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Before I address 
that question, 
maybe I should 

address another 
question: Is it ever 
wrong to go to church?

Based 
on this 
article’s 
title, I’m 
sure you 
can tell 
that I 
believe 
the 
answer 
is “yes,” 
otherwise 
I’d have 
changed 
the title. 

OK, so when is it 
wrong to go to church, 
and how can I know 
when that time has 
arrived?

The answer is 
when you see famine. 
“’Behold, the days are 
coming,’ declares the 
Lord GOD, ‘when I will 
send a famine on the 
land - not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing 
the words of the 
LORD.’” (Amos 8:11)

When a famine 
arrives, what must we 
do if we are to survive? 
Find greener pastures. 
Which we must also 
do if the church we 
are attending is no 
longer (or never was) 
preaching the word of 
the Lord.

“Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes 
from the mouth of 
God.” (Matthew 4:4)

As bread feeds our 
physical stomachs, the 
word of the Lord feeds 
our spiritual stomachs. 
It literally nourishes 
our souls and equips us 
to face the world, the 
flesh and the devil - 
who is no slouch when 
it comes to throwing 
incinerating darts at 
us. (Ephesians 6:16)

The word of the Lord 
is a lamp unto our 
feet and a light unto 
our path that helps 
us traverse in the 
darkness of this world. 
(Psalm 119:105)

And so, if the pulpit 
of our church has 
exchanged the protein-
rich beef patties for 
soy, it means it’s time 
to move on.

How do we detect 
soy-filled sermons? 
What do they look like?

They look like 
preaching tradition 
over truth, which 
is something Jesus 
had zero time for. 
(Matthew 15:1-20)

Another way to say 
this is, “preaching 
man’s thoughts 
over God’s,” and 

this comes in many, 
many ways. It comes 
as pushing man’s 
psychology over the 
Bible, man’s scientific 
understanding over 
the Bible, and man’s 
political understanding 
over the Bible, which 
comes in both red and 
blue colors.

It doesn’t even have 
to be teaching that 
opposes the Bible’s, 
but teaching something 
the Bible doesn’t 
actually teach, which is 
something God is not 
at all amused by.

“I warn everyone 
who hears the words 
of the prophecy of 
this book: if anyone 
adds to them, God 
will add to him the 
plagues described in 
this book.” (Revelation 
22:18)

Even if a church 
is preaching God’s 
Word, more or less, 
but they’ve wrapped 
a political flag around 
the cross, or any other 
kind of flag for that 
matter, what they’ve 
done is baked poison 
into the bread - and 
if you eat poisoned 
bread, it’s not going to 
leave you any better off 
than starving.

Which means it’s 
time to find new 
pastures. What kind of 
pastures?

Pastures where the 
entire word of the Lord 
is faithfully proclaimed 
in its proper context, 
and not just the 
culturally expedient 
parts that make us feel 
good. Pastures where 
the word of the Lord is 
practiced, which means 
holding leadership 
accountable to 1 
Timothy 3 and Titus 1, 
and the congregants 
accountable to 
Matthew 18 - 
regardless of how long 
they’ve attended or 
how much they give.

Pastures where they 
live in the expectancy 
of Christ’s return 
as they seek to save 
the lost by faithfully 
proclaiming the gospel 
outside of its four 
walls.

And then once 
you’ve found that, 
settle in and feast 
upon the word of the 
Lord, which is able to 
nourish and save your 
soul.

“Then Jesus 
declared, ‘I am the 
bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will 
never go hungry, and 
whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty.’” 
(John 6:35)

Zach Broom is pastor at Eagles 
Nest Church in Breezy Point.

When it’s 
wrong to go 
to church

Nisswa church 
to host outdoor 
worship service 
June 19

NISSWA — Luther-
an Church of the Cross 
in Nisswa will hold its 
first outdoor worship 
of the summer at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, June 19, in 

the Memorial Garden, 
weather permitting.

Bring a chair or blan-
ket. All are welcome!

The 9 a.m. service will 
be held in the sanctuary 
and streamed online.

Check www.lccniss-
wa.org and the church’s 
Facebook page for 
updates.

HACKENSACK — Raffle tickets 
are available at local businesses for 
the 16th annual Faith in Action for 
Cass County 2022 fundraiser raffle.

The grand prize is a 2022 Polaris 
Ranger 570 with a Karavan Trail-
er. The machine and trailer will 
be on display at area businesses 
throughout the raffle period.

The second-place prize is $1,000 
cash and the third-place prize is 
a $500 gift card from Hackensack 
Lumber and Do It Best Hardware.

Tickets are available individually 
or in packets of eight. The raffle 
drawing will be held Thursday, 

Nov. 10, at the Faith in Action office 
in Hackensack.

This year 17 additional prizes 
are available, all of which were 
donated by area businesses, 
including Tianna Country Club, 
Portage Brewery and Piggy’s BBQ, 
all in Walker; Full Stringer Bait in 
Longville; Godfrey’s and Long Pine 
Store & Pizza in Backus; South-
side Station, Mark’s Market, Ren-
dezvous Brewery, Woman Lake 
Lodge, Birchwood Char House and 
Swanson’s Bait, all in Hackensack; 
Clem’s Hardware in Cass Lake; and 
the Pine River Family Market and 

Bites Grill and Bar in Pine River.
Faith in Action used more than 

$27,000 in proceeds from the 2021 
raffle to deliver direct services to 
people in need.

To buy tickets, visit www.
faithinactioncass.com for a list of 
participating businesses. Call Faith 
in Action for Cass County at 218-
675-5435 or 1-866-675-5435 for
information about getting help or 
volunteering. Volunteer trainings 
are being scheduled for June and 
July.

Faith in Action kicks off annual fundraiser raffle

500 SCORES
1 p.m. Tuesdays
Pine River American 

Legion
Tuesday, June 

Bill Ellis 4120, Ron 
Kriewald 3810, Edie Wat-
son 3700, Les Dupont 

2980. Don Kruta won the 
door prize.

BRIDGE SCORES
1 p.m. Thursdays
Ideal Town Hall
Thursday, June 9
Duplicate

Enga Wodziak and 
Emily Schuldt 79.50, 
Shirley Rhinehart and 
Clare Fulton 74, Larry 
Fleer and Donna Fleer 
74, Lorraine Northagen 
and Shirley Gronholm 
71.50, Eric Hanson and 

Mary De Hanson 70.
Noon Fridays
Crosslake Community

Center
Friday, June 10

Bill Herrick 4790, 
Donna Fleer 3570, Ruth 
Soby 3380.

PINE RIVER — The Senior Nutri-
tion Program offers a nutritionally 
balanced meal for all people and is 
open again for in-person dining. 
Masks are no longer mandatory.

Meals are served at 11:30 a.m. 
Monday-Friday at the Heartland 
Apartments, 445 Snell Ave., in 
Pine River.

The suggested voluntary dona-
tion is $5 per meal for those over 
60 and $8.50 for those under 60.

To make a reservation, call 218-
587-2921.

Menus are subject to change. 
Meals are served with low-fat 
milk.

June 20-24
Monday: Chicken fried steak 

with gravy, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, green beans, bread with 
margarine, dessert.

Tuesday: Baked chicken, 
baked potato with sour cream, 

Italian blend, bread with marga-
rine, dessert.

Wednesday: Lasagna, Cali-
fornia Normandy, peaches, bread-
stick, dessert.

Thursday: Chicken salad, 
croissant, coleslaw, tropical fruit, 
dessert.

Friday: Beef chili with beans, 
romaine salad with dressing, 
cornbread with margarine, pears, 
dessert.
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