8 ‘ FAITH/LIVING ‘ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31,2021 | ECHO JOURNAL

»pp PINEANDLAKES.COM

What to do with things that ‘happen for a reason’

the statement,

“Everything
happens for a reason.”
I do not find it helpful,
especially when it is
thrown around in an
attempt to explain
away the difficult or
unexplainable.

Ihave never cared for

of a global pandemic. When
“everything happens
discussion, but to end

need to happen for a
reason, but there is a

to drive change.

for a reason” is used, it
is not meant to further

it. Everything does not

benefit to seek meaning

know other people do too.

I don’t find many people
who willingly choose Judas.
We reserve that for passing
judgement on others.

As Jesus entered Jerusalem
he personified the stones,
and they become a character
in many sermons this past
Sunday. The stones serve

aner PASTOR .
Credit is given to JEN In other words, once  as an example of praise. As
Aristotle for those MATTHEES something happens, a pastor, we want to serve
words. This thought —w—— how can we use it for congregations of cheering

is a connection of
ideas. The first is that
the universe is constantly
changing and evolving. The
next is “entelechy,” which is
the distinction between the
potential and the actual.
We have used the words
of a philosopher to attempt
to explain away things that
happen that don’t necessarily
make sense to us. I hear
Christians use it for what may
or may not be the will of God.
In the past year, many
people have struggled to
find meaning in the midst

good?

We are in the middle

of Holy Week, and the path
of Jesus, as laid out in the
Gospels, would seem to
support a biblical view of
everything happening for a
reason. It is part of God’s
great plan, that Jesus had to
suffer and die for our sins.
The danger is for us to stop
digging for an explanation

for our sins or the need for a

Savior.

As I read the familiar
stories this week, I find the
most connection to Peter. I

stones.

To be honest, we are all
stones, all like Peter and
even like Judas on our
journey of faith. The stones
may be taken for granted or
hidden, but not by Jesus. He
elevates them to witnesses
of his glory. He gives them
a powerful voice, and that
is the same voice that we
should strive for as disciples
of Christ.

Our picture of Judas is
that of a liar and a thief.

It is suggested that he is
controlled by Satan. He is

both villain and victim. He
plays a necessary role in the
story of Jesus, but he isn’t
someone that we want to
identify with. His betrayal of
Jesus may have been Satan
himself, or it could be a
desire for earthly gains.

We cannot believe that
stones would actually shout,
or that a member of Jesus’
inner circle could betray him
so deeply.

Peter is most identifiable,
with all of his faults. This
can make us uncomfortable.
If everything happens for a

reason, then even his betrayal

can be explained away. Jesus
loves and accepts him, and
God uses him greatly. We are
not as quick to do this, when
it comes to our own sins
and shortcomings. We tell
ourselves that God could not
possibly use someone like us,
but then we get to Peter.

As Peter denies Jesus three
times, just as Jesus said that
he would, we cringe. We

feel his pain. In many ways,
Holy Week should give us
that shared sense of pain
too. This shared pain leads
us to the shared joy of Easter
resurrection.

There may not be a good
reason for what he did, but
God used him.

What if God wants to use
us too? This week, we should
find ourselves in the lives
of those who walked with
Jesus. Who are we during
Holy Week? The reason that
our answer matters, is that it
shapes who we will be after.

The reason that things
happen is not as important as
what happens after the fact.
I pray that after Holy Week
is over, and even beyond that
- to the end of the pandemic
- that we are changed for
the better, and that God’s
great works can be magnified
through us.

Jennifer (Jen) Matthees is pastor at Grace
United Methodist Church in Pequot Lakes.
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The Senior Nutrition Program still offers APRIL 5-9 500 SCORES » Duplicate: Phyl-
a nutritionally balanced meal at 11:30 a.m. Monday 1 p.m. Tuesdays lis DeRosier and Lois

Monday-Friday in Pine River and Crosslake, but

people must pick them up at the door at Heart-

land Apartments, 445 Snell Ave., in Pine River,
or have meals delivered by Meals on Wheels.
To order a meal or Meals on Wheels in Pine

River, call 218-587-2921. To

noon a day in advance or for Meals on Wheels in

Crosslake, call 218-692-4271.

The suggested voluntary donation is $5 per
meal for those over 60 and $8.50 for those

order a meal by

dessert.

under 60. Menus are subject to change.

Meals are served with bread, margarine and

low-fat milk.

BACKUS

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN
Hwy. 64 off Cass Co. #2
BACKUS CHURCH OF
THE NAZARENE
618 State Hwy 371 NW « PO Box 41
218-947-4243
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN (LCMS)
603 State Hwy 371 NW PO Box 12
218-947-4182 « www.emmanuelbackus.org
LAKESIDE BAPTIST
125 Church Lane « 218- 947-4955
www.lakesidebaptistchurch-backus.org
PINE MOUNTAIN GOSPEL
Located at the Old Backus School Building
218-838-1123

BRAINERD

AFLC GOOD SHEPHERD
FREE LUTHERAN
5878 Pine Beach Rd (CR 77), Brainerd
218-824-3052
www.goodshepherdfreelutheran.church
CHURCH ON THE WISE ROAD
10345 Wise Rd. 11 « 218-829-4673
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
2530 Johnson Rd
218-829-9005 « www.brainerdnaz.org
LIVING WORD NORTH
2389 Hwy 371 North « 218-829-0612
www.livingwordnorth.org
ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC
16898 Carlson Lake Rd « 218-828-7738

BREEZY POINT

EAGLES NEST
6714 County Road 11 « 218-568-5252
www.eaglesnestmn.org

Ham, scalloped potatoes, peas, dessert.

Tuesday

Pork roast, candied yam, broccoli, bar.

Wednesday

Taco salad, salsa and sour cream, corn chips,
fresh fruit, dessert.

Thursday

Spaghetti, lettuce salad with dressing, fruit,

Friday

Beef chili with beans, creamy coleslaw, corn

muffin, fresh orange, cookie.

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY
Breezy Point City Hall Community Room
218-829-7596

CROSSLAKE

CROSSLAKE CHRISTIAN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
13919 Cty Rd 36 « 218-692-4673
www.crosslakechristian.com
IMMACULATE HEART
35208 CR 37 « 218-692-3731
www.crosslakecatholic.com
MISSION OF THE CROSS
LUTHERAN (LCMS)
13716 CR 103 » 218- 692-4228
www.missionofthecross.org
CROSSLAKE
EVANGELICAL FREE
37218 County Rd 66
218-692-4141 « www.crosslakeefc.org
CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
35960 CR 66 * 218-692-3682
www.crosslakelutheran.com
CROSSLAKE PRESBYTERIAN
14444 Daggett Pine Road
218-692-4769
www.crosslakepresbyterian.org

Legion

won the door prize.

AREA CHURCHES

Pine River American

Tuesday, March 23
» Carol Furnstahl 2730,
Vern Wolkenhauer 2660,
John Holloway 2640, Don
Kruta 2610. Ken Schrupp

BRIDGE SCORES
Tuesday, March 23
Ideal Town Hall, 1 p.m.

HACKENSACK MERRIFIELD
HEARTLAND BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
4621 Birch Lake Rd NW « 218-675-6000 OF THE NAZARENE

Lighthouse
EVANGELICAL FREE
224 State 371 N » 218-675-5882
www.thelighthousehackensack.com
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
300 1st St N « 218-675-6101
seventh-dAy adventist
208 S. 1st Street » 218-675-5085
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
220 3rd St. » 218-675-6335
stpaulselcahackensack.org
UNION CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
401 Lake Ave. E + 218-675-6300
www.unioncchackensack

JENKINS

CHURCH OF GOD
218-851-3963
LEGACY CHURCH
33040 Aspenwood Drive * 612-300-5909
legacychurchmn@gmail.com

LAKE SHORE

EMILY

CORNERSTONE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
41563 Birchwood Dr., Emily

218-763-2939
ST. EMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH
218-763-2510
EMILY WESLEYAN CHURCH
40141 State Hwy 6 « 218-763-4673
www.emilywesleyan.com
EMILY UNITED METHODIST
39994 White Pine St « 218-763-2122

LIVING SAVIOR
LUTHERAN (LCMS)
8327 Interlachen Rd » 218-963-9733
www.livingsaviorchurch.org

LONGVILLE

LONGVILLE COMMUNITY
194 School Ln « 218-363-2750
www.longville.com/churches.html
SALEM LUTHERAN
1340 Cty Rd 5 + 218-363-2011
www.salemlongville.org

21704 County Rd 3 + 218-829-7536
hmerrifieldnazchurch.org

NISSWA

CHRIST COMMUNITY
24646 Hazelwood Drive « 218-963-2626
christcommunitychurchnisswa.com
LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE CROSS
5064 County Road 13
218-963-2564 « www.lccnisswa.org
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CATHOLIC
218-963-1119
www.ourladylakes.com
THE JOURNEY
5459 Co Rd 18, Nisswa * 218-963-2663
www.thejourneynisswa.org
TIMBERWOOD
23084 Hwy 371 « 218-967-8888
www.timberwoodchurch.org

PEQUOT LAKES

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN (LCMS)
30701 Patriot Ave. * 218-568-5668
GRACE UNITED METHODIST
29432 Patriot Ave. « 218-568-5755
www.graceumcpequotlakes.org
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN
30985 Front St » 218-568-4670
http://oursaviorspl.org
PEQUOT LAKES BAPTIST
30050 Rasmussen Road * 218-568-4794
www.plbconline.com
PLEASANT HILL COMMUNITY
3340 72nd St NW - 218-568-5289
ST. ALICE’S CATHOLIC
30918 Rasmussen Road * 218-568-4760
www.ourladylakes.com

Volkmuth £48.00, Chris
and Diana Brown £46.33
Ginny Hersey and Caro-
lyn Thompson 44.00
Lorraine Northagen anc
Shirley Gronholm 43.83
Deanna Dubel and Deannse
Frandsen 41.50.

Anyone interested ir
joining a bridge game car
call Jim Thompson at 218-
543-4688.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Tiny Sprouts Daycare * 218-515-0969
www.mnnuuf.org
HOUSE OF PRAYER, INC.
120 Brown St » 218-587-2613
JUBILEE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Meets at the Senior Center
218-562-5664

PINE RIVER

BAPTIST
CR 2 - 2 blocks W of 371 + 218-587-2684
FAITH ASSEMBLY OF GOD
510 First St N « 218-587-2109
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
10973 County Rd 1 + 218-543-4878
FIRST LUTHERAN ELCA
309 N 2nd St » 218-587-2316
Maple Hill Lutheran
3986 44th St SW « 218-270-3016
MILDRED BIBLE CHAPEL
218-587-2562
OUR LADY OF LOURDES
CATHOLIC CHURCH
203 2nd St N + 218-587-4203
www.ourladylakes.com
PINE RIVER UNITED
METHODIST
348 Barclay Ave * 218-587-4091
RIVERVIEW
310 Norway Avenue « 218-587-2021
riverviewchurchpr.org
WHISPERING PINES
GOOD SAMARITAN CHAPEL
518 Jefferson Ave « 218-587-4423
WHITEFISH COMMUNITY
6876 CR 1+ 218-543-4878

OSSIPEE

OSSIPEE COMMUNITY
County Rd 3 & 109 « 218-829-3841

P2 PRCBuild

4326 E. Sibley » Pequot Lakes

218-568-4040
Nation’s largest supplier of building
materials to professional builders.

www.ubc.bz

Dr. Linda%ﬂ\};isp

Crosslake
218.692.1522

Toll Free
877.692.1522

Precision CNC Turning, Milling,
Lasercutting, Fabrication and Assembly

Phone (218) 568-8069 < Jenkins, MN

www.pineandlakes.com

Bethany
829-1407

Assisted Living « Skilled Nursing « Home Care
Retirement Apts. « Therapy Services « Hospice
« MEMORY CARE HOMES «
Woodland
829-1429
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N CASS ) suioine CBMIER Frwagme = T
Bank /7 COMPANY R Bif KLNEFUNERAL <zl
i INSURANCE i m§7’ P I"eta
\ . "Serving All Your Insurance Needs" | 218-568-8241 78 HOME . ‘ HEATING & AR
Banking, Insurance and Investments Hackensack Pine River 587-2067 Jay Kline, Director SM CONDITIONING
www.fnbnorth.com 675-6610 587-2374 Hwvy. 371 South, Pine River 692-2177
ffering a Christian
PEQUOT TOOL & o i ([l LINE RIVER
& M FG oy I N c. ECHO %JOLIRNAL R LA Pine River ......218-587-4463
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Member
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Pine River
587-4423

Breezy Point...218-562-4977
218-763-2666
218-746-3580
763-241-5266

www.pineriverstatebank.com

Funeral Home & Crematory
1-800-821-4755 « Brainerd




