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TRAVEL WITH US IN 2022!

PROMO CODE: BRAINERD

ALAKSA DISCOVERY TOUR
August 2–15

CANADIAN ROCKIES TRAIN *
August 20–29

CALIFORNIA OREGON TRAIN
September 7–16

IRELAND & SCOTLAND
September 9–23

WASHINGTON D.C. & NYC
September 26 – October 3

NYC & NEW ENGLAND
FALL FOLIAGE
October 6–14

Free Virtual Travel Show
December 15, 2021
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
For more info visit

BluebirdGuidedTours.com/call

Call or Email to RSVP or
request our full 2022 schedule!

1.888.506.1276
info@bluebirdguidedtours.com
www.BluebirdGuidedTours.com

* Less than 6 spots left

A Christmas for Kids wrapping event will 
take place from 10 a.m. until done Thursday, 
Dec. 16, at the Nisswa Community Center.

The Pine River American Legion Lunch with 
Santa will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 18, for children ages 10 and under and 
will include a stocking full of treats and a photo 
with Santa.

The Breezy Point Figure Skating Club and 
the Aspire Program will present a holiday exhi-
bition showcase performance at 6:15 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 19, at the Breezy Point Ice Arena. 
Admission cost is a donation of winter items for 
Eagle View Elementary School or money for the 
Lakes Area Food Shelf.
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Everyone has that one 
quintessential Christ-
mas present in their 
memory from youth that 
embodies all the magic 
and wonder of the sea-
son of giving.

For a little boy named 
Ralphie Parker in the 
play “A Christmas 
Story,” which is set in 
the 1940s, the ultimate, 
“gotta-have-it-or-I’ll-
die” present is a Red 
Ryder BB Gun.

Just in time for the 
holidays, Stage North 
Theatre Co. presents its 
version of this beloved 
and comical seasonal 
classic at the Franklin 
Arts Center on King-
wood Street at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 16-18 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 18-19.

Patrons won’t want to 
miss this heartwarming, 
hometown dramatiza-
tion of the popular 1983 
movie, according to a 
news release from Gary 
Hirsch, the company’s 
artistic director.

The film, directed by 
Bob Clark, was based on 
Jean Shepherd’s semi-
fictional anecdotes in 
his 1966 book “In God 
We Trust: All Others 
Pay Cash.” Shepherd 
also narrated the movie 
comedy.

In 1997, the cable 
TV station TNT started 

broadcasting a 24-hour 
marathon dubbed “24 
Hours of ‘A Christmas 
Story,’” which consisted 
of 12 consecutive show-
ings of the motion pic-
ture cult classic begin-
ning at 8 p.m. on Christ-
mas Eve and ending at 8 
p.m. on Christmas Day.

First-time director M. 
Hollis Ford said he was 
blessed to have “a slew 
of talented local actors 
— young and young 
at heart” — turn out 
for auditions for Stage 
North Theatre Co.’s pro-
duction of “A Christmas 
Story.”

The plot revolves 
around 9-year-old Ral-
phie wanting a Red 
Ryder Lever Action BB 
gun for Christmas. In 
his mind, with a Red 
Ryder in hand, Ralphie 
becomes the “hero’s 
hero, defeating danger-
ous desperadoes and 
upholding the law of the 
land.”

But whenever he ver-
balizes his desire to 
anyone who will listen 
- even Santa Claus - he 
is met with the deflat-
ing admonition, “You’ll 
shoot your eye out!”

Will Ralphie find any-

one to believe in his 
dream? Audiences for 
the Stage North Theater 
Co.’s production at the 
Franklin Arts Center in 
Brainerd will find out.

All tickets are $10. 
Tickets are available 
at the “A Needle Pull-
ing Thread” shop in 
the Franklin Arts Cen-
ter or online at www.
stagenorththeater.com.

To purchase tickets 
by phone or for group 
ticket information, call 
the ticket line at 218-
232-6810.

The cast for the play, 
which is made possi-
ble by a grant from the 
Five Wings Arts Coun-
cil, includes: Nat Rob-
erts, William Delaney, 
Rachel Delaney, Mark 
Oehrlein, Soren Pearson, 
Heather Pearson, Josiah 
Sechser, Asa Hems-
worth, Jude Kronstedt, 
Sam Kalthoff, Gianna 
Sechser, Isabel Pence, 
Emily O’Reilly, Caleb 
Pence, Weston Thiesse, 
Gary Binda, Emma-
lyn Borders, Gwenivere 
Engholm, Izabella Eng-
holm, Irie Kronstedt, 
Ella Mullen, Kate Orton, 
Nico Sechser, Zoe Sech-
ser, Evianna Thiese and 
Lydia Thiesse.

Stage North Theatre Co. presents 
‘A Christmas Story’ in Brainerd

Contributed / Stage North Theatre Co.

For the 13th consecu-
tive year, the holiday 
season will be raucous-
ly kicked off when the 
Rock & Roll Christmas 
Show hits the stage for 
one show only at 8 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 17, in the 
Gichi-Ziibi Center for 
the Arts at Brainerd 
High School.

The show is part of 
the Central Lakes Com-
munity Performing Arts 
Center’s Cultural Arts 
Series. Audience mem-
bers will be required to 
wear face masks. Those 
without masks will be 
provided one at the door.

Tickets are available 

from the CLC Theatre 
Box Office. Place an 
order by phone at 218-
855-8199 or buy tickets 
online at www.clcper-
formingarts.com.

“This will be the 13th 
appearance for Rock & 
Roll Christmas, but the 
show is always differ-
ent,” series producer 
Patrick Spradlin said 
in a news release. “I 
spoke with the band 
and was told audiences 
could expect a lot of new 
material, a new opening 
sequence, a new closer.”

This is the first year 
the show will be at the 
Gichi-Ziibi, which has a 

capacity of 1,200.
“We’ve always sold 

out the Tornstrom 
Auditorium and Crag-
un’s Centre when we’ve 
presented the show 
there,” Spradlin said. 
“We first presented the 
show in the Chalberg, 
which seats only 270. It 
was soon apparent we 
needed more seats.”

Rock & Roll Christmas 
is the creation of musi-
cians Ted Manderfeld 
and Paul Diethelm, from 
the St. Cloud area. For 
more information, visit 
www.rrxxrocks.com.

Hackensack fundraiser 
breakfast set Dec. 19

The Hackensack American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 202 will serve a fund-
raiser breakfast from 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 19, at the American 

Legion Club.
The menu includes a choice of 

pancakes, bacon and eggs; or biscuits 
and gravy with eggs. Both include 
juice and coffee for $7.

Proceeds support youth scholar-
ships.

LOCAL BRIEF

Central Lakes 
College Presents: 
Rock in the Holidays
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