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To our brethren in Israel,

In this time of war, Am Yisrael has come together, both secular and religious, right and left, and those living
in Israel with those in chutz la‘aretz. We all stand behind and support our beloved soldiers and those on the
front lines of this battle. The amazing acts of self-sacrifice by those who have fought and the morale and spirit
of those entering battle is of the highest order. Am Yisrael is supporting them from behind as well, engaging
in numerous acts of chessed, generosity and prayer.

Our Sages tell us that there is another area in which we can help all those in danger; that being talmud Torah.
To this end, Rav Eli Ozarowski together with the Tzurba team has put together a pamphlet discussing the
power of Torah study and achdut in times of trouble that we are distributing freely and hope that many
people will study and make use of over the next week.

In this merit and the merit of the rest of our efforts, may all the injured have a complete recovery, may all
the missing and captives return speedily and safely, and may our soldiers destroy our enemies. “V’nachalato

»

lo ya'azov,” “He will not abandon His inheritance.”

Rabbi Doron Perez Rabbi Doron Podlashuk Rabbi Benzion Moshe Algazi

Executive Chairman Director Head

Mizrachi World Movement  The Selwyn & Ros Smith and Family ~ The Tzurba M’Rabanan Institute
Manhigut Toranit Program
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This past week has been one of the most traumatic and trying times for Am Yisrael in the last two
generations. How should we respond? What can we do to help in this time of crisis? We are not all soldiers
in the Israeli army, and yet we too want to take part in the physical and spiritual fight for salvation against
our enemies. In this short piece, we have compiled some sources exploring our emergency spiritual
arsenal, including teshuva (repentance), Torah study, and joining together in unity (achdut) with the
rest of the Jewish People. Let us hope that in the merit of our study and performance of the concepts
discussed here, combined with the rest of the physical and spiritual war effort, Hashem will grant Am
Yisrael with salvation, complete recovery of the wounded, and safe and speedy return of the hostages.

Tefilla and Teshuva

Throughout the Tanach and subsequent Jewish history, the most natural responses to crises have begun
with crying out to Hashem and repentance. The Rambam famously writes that when a Jewish community
isin distress, they should fast and cry out to Hashem. The Rambam emphasizes that an attack by enemies
or an attempt to conquer land constitutes one of the primary scenarios which warrant this response.

1 VMl Rambam, Hilchot Ta’aniot 1:1, 2:3

1:1 It is a positive Torah commandment to cry out and to
sound trumpets in the event of any difficulty that arises which
affects the community, as it states (Bamidbar 10:9): “[When
you go out to war.... against] an enemy who attacks you and you
sound the trumpets...” [ This commandment is not restricted
to such a limited scope; rather] the intent is: Whenever you are
distressed by difficulties — e.g., famine, plague, locusts, or the

like - cry out [to God] because of them and sound the trumpets.

1:2 This practice is one of the paths of repentance, for when a
difficulty arises, and the people cry out [to God] and sound the
trumpets, everyone will realize that [the difficulty] occurred
because of their evil conduct, as it states (Yirmiyahu 5:25): “Your
sins have turned away [the rains and the harvest climate].” This
[realization] will cause the removal of this difficulty.

2:3 What is meant by “the distress that the enemies of the Jews
cause the Jews”? When gentiles come to wage war against the
Jews, to impose a tax upon them, to take land away from them,
or to pass a decree [restricting the observance of our faith, ]
even concerning merely a light mitzva, they should fast and
sound the trumpets until [God shows] mercy. ..

A-N:N MMYn oo nmam A1
bR
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JM2X0 Y Xanw X Y0 Yy N
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In our times, an attack against the State of Israel has repercussions and ramifications against Jews across
the globe, where enemies of the State often create upheaval and often demonstrate aggressively, and/or
vandalize, threaten, and attack Jewish communities throughout the world. Thus, these halachot pertain
to all of us, wherever we live. Although today fasting is generally not encouraged on a widespread scale
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(excepting the formal fasts enacted by Chazal), crying out to Hashem and repentance are certainly
appropriate. Moreover, it may be that even the Ramban, who holds that the mitzva of daily tefilla is
only of rabbinic origin, may agree that tefilla during an eit tzara (time of trouble) has the status of a
biblical mitzva .!

o Hasagot HaRamban, Mitzvat Asei S WYy myn | 7 2amn nnwia L2

...Regarding the derivation of the Sages in the Sifrei (Parshat 11T 1T2V21 (2pPY) MDOA WITW 0.
Ekev), “’To serve Him, this refers to learning Torah; alter- XN2NEX 795N 11 AKX 727 TMYN0
natively, this refers to tefilla,” this is either a supporting TmYw 7T2ava YYonw 1019 IN N
text [asmachta] or means to say that service of Hashem mymamy myaxs nya 19X S9omw i1n
in general includes learning Torah and praying to Him at T YN DTV YD 1TAY TYK 1791 1Y
times of distress, and that we should look to Him likea ., (037 92T2) 2MNOW IO TN DTN
servant looks to his master. This is in accordance with what
is written in the Torah (Bamidbar 10:9), “when you are at
war in your land against an aggressor who attacks you, you
shall sound the trumpets, so that you may be remembered

DONK TN XYY DOXIRA 1InYn IKAN
09719K T 199 DN NINIXA2 DMy
TN YY NANW TI¥ 7Y 90 Yy mxn X

before Hashem your God.” It is a mitzva for the community 17512 107 PXT

to respond to any distress that comes upon it by crying out
before Him in prayer.

Many authorities have spoken and written about tefilla and teshuva at times of crisis, and their importance
are well-understood. In these pages, we would like to explore sources related to two other important
avenues of response to the current situation.

The Protection of Torah Study

A number of sources indicate that Torah study can serve as an effective response during times of war and
distress. In Parshat Bechukotai, the Torah describes the reward Hashem promises for those who follow
His commandments.

3. If you follow My statutes and fulfill My commandments 1WA "NMI¥XN NX1 1DP0 "NpR2 oOX .2
and perform them... ..DNN ONwm
6.Iwill bring peace in the Land, and you will lie down with - X1 DR20WY PAX2 DIYY "InN A
no one to frighten [you]; Iwill remove wild beasts fromthe  9yn x9 39m YANT 10 7Y 0 Rawm
Land, and no army will pass through your land. ' R T oova

7. You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall before  .qq5 nmpY 15517 D" 2K NX DRDTN T
you by the sword.

1. See Tzurba M’Rabanan, volume 11, shiur 2.
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According to Rashi, citing Chazal, the Torah's reference to following Hashem’s mitzvot refers not only to
a general fulfillment of mitzvot, but specifically to toiling in Torah study.

1) Ml Rashi, Vayikra 26:3 210 KAp™ | w4

If you follow My statutes — I might think that this refers to the ,N11X17 DR 711 Y12 - 1D%N "Npna oxX
fulfillment of the commandments. However, when Scripture  nn»wy1 1wWn "NiyN NXI MIN XMW
says, “and observe My commandments,” the fulfillment of the N 10 NiT N DY DPR 0 DOX
commandments is [already] stated. So, what is the meaning of DYYnY PIRY 21990 "Npna ox oipn
“If you follow [teilechu] My statutes”? It means that you must - .(N'W.DD) iR
toil in the study of Torah.? T

Thus, according to Rashi, exertion in Torah study helps to bring about Hashem’s reward of peace in Eretz
Yisrael, and the promise that the population will not need to fear the attacks of enemies. Hashem’s rewards
and punishments are more complicated than vending machines, which function by the most simple and
immediate cause and effect; and we cannot be so arrogant as to assume that we can manipulate results
to our exact liking. Nonetheless, by describing specific reward and punishment, the Torah clearly shows
that intense Torah study is a powerful force in protecting our people against our enemies.

A similar conclusion concerning the importance of Torah during war time can be drawn from an incident
in which the prophet Yehoshua encounters an angel.

13. And it was when Yehoshua was in Yericho, that he lifted 172"V X" i YWin? nina mm .
up his eyes and saw, and, behold, a man was standing opposite 1917w 1271 TN THY WK 73T XM
him with his sword drawn in his hand; and Yehoshua wentto = NX 0T 19 MR PO YW 91T
him, and said to him, Are you for us, or for our adversaries? 7MXY OX
14. And he said, No, but I am the captain of the host of the y1n SR T R2Y W K D NKY 'IDN:ﬂ By
Lord; I have come now{v. And Yehos}.lua fell‘ on his face to the TN IR X 1D YX YT Yo
earth and prf)strated himself, and said to him, What does my T2 9K 12T TR 0 9
lord say to his servant? o ‘ T

According to the Gemara in Masechet Megilla, the angel approached Yehoshua in a hostile manner
because Yehoshua had failed to urge his soldiers to learn Torah during wartime.

[n Il Masechet Megilla 3a An9n noon L6

...Isn’tit written: “And it was when Yehoshua was in Yericho, 11’72 ywim» N2 nm” 2'NOM
that he lifted up his eyes and saw, and, behold, a man was 1715 Ty WK I XM Y KW
standing opposite him... and prostrated himself”... Asfor 15 2nx ..”(1"®xY) wnwn []
the angel's mission, the Gemara explains that the angel said to  p»39qy77 pa Yw Tnn DNYva wnx
Yehoshua: Yesterday, i.e., during the afternoon, you neglected
the afternoon daily offering due to the impending battle,

2. The word “teilechu” literally means “walk,” a strenuous activity (Gur Aryeh). [Addition of the English editors]
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and now, at night, you have neglected Torah study, and I
have come to rebuke you.

Yehoshua said to him: For which of these sins have you come?
He said to him: I have come now, indicating that neglecting

Tzurba M’Rabanan

.10 TNYN DNYvVA WOV
TNV Y MK 2NN T TN YYD 0N
"RITT 992 v 197” Tn nNa
27 0K (00N YWIT) "pnyi 1IN’

Torah study is more severe than neglecting to sacrifice the
daily offering. Yehoshua immediately determined to rectify
the matter, as the verses states: “And Yehoshua lodged that
night” (Yehoshua 8:9) “in the midst of the valley [ ha'emek]”
(Yehoshua 8:13), and Rabbi Yochanan said: This teaches that
he spent the night in the depths [b'umeka] of halakha, i.e.,
studying Torah in depth with the Jewish people.

1997 YW apmya Yw Tvn

Furthermore, much like Rashi’s comment above, it seems that the key component necessary for the
soldiers’ victory was not only regular Torah study, but intense Torah study, or study of halacha in depth,
“b'umeka shel halacha."

Another key source showing the importance of Torah study in protecting an individual can be found in
the Gemara in Masechet Sota. In the midst of a longer discussion, the Gemara explains in what ways
Torah study and mitzva performance can protect a person from harm, while they are being performed

and after they have been completed.

(n Il Masechet Sota21la

Rabbi Menachem bar Yosei interpreted this verse homi-
letically: “For the mitzva is a lamp and the Torah is light”
(Mishlei 6:23). The verse associates the mitzva with alamp
and the Torah with the light of the sun. The mitzva is associ-
ated with a lamp in order to say to you: Just as a lamp does
not protect one by its light extensively but only temporarily,
while the lamp is in one’s hand, so too, a mitzva protects one
only temporarily, i.e, while one is performing the mitzva.

And the Torah is associated with light in order to say to you:
Just as the light of the sun protects one forever, so too, the
Torah one studies protects one forever; and it states in the
previous verse with regard to the Torah: “When you walk, it
shall lead you; when you lie down, it shall watch over you;
and when you awake, it shall talk with you” (Mishlei 6:22).
The Gemara explains: “When you walk, it shall lead you”;
this is referring to when one is in this world. “When you lie
down, it shall watch over you”; this is referring to the time
of death, when one lies in his grave. “And when you awake,
it shall talk with you”; this is referring to the time to come
after the resurrection of the dead. The Torah that one studies
protects and guides him both in this world and in the next world.

NJ 1O10 Noon .7

YD1 72 0NN 27 WAT T NN NN
90NN TN MXN 1 (1:1°Ywn)
TIN2 TN DK 22 TN NN N0
70 7PN 1) 102 1Y 32 N NN
NYN 12720 71PN TIND N YW 109 KON
YW DY

20 TN 10 7Y MY MK TN0 DK
0N .OY1YY 10 1IN X oy
"MIN 10N 79900027 (20 Ywn)
T 021 AT NN N 7950003,
MR, Yy 1mwn J20wa”
..NX2% TNYY wn X
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Rav Yosef said that with regard to a mitzva, at the time
when one is engaged in its performance it protects one
from misfortune and saves one from the evil inclination;
at the time when one is not engaged in its performance,

Encouragement and Inspiration for Operation Iron Sword - 9

N2 12 PUOYT NXITWA TN o UK
NN NN 12 POV KXYT XIT'WA Xovm
POVT NXIT'W2 P2 TN XY XY NN
..NYXI1 KRN 12 OV XYT XITYA P A

it protects one from misfortune but it does not save one
from the evil inclination. With regard to Torah study, both at
the time when one is engaged in it and at the time when

N2 712 PPOYT KIT°YA 717N X271 1K XK
N2 MK 712 POy KXOT NITWa Koxm
PDYUT KITWA A TN KON XY 91NN
N2an "MK 72 70V XYT X311 pa a2

B PR RPN

one is not engaged in it, it protects one from misfortune
and saves one from the evil inclination.

...Rather, Rava said: With regard to Torah study, at the
time when one is engaged in it, it protects and saves; at
the time when one is not engaged in it, it protects one from misfortune but it does not save one from
the evil inclination. With regard to a mitzva, both at the time when one is engaged in its performance
and at the time when one is not engaged in its performance, it protects one from misfortune but it
does not save one from the evil inclination.

Thus, according to the conclusion of the Gemara, although all mitzva performance can protect a person
from harm on some level, Torah study is singled out as having the same protective value as well.

Rav Chaim of Volozhin mentions an additional benefit of Torah study, specifically from the Tanna D’bei
Eliyahu. When the Jewish people study Torah, Hashem Himself brings blessing to them and responds
to their requests for their needs positively as a result.

Nefesh HaChaim, Sha’ar 4, Chapter 14 T PD,TYW | DN wo) .8

In Tanna D'bei Eliyahu it states that when one studies Torah, P79 X271 19K 7TD 1TOK 27T XN
it brings good to the world, and this person may request 17 177,770 NN TMYW 117D 0N T
mercy and pray to the Holy One, blessed be He... and He  pmrn wpah X1 9197 ,09105 1210 KXan
will bring rain to the world. It also states there that whenever 4y N1 . K171 2 W MDY Yoena
SNWIW AT Y0, TV DW K1 101,099
DWW DTN PIXT WV TMNA PRoY
;19725 DITYN TID) MXVA KT M2 WTPA
DNWN PTX ANYXN YAINND NNRX "KW
TNXKIW L0727 KON DpWw PRI ApW)

J191,71Y NN 7121 101 Dpwin

the nation of Israel is engaged in Torah study and fulfilling
the will of their Father in Heaven, the Holy One, blessed be
He, turns to them to bless them Himself, as it says, “Truth
will sprout from the earth, and righteousness will look down
from heaven.” (Tehillim 85:12), and “hashkafa” refers to
blessing, as it says, “Look down, etc. and bless your people”
(Devarim 26:15).

These sources indicate that Torah study, especially when performed in a rigorous fashion, has tremendous
power to protect a person from harm. Although one could argue that this protective power appears to
apply only to the individual or group of people in question, in truth, everyone who lives in Israel today
needs protection from the various tools and schemes of our enemies. Moreover, the Gemara in Masechet
Makkot declares that people studying Torah in one location can even have an impact upon the soldiers
waging war in a different location.
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P asechet Mako 102 T on noon 9

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: What is the meaning of D0'7’11N) 2'N27T "Xn MY 12 YW "N
that which is written: “Our feet were standing in your ywa 1°927 11 NMTmy” (2:20p
gates, Jerusalem” (Tehillim 122:2)? What caused our feetto  1mny»w 1379379 D13 "n "OYwWI”
withstand the enemies in war? It is the gates of Jerusalem, QP PAW DYWI MYW - RAYna
where the others were engaged in Torah study. The term M
“in your gates” to mean: Because of your gates, the place of

justice and Torah.

It would seem, then, that increasing the amount and intensity of our Torah study may well be effective
in granting additional spiritual protection to the soldiers and all those on the front lines of the current
struggle.

Achdut

Another critical component of the response to times of distress is that of achdut, unity among the Jewish
people. To explain the importance of achdut at this time, we must first better understand the specific
quality of Jewish unity. The Maharal writes that Am Yisrael is bound together as one people more than
any other nation on earth. The oneness of a nation so close to Hashem, he explains, corresponds to the
oneness of Hashem Himself.

Mabharal, Netzach Yisrael, Ch. 3 277D O Xy | YN .10

...Because from an entity that is One [i.e,, God], onlyanentity ~ .THX P71 X2* XY, TNX XIiTW 12710
that is one [i.e., the people of Israel] can emerge.

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Kook emphasizes the same point in his work Orot.

oM Rav Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Orot, p- 5§ | PP PrIX? DTAN 27011

We are one people, one like the single One of the universe. This M "NV, NN
is the depth of our spiritual nature that we have in our force.  3771,091Y YW 17°M TAN , DMIN TN M)

1232122 WW )MAT Y20 pmy

This understanding explains the statement of the Midrash that when one Jew sins, all other Jews are
impacted by it as well, as if it were their own.
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(0] Vayikra Rabba 4:6 1T | 1371 KIpn.12

Chizkiya taught: “Israel is a scattered lamb” (Yirmiyahu 9K 711D 71w (1,2 707) 710 N
50:17), Israel is compared to a lamb. Just as when a lamb Yy aRiY fra A o ,ah Y 19wn)
is struck on its head or in one of its limbs, all of its limbs TP 12N 921 1MARY TAXD N WK
teel it, so too for Israel, when one sins, everyone feels it... TR 1991 KOIM 1 TN SN 1 92
Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught: This is comparable to PIW 0T 129 YWn RO 12 10T 10
people sitting on a ship. One took a hammer and began to Yrnm UT?D 10 TN V) Tl;’E_;Da v
hammer underneath himself. His friends said to him, what WP FOK T T30 19 1K PRNR AP

are you sitting and doing? He said, what does it matter to i .
; AN XY D2 NHOX 0 DAY MK aiim
you, as am I not hammering underneath myself alone? They \ N R
PDIXM PRIV DMAW 17 1K, OTIR X

said to him, but the water will rise up and flood the ship...
L TTPDDT DX Y

This is the reason that when part of our people is in pain or distress, it must be experienced by the rest
of the people as well. But this reality can also be used to our benefit, and the more that we are unified,
the more that Hashem will hopefully save us.

The Midrash Tanchuma states that if the Jewish people are united, then the middat hadin (attribute of
justice) cannot harm us and the redemption can arrive.

(n M Midrash Tanchuma, Shoftim 18 M QUMW | NPIMIN WITH.13

When the people of Israel make themselves one unit, then 12"DX NN MM WY YXIW W 012
even if idolatry exists among them, the attribute of justice D772 NV T NTA PN, DT T MY
will not touch them.

[n Il Midrash Tanchuma, Nitzavim 1 N D2X) | NN waTtn.14

...Similarly, you find that the people of Israel will not be TV J"9X2) YXIW* PRW XXM NN 1I1...
redeemed until they have become one entity. JINX TTUR YW

The Talmud Yerushalmi reinforces this idea by declaring that Achav, one of the wicked kings in the
biblical kingdom of Israel, was still victorious in war due to his army’s avoidance of speaking lashon
hara against others.

(n M Talmud Yerushalmi, Pe’ah 1:1 N:N XD | mbwr mbn.15

The generation of Achav was full of idol-worshippers, but XYW V1 171 17V * 721V AKMAKX YW 117 Yax
because they didn’t have gossipers they were victorious in . JPrX11 (anYnY oy v vy 1Y mn
battle.

The Shem Mishmuel echoes this theme as well in declaring that our defeating our enemies hinges upon
our unity.
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Shem Mishmuel, Ki Teitze 8:5-6 1-11:1 NXN ) | SNMwn Dw .16

Defeating our enemies depends mainly on the unity of the NITAXNT2 AN YN D2MNKT MY WK
people of Israel, as then they are considered to be fulfilling all 1”177 9 ™M»HPN DAWM DA IRW YN
248 positive mitzvot [since the mitzvot fulfilled by different  mn™5wa D'PYN 0YX DYV W, Y0
individuals are combined together], and the divine image

rests upon them fully...

The Sefat Emet goes a step further and suggests that in the Purim story, the very fact that the Jews of
Shushan gathered together in unity (Esther 4:16) in response to Haman's decree was itself the source of
their salvation, even before any other steps were taken.

Sefat Emet, Shemot, Purim 20:3 20 DMDY ,MNY | NN NHW .17

...But then through the hatred that arose among the nations  D™Vi1 1"V VW aNIWT MY 0 NKNL..
to destroy them, that itself was the salvation... and the Jewish  TANNN ... V1w 71 19XV 771 .0TAND
people united, as it says, “gather all the Jews,” and itis written, 2 m51 Q™11 95 19 DD WD HNIW? 02
“they gathered together to stand up for themselves” (Esther pyxvm AP 19Y .owdy Yy Tmw 190

9:16). Therefore, the primary mitzva of megillah is [to read MDORNA " VI YW T .90
it] with ten... to allude to the fact that the main salvation SPTANA 9K K119 73

was the gathering of the Jewish people to lead to unity.

According to the Sefat Emet, then, the very fact that the Jewish people unified themselves was itself the
gateway to their salvation. This is an important message for us today as well. The more unified the Jewish
people are, the more divine assistance and salvation we will receive.

For this reason, it is critical that everyone in the Jewish community be involved in the effort to support
the nation in times of distress, in whatever way they are capable. The Rambam stresses that when the
community is in distress, every individual must participate.

1 VAl Rambam, Hilchot Teshuva 3:11 N2 121wn 'S0 | D"an.18

A person who separates himself from the community [may ,N17°2y 72y X7W D"YX1, 712X 73710 WD
be placed in this category] even though he has not trans-  MI¥N WY 1K1 HXW? NTYN HT2) KON
gressed any sins. A person who separates himself from the  jmyna mynn X9 72 0193 XY119992
congregation of Israel and does not fulfill mitzvot together y5yxy YANIT ™10 TAXD 19772 9917 KON
with them, does not take part in their hardships, or join in . X271 B9 POIY PR TN K
their [communal] fasts, but rather goes on his own indi-

vidual path as if he is from another nation and not [Israel],

does not have a portion in the world to come.

Every one of us has a role to play in this battle and various ways to contribute to the effort to support Am
Yisrael. The greater role we play, the greater achdut we can bring among our people. Let us pray that in
the merit of our physical and financial efforts, our tefilla, our teshuva, our Torah learning, and our attempts
to increase achdut among the various parts of our people, Hashem will grant us divine assistance and
salvation in every area and pave the way for the final redemption.
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