
Pine River’s annual 
Parade of Lights event 
will feature new activities 
Saturday, Dec. 11, includ-
ing an opportunity to 
design stockings.

Old favorites will return, 
including the parade, 
fireworks and bonfire. 
Entrants to the annu-
al Christmas home and 
business lighting contest 
will have their homes 
and businesses decorated 
by Dec. 11. Judging will 
take place at a later date. 
More information will be 
available to participants 
through the Chamber of 
Commerce.

Following is a schedule 
of events:

10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Sec-
ond annual selfie photos 
with Santa and a life-
sized snow globe at River 
Fitness. The event will 
include tours of the facil-
ity and a treat for kids.

11 a.m.-2 p.m.: 

Design your own stock-
ing at the Pine River 
Chamber of Commerce 
Information Center, 
sponsored by the Pine 
River Public Library.

Noon: Food and 
drink specials at the 
Pine River American 
Legion and Dairy Queen. 
Lifehouse Coffee will 

have extended hours.
2 p.m.: “Rudolph 

the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer” movie showing at 
the historic Pine River 
Depot.

2-4 p.m.: Activities 
at New Life Church.

3-4:30 p.m.: Selfie 
photos with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus at the Pine 

River Depot.
3:30-4:30 p.m.:

Stuff your stocking
event at the Pine River 
Information Center 
parking lot (a trunk-or-
treat event).

5 p.m.: Parade of 
Lights on Barclay Ave-
nue.

5:30 p.m.: Bonfire, 
food, drinks and more 
at the Chamber Infor-
mation Center and Pine 
River Depot.

7 p.m.: Fireworks.
The annual Pine River 

American Legion Lunch 
with Santa will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, for 
children ages 10 and 
under. This event is
complete with a stock-
ing full of treats and a 
photo with Santa.
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We are located in Baxter/Brainerd, Crosslake,  
Pequot Lakes, Randall, and Staples.

PrePlanning, Grief Support,  
Funeral & Memorial Services, 
Burial & Cremation Services

Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota is 
offering healthy meals to seniors age 60 years 
and older at a pop-up event from noon to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 2, at Heartland Apartments at 445 
Snell Ave. in Pine River.

The local Christmas for Vets organization 
will hang wreaths on all Pequot Lakes veterans’ 
gravesites in city cemeteries Saturday, Dec. 4. 
Volunteers should meet at 11 a.m. in the parking 
lot behind Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Pequot 
Lakes.

Grace United Methodist Church in Pequot 
Lakes will host its Children’s Community Shop 
Day, where kids ages 4-12 can buy family gifts for 
$1 a piece, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, 
at the church.

The Nisswa American Legion’s annual Kid’s 
Christmas Party is scheduled from 1-3 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 5, at the Legion for kids up to age 10.
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Holiday at the Dam set Dec. 4 in Crosslake
The eighth annual 

Holiday at the Dam will 
run from noon to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 4, at the 
Crosslake Army Corps 
of Engineers Recreation 
Area. The event will fea-
ture outdoor fun for the 
whole family.

Holiday at the Dam 
includes family photos 

with a holiday backdrop, 
hot cocoa and camp-
fire s’mores. Those who 
attend can also grab a 
2021 holiday ornament 
branded by Jeremy Knip-
pel to decorate at home.

Participants are 
encouraged to bring a 
new, unwrapped gift, 
which volunteers will 

take to Maucieri’s for the 
15th annual Christmas for 
Kids fundraiser. This gift 
drive offers less fortunate 
families living in the area 
the opportunity to receive 
gifts and a meal to make 
their holiday special.

Holiday at the Dam is 
done by Crosslake’s Light 
Up the Dam, a volunteer-

driven initiative to adorn 
the Pine River dam and 
Corps of Engineers prop-
erty with holiday lights.

For more informa-
tion about the Light Up 
the Dam initiative, or to 
make a donation, contact 
president Tim Schalow 
at nmn@crosslake.net or 
218-692-3377.

Santa’s Bobbin Into Town returns Dec. 11
Santa’s Bobbin Into 

Pequot Lakes this holi-
day season with events 
taking place Saturday, 
Dec. 11, in downtown 
Pequot Lakes. The event 
will culminate with fire-
works.

Children’s letters to 
Santa may be dropped 
in a mailbox at Merritt 
Jewelers through Friday, 
Dec. 17. Include a mail-
ing address on the enve-
lope for Santa to respond 
to the letters.

Following is a schedule 
of Santa’s Bobbin’ Into 

Town events:
3 p.m.: “The Amaz-

ing Hoopsters” presen-
tation at the Cole Memo-
rial Building, sponsored 
by Friends of the Pequot 
Lakes Library.

4-6 p.m.: Pictures 
with Santa’s reindeer 
from Kendallville Farms 
at Trailside Park, spon-
sored by the Pequot 
Lakes American Legion.

4-6 p.m.: Bon-
fire with hot cocoa and 
s’mores at Trailside 
Park, hosted by Miss 
Pequot Lakes royalty.

4-6 p.m.: Jingles the 
Elf with animal balloons, 
free horse and wagon 
rides from RKO ranch, a 
kids bobber hunt and a 
snowman building con-
test sponsored by Aun-
dra Erickson from Coun-
try Financial.

4:15-5:30 p.m.: 
Photos with Santa at the 
Pequot Lakes American 
Legion. Children will 
receive candy canes and 
an option of having din-
ner.

6 p.m.: Light up the 
Night parade in down-

town Pequot Lakes. The 
parade will start on Sib-
ley Street and travel east 
to Government Drive, 
south on Government 
Drive and east on Main 
Street to the four-way 
stop sign. Participants 
will have a chance at 
a traveling trophy and 
cash prize. There is no 
entry fee. Call Barb Mer-
ritt to participate at 218-
568-4695.

6:20 p.m.: Fire-
works visible from Trail-
side Park.

Pine River Parade of Lights slated Dec. 11
Sponsors sought for Parade of Lights 
fireworks

Heartland Symphony 
Orchestra to perform 
Dec. 2 in Crosslake

The Heartland Sym-
phony Orchestra will per-
form its Winter Concert 
Series with the theme “A 
Concerto for the Holi-
days” on Thursday, Dec. 
2, in Crosslake; Saturday, 
Dec. 4, in Little Falls; and 
Sunday, Dec. 5, in Brain-
erd.

Due to the spring 2020 
concert being canceled, 
HSO now has the oppor-
tunity to feature the pre-
miere of its 2020 com-
poser competition winner 
Quinn Mason’s Overture 
in a Classical Style. The 
program will also feature 
Dr. Hilary Lowery from 
Bemidji State University, 
as well as holiday favor-
ites.

The outreach concert in 
Crosslake will be at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, at 
The Log Church.

At 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 4, the orchestra 
will perform at Charles 
D. Martin Auditorium in 
Little Falls.

The final performance 
will be at 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 5, in at the new 
performing arts center - 
Gichi-ziibi Center for the 
Arts - at Brainerd High 
School.

These concerts are 
made possible by the vot-
ers of Minnesota through 
grants from the Min-
nesota State Arts Board 
and the Five Wings Arts 
Council, thanks to a legis-
lative appropriation from 
the arts and cultural heri-
tage fund. In Little Falls, 
the Laura Jane Musser 
Fund provides additional 
support.

To welcome back a live 
audience, the HSO offers 
these concerts free of 
charge. Donations will 
be accepted at the door 
or online at www.heart-
landsymphony.com.

Audience members 
will be expected to wear 

masks regardless of vac-
cination status. Masks 
will be made available 
for audience members. 
Maintaining six feet of 
social distancing is also 
requested.

Rotary concert 
to end human 
trafficking set in 
August in Pine River

Central Lakes Rota-
ry will host the Rotary 
Ends Human Trafficking 
Music Festival on Aug. 
12-14, 2022, at the Lakes 
Music and Events Park in 
Pine River.

Popular regional bands 
of varying styles will be 
present, including 32 
Below, Kent Dudley and 
Bended Knee, Remedy 
Drive, Tim Eggebraaten, 
Stacy Schafer and Dawn 
Heath-Fiedler.

This family and music 
lovers’ event will feature 
a children’s area during 
the weekend.

The event will include 
speaker presentations.

Proceeds will go to sup-
port the Rotary’s effort 
to end human traffick-
ing through awareness 
and education for Cass 
County and Crow Wing 
County residents. Pro-
ceeds will also go toward 
supporting survivors of 
human trafficking.

Tickets, camping pric-
es and reservation infor-
mation will be available 
at rehtmusicfestival.
com. Various campsites 
are available, includ-
ing those with electrical 
hookups. There will be a 
food court, vendors and a 
beer garden.
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