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Jerry Campbell
LICENSED AND INSURED
OFFICE 
218-568-8241

HOUSE & 
BUILDING 
MOVERS

SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1978

KLINE FUNERAL
HOME

587-2067 Jay Kline, Director
Hwy. 371 South, Pine River

Serving the area since 1974.

HEATING & AIR  
CONDITIONING
692-2177Hackensack

675-6610
Pine River

587-2374

"Serving All Your Insurance Needs"

Crosslake
218.692.1522

Toll Free 
877.692.1522

PEQUOT TOOL 
& MFG., INC.
Precision CNC Turning, Milling,   

Lasercutting, Fabrication and Assembly 
Phone (218) 568-8069 • Jenkins, MN

Funeral Home & Crematory  
1-800-821-4755 • Brainerd

www.good-sam.com

Bethany
829-1407

Woodland
829-1429

Pine River
587-4423

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing •  Home Care 
Retirement Apts. • Therapy Services • Hospice

• MEMORY CARE HOMES •

4326 E. Sibley • Pequot Lakes
218-568-4040

Nation’s largest supplier of building
materials to professional builders.

www.ubc.bz

Banking, Insurance and Investments
www.fnbnorth.com

SENIOR MEALS

BACKUS
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN

Hwy. 64 off Cass Co. #2
BACKUS CHURCH OF  

THE NAZARENE
618 State Hwy 371 NW • PO Box 41

218-947-4243
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN (LCMS)

603 State Hwy 371 NW PO Box 12
218-947-4182 • www.emmanuelbackus.org

LAKESIDE BAPTIST 
125 Church Lane • 218- 947-4955

www.lakesidebaptistchurch-backus.org
PINE MOUNTAIN GOSPEL 

Located at the Old Backus School Building
218-838-1123

BRAINERD
AFLC GOOD SHEPHERD 

FREE LUTHERAN
5878 Pine Beach Rd (CR 77), Brainerd

218-824-3052
www.goodshepherdfreelutheran.church
CHURCH ON THE WISE ROAD

10345 Wise Rd. 11 • 218-829-4673
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

2530 Johnson Rd
218-829-9005 • www.brainerdnaz.org

LIVING WORD NORTH
2389 Hwy 371 North • 218-829-0612

www.livingwordnorth.org
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC

 16898 Carlson Lake Rd • 218-828-7738

BREEZY POINT
EAGLES NEST

6714 County Road 11 • 218-568-5252
www.eaglesnestmn.org

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY
Breezy Point City Hall Community Room

218-829-7596

CROSSLAKE
CROSSLAKE CHRISTIAN 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
13919 Cty Rd 36 • 218-692-4673

www.crosslakechristian.com
IMMACULATE HEART 
35208 CR 37 • 218-692-3731 
www.crosslakecatholic.com

MISSION OF THE CROSS 
LUTHERAN (LCMS)

13716 CR 103 • 218- 692-4228
www.missionofthecross.org

CROSSLAKE 
EVANGELICAL FREE

37218 County Rd 66
218-692-4141 • www.crosslakeefc.org 

CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
35960 CR 66 • 218-692-3682
www.crosslakelutheran.com

CROSSLAKE PRESBYTERIAN
14444 Daggett Pine Road

218-692-4769
www.crosslakepresbyterian.org

EMILY
CORNERSTONE 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
41563 Birchwood Dr., Emily 

218-763-2939
ST. EMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

218-763-2510
EMILY WESLEYAN CHURCH 
40141 State Hwy 6 • 218-763-4673

www.emilywesleyan.com
EMILY UNITED METHODIST 
39994 White Pine St • 218-763-2122

HACKENSACK
HEARTLAND BAPTIST

4621 Birch Lake Rd NW • 218-675-6000
Lighthouse 

EVANGELICAL FREE
224 State 371 N • 218-675-5882

www.thelighthousehackensack.com
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

300 1st St N • 218-675-6101
seventh-dAy adventist

208 S. 1st Street • 218-675-5085
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 

220 3rd St. • 218-675-6335
stpaulselcahackensack.org

UNION CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

401 Lake Ave. E • 218-675-6300
www.unioncchackensack

JENKINS
CHURCH OF GOD

218-851-3963
LEGACY CHURCH

33040 Aspenwood Drive • 612-300-5909
legacychurchmn@gmail.com

LAKE SHORE
LIVING SAVIOR 

LUTHERAN (LCMS)
8327 Interlachen Rd • 218-963-9733

www.livingsaviorchurch.org

LONGVILLE
LONGVILLE COMMUNITY 

194 School Ln • 218-363-2750
www.longville.com/churches.html

SALEM LUTHERAN
1340 Cty Rd 5 • 218-363-2011

www.salemlongville.org

MERRIFIELD
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
21704 County Rd 3 • 218-829-7536

hmerrifieldnazchurch.org

NISSWA
CHRIST COMMUNITY

24646 Hazelwood Drive • 218-963-2626
christcommunitychurchnisswa.com

LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OF THE CROSS

5064 County Road 13
218-963-2564 • www.lccnisswa.org

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CATHOLIC
218-963-1119

www.ourladylakes.com
THE JOURNEY

5459 Co Rd 18, Nisswa • 218-963-2663
www.thejourneynisswa.org

TIMBERWOOD
23084 Hwy 371 • 218-967-8888

www.timberwoodchurch.org

PEQUOT LAKES
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN (LCMS) 

30701 Patriot Ave. • 218-568-5668
GRACE UNITED METHODIST

29432 Patriot Ave. • 218-568-5755
www.graceumcpequotlakes.org

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN
30985 Front St • 218-568-4670

http://oursaviorspl.org
PEQUOT LAKES BAPTIST

30050 Rasmussen Road • 218-568-4794
www.plbconline.com

PLEASANT HILL COMMUNITY
3340 72nd St NW • 218-568-5289

ST. ALICE’S CATHOLIC
30918 Rasmussen Road • 218-568-4760

www.ourladylakes.com

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Tiny Sprouts Daycare • 218-515-0969

www.mnnuuf.org
HOUSE OF PRAYER, INC.
120 Brown St • 218-587-2613

JUBILEE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

Meets at the Senior Center
218-562-5664

PINE RIVER
BAPTIST

CR 2 - 2 blocks W of 371 • 218-587-2684
FAITH ASSEMBLY OF GOD

510 First St N • 218-587-2109
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
10973 County Rd 1 • 218-543-4878

FIRST LUTHERAN ELCA
309 N 2nd St • 218-587-2316

Maple Hill Lutheran
3986 44th St SW • 218-270-3016
MILDRED BIBLE CHAPEL

218-587-2562
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

CATHOLIC CHURCH
203 2nd St N • 218-587-4203

www.ourladylakes.com
PINE RIVER UNITED 

METHODIST 
348 Barclay Ave • 218-587-4091

RIVERVIEW
310 Norway Avenue • 218-587-2021

riverviewchurchpr.org
WHISPERING PINES 

GOOD SAMARITAN CHAPEL
518 Jefferson Ave • 218-587-4423
WHITEFISH COMMUNITY

6876 CR 1 • 218-543-4878

OSSIPEE
OSSIPEE COMMUNITY

County Rd 3 & 109 • 218-829-3841

AREA CHURCHES

We find ourselves in the 
familiar hustle and 
bustle of December. 

For some it is a month of fun 
and celebration, and for others 
it is a struggle just to survive 
and get to the end.

For Christians, the Advent 
season holds both of these 
extremes.

The journey to the stable, to 
the birth of the savior, is often 

focused on just 
that - the birth 
of Christ. It is a 
journey though, 
and the weeks - 
the journey to get 
there - cannot be 
skipped over.

I keep thinking 
of the the words, 
“Are we there 
yet?’” You might 
be picturing a 

child in the backseat of the 
family vehicle on a road trip. 
It may be true that you have 
just left town, but the question 
is already being asked. At 
the beginning, the question 
hints at the excitement of the 
journey. It’s that bounce in 
your seat kind of excitement 
of waiting for good things to 
come.

We are looking forward to 
the destination, so we ask the 
question because we just can’t 
wait.

Farther down the road, the 
novelty of the trip is wearing 
off. The snacks have all been 
opened, and the next rest stop 
is at least an hour away. It is 
taking too long to get to where 
we are going. Is it really going 
to be worth it? It might be 
best to just stop and rest or 
even turn around rather than 
pushing through.

Hang in there! If we check 
our maps and watch the signs, 
we are encouraged to keep 
going. It is not that far. The 
signs begin to change and we 
see pictures of where we are 
headed, and the tone of the 
question changes again.

Are we there yet? This must 
be the place! Let’s never leave!

Advent is a trip like that 
too. We decorate our homes 
and our churches to reflect a 
new season. The colors change 
and we add more lights and 
candles to illuminate the way 
forward.

The first week of Advent, as 

we light the candle of hope, 
our strength is renewed. It has 
been a long year for all of us, 
so a hope-filled promise gets 
us in the car and on the road. 
We are excited to begin the 
healing journey of Advent.

In the second week, John the 
Baptist tells us that we need 
to prepare the way. The word 
“preparation” makes sense, as 
we all have long lists of things 
to get done before the big 
day. It is a different kind of 
preparation. We are thinking 
of physical tasks, but John is 
encouraging deep spiritual 
changes.

It seems like too much, a 
detour that we do not want to 
take. It is necessary though, 
because old roads will not get 
us to where we need to be, 
which is a place of readiness to 
be in the Lord’s presence.

John says we need to repent 
and ready our hearts to make 
way for Him. The Scripture 
readings are harsh. Repentance 
is not the type of work that we 
want to focus on.

Our schedules are filled with 
parties and caroling. It seems 
like there are not enough 
hours in the day to do all that 
we need and want to do.

Worldly preparations 
consume us to the point that 
we are in danger of forgetting 
the whole point of Christmas 
Day. The maps that we are 
using are not going to get us 
to the place that we intended 
to go when we began the 
Advent journey. A detour, an 
adjustment, is needed.

The Scriptures tell us that 
the words and the signs from 
the prophets are true. Get 
ready and prepare, because 
Christ is coming!

Are we there yet? Not yet.
Has the journey begun? It 

started before we even knew.
Will it be worth the trip? 

Definitely.
In this season of 

preparation, may we adjust our 
focus so that we can help the 
Spirit work through us. The 
signs of distress and despair 
of the past two years must be 
scrubbed away and replaced 
with hope and joy. May our 
journeys change not just our 
own selves, but the world as 
well.

The work continues.
Jen Matthees is the pastor at Grace United 

Methodist Church in Pequot Lakes.

The Way to Bethlehem 
Musical Extravaganza fea-
turing Lutheran Church of 
the Cross of Nisswa’s Senior 
Choir, Bells of Praise, King’s 
Kids and Cross Kids will be 

held at 9 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 
12, in the Celebration Cen-
ter.

Christmas Eve services 
will be at 2 and 4 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary and at 6 p.m. for 

an outdoor drive-in wor-
ship in the back parking lot.

Check the Lutheran 
Church of the Cross of Niss-
wa’s website and Facebook 
page for any updates.

Crosslake Lutheran Church 
will host five chances for 
members to join in celebrat-
ing the Christmas season, 
including Blue Christmas 
Service on Dec. 14, Celebrat-
ing Christmas Together on 
Dec. 15, two Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Worship services 
Dec. 24, and A Service of 
Lessons and Carols on Dec. 
26.

Blue Christmas Service: 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 14

While the anticipation 
of Christmas is a source of 
joy, it also a challenge. For 
many, the coming of Christ-
mas brings connection with 
pain and suffering from loss 
due to death or relation-
ship struggles with loved 
ones. It is physically darker, 
intensifying mental health 
struggles.

This service will not ignore 
these or other issues as par-
ticipants gather around 
a Lord who entered, and 
enters, the darkness of our 
world and our lives bringing 

accompaniment and hope.
Celebrating Christmas 

Together: 6:15-7:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 15

If you are a Sunday morn-
ing worshipper, you may not 
be aware of all the elemen-
tary-aged children, middle 
schoolers and high schoolers 
along with their families who 
are worshiping and learning 
about God’s abundant love 
on Wednesday evenings. 
And, if you are usually at 
church on a Wednesday, you 
may not know the people 
who gather on Sunday to 
sing praises to God.

In many ways, the church 
has two very unique and 
vital congregations wor-
shipping each week. Church 
leaders want to bring these 
two groups together dur-
ing the Christmas sea-
son to Celebrate Christmas 
Together with a meal, cocoa 
bar, cookie decorating and a 
fun, interactive, meaningful 
worship experience, all in 
the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Eve Candle-
light Worship: 3 and 5 p.m.,
Friday, Dec. 24

Both services will offer the 
proclamation of light and 
life coming into the world in 
the birth of our Savior. Now, 
more than ever, we need to 
be connected with the origi-
nal Christmas gift, Jesus.

With traditional carols, 
Scriptures, communion and 
candlelight, worshippers 
will be connected with our 
God Emmanuel, God with
us, God for us, bringing hope 
and peace, joy and love.

A Service of Lessons 
and Carols: 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 26

On this day after Christ-
mas Day, the cooking is done 
and presents are opened. It 
is time to relax and reflect. 
Bring your need for R and R 
to this unique service as we 
hear the promise of God’s 
activity told and lived out 
through listening to our 
favorite readings and sing-
ing our favorite carols.

The Senior Nutrition Pro-
gram still offers a nutri-
tionally balanced meal at 
11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday in 
Pine River and Crosslake, 
but people must pick them 
up at the door at Heart-
land Apartments, 445 Snell 
Ave., in Pine River, or have 
meals delivered by Meals on 
Wheels.

To order a meal or Meals 
on Wheels in Pine River, 
call 218-587-2921. To order 
a meal by noon a day in 

advance or for Meals on 
Wheels in Crosslake, call 
218-692-4271.

The suggested voluntary 
donation is $5 per meal for 
those over 60 and $8.50 for 
those under 60. Menus are 
subject to change.

Meals are served with 
bread, margarine and low-
fat milk.

Dec. 13-17
Monday: Orange chick-

en, brown rice, Oriental veg-
etables, mandarin oranges.

Tuesday: Beef goulash,
peas, tropical fruit, garlic 
breadstick.

Wednesday: Beef and
bean burrito bake with let-
tuce, tomato and sour 
cream, pears, dessert.

Thursday: Chicken fried 
steak and mashed potatoes 
with gravy, warm cinnamon 
apple slices, dessert.

Friday: Fish patty with 
tartar sauce, bun, cheesy
hashbrown, baked beans, 
peaches.

The journey to Christmas

PASTOR 
JEN

MATTHEES

Nisswa church lists Christmas
services, holiday celebrations

Crosslake Lutheran Church 
lists its Christmas services


