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AACCNJ announces honorees for 17th Annual Circle of

Achievement Awards Gala

ROI-NJ.com | Staff | October 28, 2026

The African American Chamber of Commerce of New Jersey (AACCNJ) announced Oct. 27 the
keynote speaker and honorees for the 17th Annual Circle of Achievement Awards Gala, which will be
held on Feb. 18, 2027, from 6 p.m. — 11 p.m. at The Venetian in Garfield.

The theme for the 2027 Black History Month Gala is “Celebrating Legacy, Cultural Excellence and
Impact,” and Jeanette J. Epps, Ph.D., retired NASA astronaut and aerospace engineer, will serve as the
keynote speaker.

“We are pleased to bestow the ‘Presidential Award of Excellence for Exceptional Performance &
Innovation’ upon Dr. Jeannette Epps for 16 years of service with the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and her expertise as a flight engineer on NASA’s SpaceX Crew-8 science
mission and crew rotation to the International Space Station (ISS),” said Dr. John E. Harmon,_Sr.,
founder, president and CEO, AACCNJ. He will serve as master of ceremonies for the evening.

Each year during Black History Month, the AACCNJ recognizes a distinguished group of African
Americans who have attained a significant level of personal accomplishment and/or recognition in
business, education, public service, sports, entrepreneurship, entertainment or culture.
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Before we vote, ask how the city will work, part one

The Trentonian | Gene Bouie | October 6, 2026

Trenton voters should judge mayoral candidates not only by what they promise but also by how they
would manage the city to deliver those promises. A credible management plan should explain how an
administration would set priorities, organize departments, control spending, eliminate waste, improve
staff performance, reduce poverty, measure results, and hold officials accountable.

Residents experience government through timely inspections, functioning permits, reliable sanitation
and water service, responsive departments, and answers to calls. Management determines whether those
services work consistently and whether problems are corrected when they do not.

With about a month remaining before Trenton’s mayoral election, I reviewed publicly available
campaign materials for their attention to strategy, budgets, operations, staff performance, waste
reduction, poverty, and accountability. This is an assessment of management commitments, not an
endorsement or a ranking of candidates.

Jasi Edwards calls for reviews of city operations, modernization of outdated systems, better
departmental coordination, performance goals, and public reporting. Her platform also promises to
track service requests through resolution and fill critical vacancies within the first year.

New Jersey Economic Development Authority invests $16.5M to

support 8 startups

ROI-NJ.com | ROI-NJ Staff | OCtober 19, 2026

Since February, the New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) has approved a total of
$16.5 million to support eight cutting-edge businesses through the New Jersey Innovation Evergreen
Fund (NJIEF).

The startups are working on pushing forward new technologies in various sectors, including health care,
biotechnology, and life sciences.

NIJIEF increases access to strategic resources and venture capital in New Jersey, with the state as an
equity investor in early-stage companies and deploying up to $600 million alongside venture capital
firms.

“The NJIEF’s success is measured not just in dollars invested, but in the transformative impact it has
had on New Jersey businesses,” said NJEDA Chief Executive Officer Evan Weiss. “This cutting-edge
initiative fuels innovation, creates jobs, and positions our state as a global center for technological
discovery. Through strategic partnerships and targeted investments, Governor Mikie Sherrill and the
NJEDA are helping the next generation of companies thrive, reinforcing New Jersey’s reputation as a
leader in innovation and opportunity.”
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