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Did you 
find Erma in 
a photo on 
page B2 
last week? 
She was watching Pequot 
Lakes football players 
celebrate a homecoming 
victory. Have fun hunting for 
Erma this week!

Where’s 
Erma?
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Go Pine River 
tickets are 

being sold for 
$100 each. 
Contact the 

chamber to buy 
a ticket. Weekly 

drawings will 
resume in 

November.
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BRAINERD — The Brainerd 
Lakes Area Community Foun-
dation announced the Nisswa 
Community Fund will join the 
BLACF family of funds.

The foundation reported it is 
honored to host this fund and 
excited to see the impact it will 
have to support initiatives for 
the betterment of the city of 
Nisswa.

“We are thrilled that local 
leaders formed the Nisswa Pret-
ty Good Foundation, as it will 
be known locally,” Karl Samp, 
Brainerd Lakes Area Community 
Foundation executive director, 
said in a news release. “They 
had the foresight to create this 
fund to enhance a pretty good 
small town. And we all know 
here, that means the (recent-
ly named) Best Small Town in 
Minnesota! Donations are now 
being accepted to grow the fund 
and its impact in Nisswa.”

Pam Dorion, president of the 
Nisswa Chamber of Commerce, 
said: “I am beyond excited to 
get the Nisswa Pretty Good 
Foundation up and running. I 
can’t wait to assemble the last 
few committee members and 
see where this goes. Everyone 
here loves this town and every-
one that comes through wants 
to come again. … I see big things 
happening with this going for-
ward and I can’t wait. I love 
Nisswa!”

“Nisswa is an amazing com-
munity, and this will be instru-
mental in the community’s 
future success,” Jenny Max, 
Nisswa city administrator, said 
in the release. “A big thank you 
goes to the Nisswa Chamber for 
their vision; I can’t wait to be a 
part of this initiative that will 
provide opportunities for any-
one who loves Nisswa to come 
together and do great things!”

Dorion is the chair of the 
Nisswa Pretty Good Foundation 
and Max will serve on the com-
mittee as well.

“Once additional commit-
tee members are finalized, the 
committee will accelerate fund-
raising efforts to give the fund a 
jump-start,” Dorion said. “This 
could be a real game changer 
and provide a source to fund 
immediate and future needs of 
the community.”

The committee is asking any-
one who is interested in donating 
to do so online at bit.ly/3CkAcGS 
or mail it to CommunityGiving 
at 101 Seventh Ave. S, No. 100, 
St. Cloud, MN, 56301. Donors 
should note “Nisswa Commu-
nity Fund” in the memo line.

The Fund Committee would 
welcome any donations or 
matching grant dollars to help 
increase fund growth and 
requests people contact Dorion 

if interested in providing a
matching grant challenge or
donation.

The Brainerd Lakes Area Com-
munity Foundation attracts and 
administers charitable funds for 
the benefit of the local Brainerd 
area. Since 1998, the foundation 
has grown to over $16.7 million 
in assets and awarded over $8.1 
million in grants to nonprofits.

The Brainerd Lakes Area Com-
munity Foundation is governed 
by a local board of directors and 
is a partner of CommunityGiv-
ing, which is a collaborative of 
many community foundations 
united under a single frame-
work to create efficiencies that 
maximize the impact of donors, 
the release said. Collectively, 
CommunityGiving administers
over 1,000 funds totaling nearly 
$195 million.

Learn more at Community-
Giving.org/Brainerd.

Nisswa Community Fund joins BLACF

PEQUOT LAKES — The Lakes 
Area Food Shelf has sever-
al hundred tickets remaining 
for its 31st Nisswa Christmas 
Home Tour, which will take 
place Oct. 20-22.

Tour participants are shut-
tled to two private homes 
elaborately decorated for the 
holidays. Upon return to Niss-
wa, they can get a meal at 
a restaurant and shop at the 
stores.

The revenue from sales is 

needed to meet growing needs 
in the Brainerd lakes area. 
Tickets are $40 with all pro-
ceeds benefiting the food shelf. 
Tickets and additional infor-
mation are available at laf-
shometour.com.

“With the need growing in 
2022, buying a ticket to the 
Nisswa Christmas Home Tour 
is very much appreciated,” 
LAFS Director Kathy Adams 
said in a news release.

Nisswa shops donated their 

time and expertise to deco-
rate the tour homes, includ-
ing Anchored In, Buffalo Plaid, 
Chocolate Ox, Double T Acres, 
Found: A Curated Life, Lark 
and Olde Crow Gatherings.

LAFS served over 6,000 
through August, as govern-
ment pandemic relief programs 
expired and inflation raised 
costs. The numbers track well 
ahead of 2021. LAFS projects it 
may serve as many as 10,000 
by the end of the year, despite 

limiting individuals to two vis-
its per month.

“The combination of our
buying power with the help
from area grocers will maxi-
mize the impact of every dol-
lar from every ticket sold,” 
said Adams. “The Christmas 
Home Tour is our biggest 
annual appeal. With the con-
tinued growth in the number 
of friends and neighbors using 
the food shelf, we’re really 
hoping to reach record sales.”

Tickets available for Nisswa home tour, a food shelf fundraiser

CASS COUNTY

By Kyndra Johnson
Cass County Correspondent

WALKER — Cass 
County elections officials 
are clarifying procedures 
for absentee voters for 
the upcoming general 
election.

Cass County Board 
members heard an 
update regarding direct 
balloting procedures 
from Pam Smith, county 
elections administrator, 
during the board’s Tues-
day, Oct. 4, meeting.

Smith said direct bal-

loting is for absentee 
voters who would like to 
personally deposit their 
ballot into a DS200 ballot 
tabulator rather than use 
the envelope process.

In the past, absen-
tee voters were allowed 
to use the DS200 bal-
lot tabulator seven days 
prior to and on Election 
Day. However, it was 
discovered that use of 
the DS200 tabulator is 
not allowed on Election 
Day.

Instead, on Election 
Day Nov. 8, absentee 

voters will place their 
ballots in a ballot box 
where election judges 
will collect them and 
place them into the larg-
er ballot tabulator.

At their meeting Tues-
day, Sept. 20, the county 
board held a public hear-
ing concerning the sec-
ond reading of an ordi-
nance to enact golf cart 
usage on city and county 
roads within Lake Shore. 

With no public com-
ment made the hearing 
was closed and the board 
approved the ordinance.

Also Sept. 20, the 
board heard from Brooke 
Remer, 4-H extension 
educator, who discussed 
the results of the 2022 
Cass County Fair and the 
future of the 4-H pro-
gram in Cass County.

This year’s fair saw 
an increase in participa-
tion, with 53 4-H youth 
and three 4-H clubs 
exhibiting with a total 
of 458 entries. Out of 
those entries 33 of them 
advanced to Minne-
sota 4-H regional and  
state events.

Remer said that reten-
tion rates over the past
five years have increased 
from around 50% to 80%
of area kids continuing 
with 4-H until they age
out at 18. 

Remer said she is
beginning to revive the 
after-school programs
with area schools, par-
ticularly the schools in 
the northern half of Cass
County due to the south-
ern half already having a
strong program.
Kyndra Johnson is the Cass County 

correspondent.

Election officials clarify procedures for absentee voters

BRIEFS

POLICE BLOTTER

12-year-old boy dies 
in hunting accident 
near Motley

MOTLEY — A 12-year-
old boy died in a hunt-
ing accident Sunday, 
Oct. 9, in Moose Lake 
Township, rural Motley, 
Cass County Sheriff Tom 
Burch said in a news 
release.

Burch said that at 8:19 
a.m. Sunday, the sher-
iff’s office received a 
report of a hunting acci-
dent. Deputies arrived on 
scene and learned that 
a family from St. Paul 
was in the area, on pub-

lic land, hunting squir-
rels when the boy was 
accidentally shot by his 
uncle, 47, of St. Paul.

Deputies and respond-
ers initiated first aid and 
transported the boy from 
a wooded area to a nearby 
roadway to meet emer-
gency medical services 
personnel. Life-saving 
measures continued and 
the boy was transport-
ed from the scene to a 
nearby helicopter and 
taken to a Twin Cities 
area hospital, where he 
died later that day.

An autopsy is sched-
uled with the Hennepin 

County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office.

The investigation indi-
cates that the incident 
is a result of a hunting 
accident that remains 
under investigation. 
Assisting on the scene 
were Motley Fire and 
Rescue, North Memorial 
Ambulance and Air Care.

Man injured  
when pinned by 
truck in Lake 
Edward Township

LAKE EDWARD TOWN-
SHIP — Crow Wing 
County Sheriff Scott 

Goddard reports that at 
4:17 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 5, the sheriff’s office 
responded to a male 
pinned underneath a 
truck in the 23000 Block 
of Mollie Lake Road, 
Lake Edward Township. 

It was reported that the 
male was unconscious 
and was not breathing. 
Upon arrival, deputies 
learned that the victim, 
a 31-year-old man from 
Pillager, was working on 
a truck on a trailer.

The truck, a 2002 Ford 
F150, rolled backward 
partially off the trail-
er, pinning the victim 

between the truck and 
the trailer.

The Nisswa Fire
Department was able to
remove the man and CPR 
was initiated. The man
was airlifted to Centra-
Care-St. Cloud Hospital.

The incident was 
under investigation by
the Crow Wing County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The sheriff’s office was 
assisted by the Breezy 
Point Police Department, 
Nisswa Fire Department, 
North Memorial Ambu-
lance Service and North 
Memorial Aircare.

Department
COWS: Report at 1:46 p.m. 

on Oct. 3 of several cows on the 
road on County Road 66 in Man-
hattan Beach.

Report at 5:15 a.m. on Oct. 4 
of cows on the road on County 
Road 66 in Manhattan Beach.

CRASH: Report at 3 p.m. on 
Oct. 4 of a vehicle crash with 
injuries on County Road 3 in 
Crosslake.

Breezy Point Police Depart-
ment

ASSIST: Report at 6:04 p.m. 
on Oct. 9 of assistance given 
to Pequot Lakes Police Depart-
ment to locate juveniles who 
caused property damage on 
County Road 11 in Pequot lakes.

Report at 12:06 a.m. on Oct. 
8 of assistance to Pequot Lakes 
Police Department on Castle-
wood Court and Buschmann 
road when a male subject was 

alarm and shining a strobe light 
into the complainant’s resi-

-
vestigated. The non-compliant 
subject was tased and hand-

custody for disorderly conduct.
EMS: Report at 7:12 p.m. on 

Oct. 8 of medical involving a 
-

gers in a lawn mower.
DAMAGE: Report at 4:51 p.m. 

on Oct. 8 of broken windows at 
an abandoned property. A neigh-
bor had confronted four juvenile 
males at the property earlier in 

juveniles who denied damag-
ing the property or entering the 
building. They were trespassed 
from the property and their par-
ents contacted.

THEFT: Report at 11:20 a.m. 
on Oct. 5 of theft of three stop 
signs and a street sign from vari-
ous locations in Breezy Point.

-
partment

CRASH: Report at 4:41 p.m. 

on Oct. 6 of a crash with no in-
juries on Front Street in Pine 
River.

Report at 6:40 p.m. on Oct. 4 
of a crash with injuries on Lower 
Ten Mile Lake Road in Hacken-
sack.

Report at 6:07 p.m . on Oct. 2 
of a crash with injuries on 64th 
ST Sw. in Pequot Lakes.

BURGLARY: Report at 11:25 
p.m. on Oct. 7 of a burglary on 
Lakeside Drive in Backus.

Pequot Lakes Police De-
partment

DAMAGE: Report at 6:04 on 
Oct. 9 of damage to property 

on County Road 11 in Pequot 
Lakes.

CRASH: Report at 9:32 p.m. 
on Oct. 7 of a property damage 
crash on 2nd avenue in Jenkins.

THEFT: Report at 2:38 p.m. 
on Oct. 5 of theft of a cell phone 

on Olson Street in Pequot Lakes.
Report at 1:23 p.m. on Oct. 4

of theft of a boat and trailer on
Schmidt Way in Pequot Lakes.

FIRE: Report at 6:11 a.m. of a

Pequot Lakes.


