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A SPECIAL PUBLICATION FOR VETERANS DAY
- HONORING ALL SERVICE MEMBERS -

Publishes in the Brainerd Dispatch and Echo Journal Nov. 10
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By Travis Grimler
Echo Journal

Discussion of a splash 
pad in Pequot Lakes 
has been on the back-
burner for years, but it’s 
likely when the coun-
cil convenes to discuss 
whether to officially 
declare their stance on 
the project, possibly in 
October, they will likely 
have a generally posi-
tive impression of the 
project following a Sept. 
21 informational meet-
ing at the Cole Memo-
rial Building. Even so, if 
the council reaches an 
agreement based on the 
meeting they will likely 
delay any decisions on 
how to fund the project 
in hopes that funds may 
come from somewhere 
other than the levy.

After a presenta-
tion by Jeff Corniea of 
Commercial Recreation 
Specialists on the con-
struction, maintenance 
and benefits of com-
munity splash pads, a 
majority of the business 
owners and community 
members present raised 

their hands to indi-
cate that they believe 
Pequot Lakes could 
benefit from a splash 
pad. Those who raised 
their hands to indicate 
otherwise were quick 
to clarify that they are 
not opposed to a splash 
pad, but that they would 
not approve of any levy 
increases to pay for the 
estimated $188,600 
construction and annual 
$28,500 water, insur-
ance, maintenance and 
testing costs. The city 
would charge itself for 
water service to avoid 
increasing the water fee 
for those on city water.

The city is projected 
to lower its tax rate with 
the 2022 budget, a sav-
ings which included 
sometimes contentious 
negotiations with dif-
ferent department heads 
including the police and 
fire department, which 
members of the crowd 
referenced several times 
throughout the ques-
tion and answer por-
tion of the meeting. The 
city removed the public 

works director position 
from the city payroll as 
well as legal fees and 
travel costs for admin-
istration and P&Z, police 
conferences and street 
signals and signs. Some 
said they didn’t see how 
the council could con-
sider increasing the levy 
to pay for a splash pad 

while cutting from more 
essential services.

Mayor Tyler Gard-
ner disagreed with the 
statements that city 
departments don’t have 
the equipment they need 
to do their jobs. Gard-
ner also explained that 
they weren’t holding 
the meeting to advocate 

for the splash pad, but 
the project has been on 
the docket for discus-
sion for literal years and 
the council decided they 
needed to get commu-
nity input so that a deci-
sion can finally be made 
on whether to pursue it.

PL homecoming court announced

PL splash pad interest gauged
Travis Grimler / Echo Journal

Lilly Kroeger and Joey Kroeger make smores at the Crosslake Corps of Engineers Campground at Saturday’s Crosslake Days celebration.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention on Thursday 
authorized booster shots 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine for 
specific populations.

Those now eligible for 
a booster include: peo-
ple aged 65 and older 
and residents of long-
term-care facilities; 
people aged 50-64 with 
underlying medical con-
ditions that make them 
especially susceptible to 
severe COVID-19; people 
aged 18-49 with spe-
cific medical conditions, 
based on an assessment 
of their individual ben-
efits and risks; and people 
in the 18-64 age group 
who are at increased risk 
for COVID-19 exposure 
and transmission based 
on their occupational or 
institutional settings.

On Wednesday, the 
United States Food and 
Drug Administration 
amended its emergency 
use authorization for the 
Pfizer vaccine, allowing 
for a single booster dose 
to be administered at least 
six months after comple-
tion of the initial series.

At Essentia Health, 
planning for this next 
phase began weeks ago. In 
accordance with guidance 
from the FDA and CDC, 
members of the specified 
populations who are at 
least six months removed 
from their second dose 
of the Pfizer vaccine can 
receive a booster.

Separate from the 
booster approval, the 
FDA and CDC previous-
ly had approved a third 
dose of mRNA vaccine — 
Pfizer or Moderna — for 
moderately to severely 
immunocompromised 
people as soon as 28 days 
after their second shot.

Essentia offering
COVID boosters to
qualifying people

Vaccination 
boosters 
available

Homecoming Week kicks 
off at Pequot Lakes begin-
ning on Monday, Oct. 4.

Festivities begin with 
the coronation of the 
Homecoming king and 
queen in the high school 
auditorium at 6 p.m. on 
Monday evening. Nic 
Kotaska, Wade Loef-
fler, Hunter Johnson, Eli 
Jorgens and Sam Rysavy 
are the seniors vying 
for homecoming king.  

Splash pad support may depend on funding options

Travis Grimler / Echo Journal
The Pequot Lakes City Council has been sitting on deciding whether to continue 
to pursue a splash pad for years, but on Sept. 21 the city held a meeting to get 
community input to make that decision.
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A TOAST TO FALL A TOAST TO FALL 
IN CROSSLAKEIN CROSSLAKE

Dan Determan / Echo Journal

Ciera Wheeler, Sonja Palmer, Maya Orvis and Brionna Mykkanen. Back row: 

King, queen set 
to be crowned 
Monday, Oct. 4


