue for article on home accommodations)  

http://www.newmobility.com/digital-archive-2017/  
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