
The Brennecke Journal - Spring 2020 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
There is MUCH to catch up on, so fasten your seatbelts! Here we go…. Since we last wrote a 
“Brennecke Journal,” we have enjoyed a family wedding, Christmas and New Years observances, and 
the first few days of spring. But even as we think back over those few months, the Lord has been doing 
much. Let me give you different facets of our world in this update. 
 
Stewardship Department. The work in our stewardship department goes on…from home! Our offices 
were closed by executive order of our Ohio Governor, but we were already prepared for such an event. 
We have been trending toward utilizing remote administrators by design, (my replacement in Field 
Administration lives in Taiwan), so the Governor’s order pushed the rest of the administration out to 
their homes. We remain connected for meetings via video, and for all other purposes of communication 
by email and telephone. It is really an amazing moment to work through such a transition. As a result I 
am at home, sitting at my desk with files of information and a rolodex, (remember the rolodex?), of 
names of friends of the Mission. Although I am in touch with these dear folks by phone, after only a few 
days of “lockdown,” I am really eager to have a cup of coffee at a diner with some of them! 
  
Family. We are so pleased to see the Lord’s working in the lives of our children. Gunnar will turn 16 
this summer, so I am logging hours in the passenger seat as he prepares to get his driver’s license. 
Gunnar tells me this is a low-impact way for me to get my heart rate up! Natalie has auditioned at 
Oberlin Conservatory, the Cleveland Institute of Music, and Juilliard. (In fact she auditioned and left 
NYC just in time!). She is waiting to hear and closing in on a final decision where to pursue her music 
next…. If you have access to radio, she will soon be featured as a performer on “From the Top”, which 
is often heard on National Public Radio (NPR), in the program that will be broadcast the week of May 
11th. (Check your local listings!). Kaye is honored to be serving in the role of a recruiter for the Iowa 
National Guard. No longer a private, Kaye was promoted recently to “Specialist.” “Sergeant” is next! 
She enjoys her church and friends in Iowa, where she is close to our extended family. We were blessed 
by her recent visit. Brennan and Lydia are in Greenville, South Carolina, and are enjoying the first 
year of wedded life together – in “lockdown”! Both are able to work from home – a blessing! We so 
enjoyed their wedding in September. It was a beautiful, God-honoring celebration of His grace. Nic and 
Kristin and Amity & Chip are nearby, but presently “off-limits” due to Coronavirus. They are looking 
forward to spring and the summer arrival of another sibling! Nic has been our ever-present reminder to 
pray for all who are serving in medical and public roles during this pandemic. We have much to pray for 
and much to be thankful for! And Kim and I are enjoying life as the Lord allows. God is at work in the 
lives of our kids (and grand kids!), and we are so grateful for His grace for daily living. We experience 
daily the beauty of marriage as designed by God – helping one another, serving one another, and living 
as one before Him. We are enjoying the ministries of our local church, Camden Baptist Church. 
  
Thank you for your partnership in the work of the Great Commission. We are mindful of the sacrifices 
made as you support the work of BMM and our ministry in particular. We are thankful for your 
steadfastness. May our Lord bless you as you walk with Jesus! 
  
In His Care, 
  
Steve & Kim and the Brenneckes 
 
 
 


