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OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

As October comes to a close, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on the fact that this month is Domestic Violence Awareness month. While domestic violence and intimate partner abuse is something we should be aware of every month, October is a chance to bring attention to something that affects every single part of Indiana and our nation. 

As your Prosecutor here in Franklin County, I wanted to take a moment to talk about the nature of domestic violence and give the residents of our community some helpful tips on how we can all do our part to combat it. 

In Indiana, more than 42 percent of women and 27 percent of men experience some form of intimate partner violence in their lifetime, according to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. This violence can take the form of physical, verbal, sexual, or psychological abuse--including stalking, harassment or intimidation. Sadly, things have only gotten worse over the past few years, due in large part to the response to the pandemic.

For example, Safe Passage, Inc. (the sole support provider of domestic and violence services for six counties in southeast Indiana) recently experienced the highest monthly number of crisis calls to date on the hotline service in August 2022. This is on top of a 139% increase in shelter clients since January, and a 142% increase in overnight stays at the 30-bed shelter. “It’s not just one thing, but a myriad of reasons for this record increase…from the pandemic and stress to a need for safe shelter due to the housing shortage,” said Kim Bohman, Director of Empowerment Services.  “On a more positive note, the increase in calls is also attributed to our amazing collaborative partners who share information about the free supportive services offered through Safe Passage. We know the more who know about us, the more we can serve.” 

Established 25 years ago, Safe Passage has helped 16,000 survivors and their children escape from a lifestyle of violence. Services include shelter, transportation, legal advocacy, emergency hospital response, job and housing assistance, children’s programming, counseling, wellness and life skills. “Everyone deserves to have a healthy, loving and respectful relationship, no matter what,” said Cari Kettman, Executive Director. “We want to emphasize and spread the message that there is a place of help, healing and hope for those survivors and their children.”

There are other ways to help. Make sure to safely check in on your friends, family, neighbors and acquaintances. Know the signs of potential abuse. Some are easier to identify than others, such as: bruises, black eyes or unexplained injuries, especially if the person you suspect might be a victim has constant excuses for those injuries. Others signs of physically or emotionally abusive and controlling relationships can be more difficult to spot. These may include: abrupt personality changes, loss of self-esteem, constantly checking in with their partner, constantly changing plans and not visiting family or friends, never having any money on hand, worrying about pleasing their partner, and more. If you think someone you know may be suffering from abuse, don’t be silent. Talk to the person you are worried about and share your concerns. Listen to them and let them know that you care and are available to help. Continue to check in on them and don’t be afraid to alert the authorities. 

My office takes domestic violence very seriously and we want to do everything we can to eliminate it in our county and state.  We also recognize that each household faces its own unique set of circumstances when it comes to this issue, and will always be mindful of the fact that our prosecutorial and investigative duties often compel us to involve ourselves in the family matters of strangers. 

But it is of utmost importance that victims of crime allow their voices be heard in a Court of Law, without fear of intimidation by the perpetrator and/or those acting on behalf of the abuser who would seek to silence or twist the truth. As your Prosecutor, I am duty-bound to seek and present nothing but the truth, and see to it that our Court system deals with violent offenders accordingly.  

In addition, Indiana recently passed a bill that will help domestic violence survivors who might be testifying against their abuser. It adds a possible charge of Obstruction of Justice against anyone who tells a witness to lie or not show up to a court proceeding. Many survivors are bullied into not cooperating by their abuser or the abuser’s family members. This new law should help address that behavior and further protect survivors. 

For more information on how you can help, visit the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence at icadvinc.org or the National Network to End Domestic Violence at nnedv.org. For more information about Safe Passage and the many wonderful services the organization provides to local victims of domestic or sexual violence go to www.safepassageinc.org, call or text 877-733-1990. 
Together, the citizens of Franklin County can work to check on our friends, family and neighbors to ensure that we do our part to limit domestic violence around here. 
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