
 PINEANDLAKES.COM  ECHO JOURNAL   |   WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2022   |   EDUCATION    |   11

BRIEFS

Douglas Wood to  
perform at Eagle View

BREEZY POINT — Author and musician 
Douglas Wood is coming to Eagle View 
Elementary School on Tuesday, May 3.

He will perform three concerts during the 
school day, with the community invited for 
the evening performance at 5:30 p.m.

Wood will sell his books that evening and 
will also autograph them for those inter-
ested.

Funds for the event were provided from a 
Patriot Foundation grant.

Pequot Lakes Prom is April 30
MERRIFIELD — Pequot Lakes High School

Prom starts at 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 30 
at the Gather 3 Event Center in Merrifield.

All juniors and seniors are eligible to 
attend the event. Sophomores may attend 
prom if asked by a junior or senior. Outside 
guests will need to be approved through a
dance guest permission form available at 
the high school office. Tickets are $50 per 
person for dinner, the dance and entrance 
into prize giveaways. Tickets can be pur-
chased through the Vanco app.

Grand March is 4 p.m. at the Pequot 
Lakes High School Athletic Center. Gather 
on 3 Event Center in Merrifield will open to 
attendees at 6 p.m.. Students must report 
before 6:15 p.m.. Dinner begins at 6:30
p.m. with the dance to follow from 7:30-
10:30 p.m.. Prizes are announced from 
10:30-11 p.m..

Foreign exchange  
student host family needed  
in PR-B School District

PINE RIVER — The World Heritage
Exchange Program seeks family hosts in 
the Pine River-Backus School District for 
the 2022-2023 school year.

Students from this program stay with 
their host families for a semester or year. 
They may come from Europe, Asia/Pacific, 
the Middle East, Americas and Africa.

Students who qualify for the program 
are selected on the basis of their high aca-
demic standing, good-natured and adapt-
able manners, and curiosity and sense of 
adventure.

These students pay their own airfare, 
provide their own medical and liability 
insurance and have their own spending 
money.

Host families have the opportunity to 
share their customs and culture and to 
explore the culture of their student.

Those interested may contact Jodi Elkins, 
World Heritage Exchange Programs coor-
dinator for Minnesota, North Dakota and 
South Dakota, at 612-247-5751 or jodi@
world-heritage.org.

For more information, visit world-heri-
tage.org.

PEQUOT LAKES

Contributed / Patriotics
The Pequot Lakes Patriotics robotics team advanced to the World Championship in Houston, Texas, April 20. They ranked 40th out of 

Houston, TX 

The Pequot Lakes 
Patriotics FIRST 
Robotics Team 

performed their best 
matches of the year 
at the robotics world 
championship from April 
20-23 in Houston, Texas.

“We finished with a 
record of 5-5 in our 10 
qualification matches,” 
wrote team mentor Kieth 
Lumley. “We had some 
tough matches to swallow 
on Thursday. We lost 
one match by 1 point and 
another by 3. After our 10 
matches we were ranked 
40th out of the 75 teams. 
However, our individual 
performance was much 
better. Most scouting 
charts (where teams scout 
each individual robot 
for specific stats) had us 
at around the 15-20th 
highest scoring robot in 
our division.”

Lumley said before 
the championship the 
team averaged 11.5 shots 
per match and 14 shots 
per match during the 
competition. The team 
even managed 19 balls in 
one match and yet another 
18 shot performance.

Though the team did 
not advance to playoffs on 
their own, at the end of 
the 10 qualifying rounds 
the top eight ranked 
teams are allowed to 
pick teams to accompany 
them into the playoffs. 
For the first year ever, 
Pequot Lakes was selected 
by a team in the playoff. 
Unfortunately, their 
alliance was defeated in 
their first two playoff 
matches.

ROBOTICS TEAM 40TH OUT OF 75 
AT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

BRAINERD — Pine River-Backus 
Knowledge Bowl team takes 20th 
place at the state’s A division, 
wrapping up an exciting year.

“I would add this is only the sec-
ond time in school history a PR-B 
team has competed at the state 
level (2013 being the other),” said 
coach Isaak Anderson. “The Pine 
River-Backus team was seniors 
Daniel Irish (Spokesperson), Ran-
dall Yost (who qualified for State 
Speech in Storytelling the next day 
at sections), and Liam Peterson. 
Sophomores Cash Kangas and Oliv-
ia Anderson were also part of the 
team with fellow Sophomore Trin-
ity Osman present as a Pocket Box 
Operator.”

This year’s success was particu-
larly exciting for Anderson, father 
of Olivia Anderson.

“As a father and former state 
competitor myself (1989 and 1991) 
it was pretty awesome to have my 
daughter compete at state,” Ander-

son said. “We may be the first 
family with multiple generations 
competing in MN State Knowledge 
Bowl experience.”

Brainerd High School’s Knowl-
edge Bowl teams both placed in 
the top 10 in the AA division of the 
2022 Minnesota Service Coopera-
tives state Knowledge Bowl meet at 
Cragun’s Resort on April 7-8, 2022.

Brainerd Blue received medals 
for a sixth-place finish and Brain-
erd White earned ninth-place, only 
trailing four points behind their 
teammates. The sixth-place finish 
is the highest finish for any BHS 
team.

Bertha-Hewit finished in 24th 
place at the A division.

Knowledge Bowl engages nearly 
1,000 teams across the state of 
Minnesota in academic competi-
tions designed for students in 7-12 
grade. During the contest, teams 
of students compete in written and 
oral rounds by answering questions 

related to all areas of learning.
Questions test students’ recall, 

problem solving, and critical think-
ing skills related to the follow-
ing curriculum areas: National and 
World Affairs, Government, Ameri-
can History, Health and Psychology, 
Art and Music Literature, Biology, 
Math, Current Events, Minnesota 
History, Earth Science, Physical 
Science, Economics and Law, World 
History, English, World Languages 
and Geography.

The Minnesota Service Coopera-
tives organization has facilitated 
this senior high state competi-
tion since 1979. Teams are selected 
from within the Minnesota Service 
Cooperatives 11 regions, bringing 
together the top 48 teams — 24 in 
AA division, and 24 in the A divi-
sion — for the state meet. Divisions 
of the two tiers are based on high 
school population size.

PR-B takes 20th in knowledge bowl

The Fine Arts build a 
stronger, healthier 
community so what 

are they and why are they 
so important?

The fine arts are often 
defined as creating or 
expressing something 
beautiful and can be 
done through a variety 
of disciplines including 
drawing, sculpting, 
painting, literature, music, 
dance, architecture, and 
theatre. Why are they 
important? Well, there are 
many reasons and we all 
value them differently. 
Myself I believe the fine 
arts are a big part of what 
makes us human and they 
help to build a stronger, 
healthier community.

The fine arts give 
us a chance to express 
ourselves creatively 
and allows us to see 
things from a different 
perspective. They give 
us reasons and places 
to gather together 
and promote healthy 
discussions to stimulate 
change. The fine arts 
tap into our thoughts 
and emotions and can 
transform who we are 

and how we feel. We all 
have that song that can 
lift our spirits or we have 
been to a movie or play 
that can bring you to 
tears and make you laugh 
out loud. The fine arts 
are important because 
they help to define who 
we are as individuals, as 
a society, and how our 
culture developed.

I believe coming out 
of a pandemic they are 
more important than ever 
and can help us work 
through the pains of the 
past couple of years and 
strive for a better future. 
Community education, 
with your help, can 
provide opportunities for 
the fine arts to thrive in 
our community and create 
a stronger and healthier 
community together.

Here are some 
upcoming opportunities 

for you to enjoy.
Our spring community 

ed play, “Princess and 
the Pea” is open to adults 
and youth performers 
with performances on 
May 13, 14, and 15. This 
fairy tale production is 
an ingeniously hilarious 
and highly entertaining 
version of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s very short 
story.

Our summer play is the 
Prairie Fire Children’s 
Theatre version of 
“Beauty & the Beast” 
running the week of June 
13 -18. The performances 
will be Friday evening and 
Saturday mid-morning. 
Registration is open 
for youth Kindergarten 
through 12th grade. As 
we move forward starting 
next year, our summer 
play will be moved to the 
Summerfest weekend.

We also have a 
wonderful area just north 
of Pine River called the 
Lakes Music & Events 
Park. Which will be the 
host location of a couple 
of music festivals this 
summer. The REHT Music 
Festival is held on August 

12-14 sponsored by the 
Rotary to help end human 
trafficking and all profits 
will be used to bring 
awareness and education 
to Cass & Crow Wing 
Counties about human 
trafficking and to support 
survivors with their 
healing.

The Lakes Bluegrass 
Festival is held on 
August 24-28. The 
Lakes Bluegrass Festival 
presents nationally 
known, regional, and local 
bluegrass bands, that 
provide over 40 hours of 
professional main stage 
entertainment, hands-on 
workshops, jam sessions, 
dance, and more during 
a five-day musical event 
in picturesque Pine River, 
Minnesota.

If you are interested 
in the Fine Arts and 
want to help make them 
more available to our 
community, contact PRB 
Community Ed at 218-
587-2080 so we can make 
it happen together.

Troy Gregory is Community  
Education Director for  

Pine River-Backus School District.

TROY 
GREGORY

Tiger Talk

Fine arts are growing in the PR-B community


