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volleyball

We will have room to grow as we will be filling significant openings due to graduation, but the girls are willing to put in the work.
CHRIS GANLEY

Patriots return after state runner-up finish

Team must fill
openings due to
seniors graduating

BY PETE MOHS
Echo Journal

PEQUOT LAKES

he Pequot Lakes
I Patriots volleyball
team is working
hard as they return from
the best finish in
program history —
finishing as Class 2A
state runners-up in 2022.

“The girls did some
hard work over the sum-
mer to continue to
improve,” said head
coach Chris Ganley;,
whose team finished 29-5
overall last season. “We
will have room to grow as
we will be filling signifi-
cant openings due to
graduation, but the girls
are willing to put in the
work.”

Last season, Pequot
Lakes was runner-up to
Cannon Falls at the Class
2A state tournament. The
Patriots had swept
Barnesville 3-0 in the
quarterfinals and then
blanked Concordia Acad-
emy 3-0 in the semifinals.

The Patriots advanced
to state for the second
time in three seasons
after defeating St. Cloud
Cathedral 3-1 in the Sec-
tion 7-2A championship
match. Pequot Lakes had
defeated Wadena-Deer
Creek 3-2 in the semifi-
nals and swept Holding-
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Pequot Lakes volleyball team members include, front row from left: Hailey Bengstrom, Reese Laposky, Aubrey Larson, Kelsi Martini, Charlie
Sullivan, Presley Crawford and Josie Taylor. Back row: Alex Schmitkey, Isabel Larson, Ella Kratochvil, Grace Hoffard, Alexa Pietig, Lauren
Schultz, June Ruud and Amilia Davis.

ford 3-0 in the quarterfi-
nals.

Returning letterwin-
ners include: Grace Hof-
fard, Ella Kratochvil,
Charlee Sullivan, Kelsi
Martini, Isabelle Larson,
Aubrey Larson, Lauren
Schultz, Reese Laposky,
June Ruud, Alexa Pietig
and Presley Crawford.

Hoffard and Kratochvil
and graduate Abi Martin
were selected to the all-

tournament team at state.

Pequot Lakes also won
the Mid-State Conference
title with an unbeaten
record last fall. This year

the team will be compet-
ing in the Granite Ridge
Conference.

Assistant coaches are
Jenna Anderson, Kendra
Johnson and Maddy
Stahl.

The Patriots were

scheduled to open the sea-

son Tuesday, Aug. 29, at
Wadena-Deer Creek.

Pete Mohs, Brainerd Dis-
patch and Echo Journal
publisher, may be reached
at 218-855-5855 or pete.
mohs®@brainerddispatch.
com. Follow him on Face-
book.

August

31 - Bemidiji at Pequot Lakes 7 p.m.

September

12 - Pequot Lakes at Detroit Lakes 7:15
p.m.

14 - Pequot Lakes at Pierz 7:15 p.m.
19 - Pequot Lakes at Albany 7:15 p.m.

21 - Little Falls at Pequot Lakes 7:15 p.m.

22 - Pequot Lakes at Burnsville
Showcase TBD

23 - Pequot Lakes at Burnsville
Showcase TBD

26 - Mora at Pequot Lakes 7:15 p.m.
28 - Pequot Lakes at Milaca 7:15 p.m.

October

3 - Foley at Pequot Lakes 7:15 p.m.

5 - Pequot Lakes at St. Cloud Cathedral
7:15 p.m.

6 - Pequot Lakes at SM-Albertville
tourney 5 p.m.

7 - Pequot Lakes at SM-Albertville
tourney 8 a.m.

10 - Pierz at Pequot Lakes 7:15 p.m.
12 - Albany at Pequot Lakes 7:15 p.m.
17 - Pequot Lakes at Little Falls 7:15 p.m.

19 - Pequot Lakes at Fergus Falls tourney
9a.m.

23 - Brainerd at Pequot Lakes 7 p.m.
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GOOD LUCK ATHLETES!

Good Luck This Season!

(thletes!

218.825.7234

7376 Woida Road
Baxter, MN 56425
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WASTE PARTNERS....

CUSTOMERS + COMMUNITY * ENVIRONMENT

Residential / Commercial / Trash and Recycling Collection
Proudly Serving the entire Lakes Area:

587-8727 (Pequot Lakes/Pine River)
692-8727 (Crosslake/Fifty Lakes)
824-8727 (Baxter/Brainerd)

www.wastepa rtnersinc.com

David M. Ude, DDS | CassandraJ. Spitzley, DDS | Jeffrey E. Olson, DDS
Sam C. Hennies, DDS | Ashely D. Valesano, DDS | Hannah E. Lundstrom, DDS

SERVING THE LAKES AREA FOR 30 YEARS
31052 Government Dr. | Pequot Lakes | 218-568-5011 | www.lakesdentalcare.com

A REPUTATION
FOR -
excellence.
A COMMITMENT FUNERAL HOME
TO & CREMATORY

value.

Traditional & Cremation Services

Pine River 587-2067 | Pequot Lake
568-7353 | www.klinefuneralhome.com

FIND THE
PLOW
THAT FITS

www.shannonsautobody.com

YOUR VEHICLE

CONTACT US 124 8th Ave NE, Brainerd, MN 56401
HOURS Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

Good Luck Athletes
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LAKES AREA CPAs

“Your Success is Our Business”

» Tax Return Preparation ¢ Payroll « Bookkeeping
* Business Consulting
* QuickBooks ProAdvisor

218-568-5242 « lakesareacpas.com
PEQUOT LAKES

218.829.5764

LWMPER &
EARDEN

Blackstone ¢ Pit Boss « Oklahoma Joe Smoker
Grilling section ¢ Sauces ¢ Rubs ¢ Grilling Utensils « Smoker Chips ¢ Charcoal
Patio Furniture * Garden Gnomes * Mulch ¢ Garden Supplies * Bird Feeders

“Two Convenient Locations”

Backus Lumber & Garden Hackensack Lumber & Hardware
Backus, MN 56435 Hackensack, MN 56435
218-947-3459 218-675-6188
www.hackensacklumber.doitbest.com
Find us on Facebook: Hackensack Lumber & Hardware




