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Lakes Area Food
Shelf expects to see

double the

number

of individuals in 2022

PEQUOT LAKES
Lakes Area Food Shelf
numbers show unprec-
edented growth in need
in 2022.

Just under 5,000 indi-
viduals (4,962) came
to the LAFS for sup-
plemental and emer-
gency food assistance
through June 2022.
The spike is one of the
more stunning develop-
ments in the pantry’s
42-year history, as only
4,657 individuals came
through LAFS in all of
2021, a news release
said.

The growing need
means food shelf leaders
project they may serve
as many as 10,000 by
the end of the year.

“We'’re all one sur-
prise incident away
from not having enough
for food,” LAFS Director
Kathy Adams said in the
news release. “Continu-
ing pandemic adjust-
ments combined with
rising costs of groceries,
housing and gas means
our friends and neigh-
bors often are short on
cash.”

LAFS noted the grow-
ing number of families
who are food insecure.
At least 1,500 families
came to the food shelf
through June, nearly
triple the 2021 number.

“Rent has jumped
between 30% and
50% for these working
families,” Adams said.
“They’re being forced to
choose between having
shelter or going hun-

»

LAFS stocks their
small, grocery-store-
like food shelf on Patriot
Avenue with a variety of
nutritional foods, buy-
ing food from Second
Harvest Food Bank in
Grand Rapids and Shae-
fer’s Foods in Nisswa.

The food shelf also
sources through food

rescue with Cub Foods,
Pequot Lakes Superva-
lu, Country Hearth and
Schaefer’s Foods. Fresh
produce comes from
Brakstad Farms outside
of Pequot Lakes.

Despite discounted
prices, rising costs and
higher demand mean
the amount needed to
stock the shelves keeps
increasing.

“We’re now spending
nearly $15,000 a month
to keep pace. That’s up
from $10,000,” LAFS
Board of Directors
Chairman Tim Moore
said in the news release.
“We’re seeing families,
grandparents raising
grandkids, people with
disabilities and individ-
uals working multiple
jobs. Thirty-one percent
of those coming here are
children and 20% are
seniors.”

LAFS’ 31st annual
Nisswa Christmas Home
Tour will be Oct. 20-22.
Tickets are $40 per per-
son. Tour participants
are shuttled to two pri-
vate homes elaborately
decorated for the holi-
days. Upon return to
Nisswa, they can get
a meal at one of the
town’s restaurants and
shop at the stores.

“We rely almost
exclusively on donations
to help our friends and
neighbors,” Adams said.
“With the need growing
in 2022, buying a ticket
to the Nisswa Christmas
Home Tour is very much
appreciated. We also
encourage direct con-
tributions through our
website, lakesareafood-
shelf.org/donate.”

Proceeds from the
home tour go directly to
Lakes Area Food Shelf.
Tickets and additional
information are avail-
able at www.lafshome-
tour.com.
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The interior of the Lake Hubert Grange Hall, which was the Lake Hubert School in the early 1900s.
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In 1873, during
the original wave of
Grange openings,
there were 40 chapters
across Minnesota.
Today, there are four
to seven chapters,
with different sources
reporting different
numbers..

The Lake Hubert
Grange is one of these
few that survive,
though they weren’t
one of the early
40. But the Grange
continues to shrink.

“I know if you
mentioned the Grange
(people) have no clue
where it’s at or what it
is,” Burnard said. “It’s
just a small group. We
have 22 I think or 24
members.”

Not only is the
Grange small in
numbers, but the
members they do have
are getting older.

“We can’t do as
much as we used to,”
Burnard said. “We do
try and raise money
to help out different
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A Grange activity list provided by the Nisswa Historical Society. The Lake Hubert
Grange moved into the Lake Hubert School in the early 1950s. Based off the
“Dedicate Hall” item, this list is likely from the early to mid ‘50s.

areas. We’re not as
big as (other local
organizations), not
that we wouldn’t like
to be.”

raise the number
of donations is one
of Burnard’s goals

Continuing to
members.

for the Grange.
Other goals include
raising awareness
of the Grange in
the community and
recruiting younger

“T would love to
get a Junior Grange

going,” said Burnard.
“Younger kids, let
them come up with
some ideas.”

Megan Buffington, Echo Journal
intern, may be reached at 218-
855-5854 or megan.buffington@
pineandlakes.com . She is a 2021
Pequot Lakes High School graduate
who attends the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

rescinded it in 2021 and
opted to use the county
ordinance, which is less
restrictive than what
the city had enacted in
late 2018.

Lake Shore, in Cass
County, also tackled the
issue in late 2018 with
an ordinance amend-
ment.

In other action July
5, the Breezy Point City
Council:

» Approved a subdi-
vision application and
rezoning application to
reconfigure three lots to
provide golf view lots
with access limited to
Chicasaw Circle.

> Voted to re-grade
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The council approved
the ordinance by a
unanimous 5-0 vote.

Short-term rent-
als has been a topic in
Crosslake as well, as
that city tries to decide
if it should have its
own ordinance regulat-
ing them. Crow Wing
County enacted a short-
term rentals ordinance
in January 2021, which
covers municipalities
and offers a 24-hour
hotline and an online
complaint form. The
ordinance requires

such properties to be the newl'y estap—
licensed and follow a lished assistant city
set of rules. administrator  posi-

tion from Grade 10 to
Grade 13, which gives
an increased pay range,
and authorized staff

Pequot Lakes pre-
viously had its own
short-term rental ordi-
nance, but the council
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to repost the position.
This was done after the
personnel committee
and David Drown Asso-
ciates, Inc. reviewed the
job description.

In June, the Breezy
Point Police Department
responded to 295 inci-
dents, an increase of 91
from June 2021. Among

the incidents were
three traffic arrests,
four crashes, three

thefts and four fires. In
Pelican Township, the
department responded
to 35 incidents, includ-
ing one fire.

The city is seeking a
member for the Plan-
ning and Zoning Com-
mission. Those inter-
ested are encouraged to
contact city hall.

Dan Determan, sports writer/
staff writer, may be reached at
218-855-5879 or dan.determan@
pineandlakes.com. Follow him on
Facebook and on Twitter at www.
twitter.com/@PEJ_Dan.

¢ 833-314-1217
BOGO 40% OFF

CRASH

From Page 1

A fundraiser was set up to help
offset the cost of medical expens-
es, travel and lodging for Tyler
Haller and her family.

The GoFundMe page said Tyler
suffered severe injuries in the car
accident while visiting family in
Minnesota, suffering from mul-
tiple fractures in her pelvis and
ankle. She is facing several surger-
ies and a hospital stay of at least
three weeks, the page said.

This fund, which had raised
$15,395 as of Monday night, July
11, will go directly to the fam-
ily and help support them dur-
ing Tyler’s extensive recovery, the
page said.

Find the GoFundMe page at
https://gf.me/v/c/w3hs5/tyler-
hallers-medical-fund

The state patrol reported road
conditions were dry at the time of
the collision and everyone involved
was wearing seat belts.

The Pequot Lakes Fire Depart-
ment, Zone 3 First Responders,
North Memorial Ambulance, North
Memorial Air Care, Life Link III,
Nisswa Police Department, Crow
Wing County Sheriff’s Department
and Breezy Point Police Depart-
ment assisted at the scene.

In late 2018, the Pequot Lakes
City Council asked the Minnesota
Department of Transportation to
look at the Highway 371-County
Road 29 intersection after hearing
from residents who were concerned
that the intersection is dangerous.

Residents said the traffic moves
too fast and the Highway 371 medi-
an is too small, making it unsafe
for a vehicle, biker or pedestrian to
cross the highway to the Paul Bun-
yan Trail or turn left from County
Road 29 or Wilderness Road (CR
107) onto the highway.

At the time, a MnDOT repre-
sentative said the intersection is
challenging because it’s on a curve
with lakes and a swamp, so there
wasn’t a lot MnDOT could do with
the geometry.
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