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THANK YOU

On behalf of the Rotary Action Group
Against Slavery Board, I want to thank
you for your continued support of our
mission to connect, empower and equip
Rotarians to engage their communities to
eradicate all forms of Modern
Slavery/Human Trafficking, locally and
globally. 

With your support RAGAS continues to
grow! Our efforts to increase connecting
with you more has resulted in increasing
our membership, coordinators and
ambassadors in over six continents. The
RAGAS Community Awareness &
Prevention Education (CAPE) Strategic
Action Plan and toolbox we created has
helped to equip Rotarians in how to
engage their own communities.
Equipping and empowering our clubs
and districts in applying for grants has
increased diverse and successful projects
all over the world.




Dave McCleary, RAGAS Global Chair

We recognize your commitment to
Rotary’s purpose “Service Above Self”. As
leaders in the fight against modern
slavery/human trafficking, we draw
inspiration from your commitment, your
on-going work and your willingness to
stand up for humankind and the
generations to come. 

Your projects within your Rotary
clubs/districts and your inspiring attitude
bring hope to all of us know we are
working together to address the most
important issue of our time. 
 
May the year 2022 illustrate a common
purpose and resolve, and may each of you
enjoy the joy of family, friends and
colleagues as we work together in the
fight to end modern slavery/human
trafficking. 
 
Save the date January 25th at 9am EST.
RAGAS will be hosting a three panel
webinar discussing: Education/Prevention;
Health Care; and Supply Chain/ESG. More
details to follow soon. 
 
In Rotary Service,
 
 
Dave McCleary
Global Chair Rotary Action Group Against
Slavery 
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RI COUNCIL ON

RESOLUTIONS APPROVE

HISTORIC ANTI-HUMAN

TRAFFICKING RESOLUTION 

A historic vote was taken on November
1st, 2021, by the RI Council on
Resolutions. Please see below the RI
Council on Resolutions approved
resolution submitted by IA District 6000. 

Just over a year ago, this resolution was
drafted and submitted to District 6000
by Dr. George Belitsos, Rotary Club of
Ames and vice-chair of RAGAS. 

Subsequently, the district resolution was
voted on by all 67 District 6000 Clubs.
Early this year the full Board of Directors
of District 6000 approved and submitted
the resolution to the RI Council on
Resolutions.




George Belitsos, RAGAS Board Member

On November 1, 2021, Resolution 21R-28
(proposed by District 6000 USA) passed
the RI Council on Resolutions by a
margin of 318 in favor and 151 in
opposition.

This resolution is now headed to the RI
Board of Directors for their April 2022
meeting. If this resolution is approved by
the RI Board of Directors, it will be a
major step forward in efforts to engage
Rotary Clubs worldwide in the fight
against human trafficking/modern slavery.

If the RI Board of Directors approves the
resolution, it will be only the second time
that the RI Board of Directors has made a
written public policy stand in support of
Rotary human trafficking/modern slavery
engagement. The first such policy
statement took place in 2013 when Mark
Little of the United Kingdom founded the
Rotary Action Group Against Slavery upon
the approval of the RI Board of Directors. 

RAGAS believes that Rotary is uniquely
positioned to end human trafficking
through its ability to pull communities
together for a common humanitarian
purpose. 

RAGAS global chair, Dave McCleary is
working hard to educate and inform the
RI Board of Directors about this growing
crime against humanity and thereby the
importance of RI adopting resolution 21R-
28, which can be found here in its
entirety.

https://my-cms.rotary.org/it/system/files/cor/28File%20005-R-D.pdf
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UPDATED RESCUE STICKER

The Rotary Club of Ames, Iowa joined
forces with the Iowa Network Against
Human Trafficking to create this rescue
sticker. The 6-3 inch stickers are now
being posted statewide primarily by
District 6000 Rotary Clubs. There are
both English and Spanish stickers. 

Many countries have national hotlines for
reporting suspected human trafficking
and for victims to call for help. RAGAS
encourages Rotarians everywhere to
consider creating and distributing your
own rescue stickers. 

To date, over 10,000 stickers have been
posted in Iowa for more information or
questions, contact RAGAS Board member
George Belitsos at
gbelitsos55@gmail.com.

We challenge other clubs worldwide to
take up similar "Rescue Sticker" projects
of their own! 

George Belitsos, RAGAS Board Member

INTERNATIONAL COOKBOOK

FOR HER FUTURE

A great gift or stocking stuffer! With
proceeds all going to help trafficking
survivors and at-risk girls and women.

The Rotary Club of Falmouth, Cape Cod
has just sponsored the reprinting of an
International cookbook which can be
purchased for just $20 to support Her
Future Coalition (skills based training and
education of brothel trafficking survivors
in Nepal, to prevent them from being re-
trafficked due to lack of employment
options). The cookbook has a lot of
educational material on modern slavery
and ways that it is being combatted. 

Follow THIS LINK to purchase one (in the
USA only due to shipping costs)
or Venmo to
@FALMOUTHROTARYCLUBCC which is
Falmouth Rotary Club of Cape Cod 
with a corresponding email to
msrobinsinger@gmail.com to arrange for
free shipping.

Checks can also be sent and
arrangements for free shipping made
through msrobinsinger@gmail.com

Robin Singer, RAGAS Member

mailto:gbelitsos55@gmail.com
https://shop.herfuturecoalition.org/collections/prints-stationery
mailto:msrobinsinger@gmail.com
mailto:msrobinsinger@gmail.com
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1/16/2022 Los Angeles Seeds of Hope 5K: Register HERE
1/21/2022 San Diego End Human Trafficking Summit: Register HERE
1/22/2022 San Francisco Planting the Seeds of Hope: Register HERE 
1/29/2022 Sacramento Seeds of Hope Walk: Register HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seeds-of-hope-ca-rotary-human-trafficking-prevention-5k-runwalk-tickets-216044955277
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ending-human-trafficking-in-san-diego-a-collaborative-summit-tickets-214384799707?utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://bit.ly/3pTw22F
https://www.3strandsglobalfoundation.org/event-details/https:/www.3strandsglobalfoundation.org/event-details/
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TRAGAST PREVENTION

TRAINING

Thailand RAGAS Team (TRAGAST) is
working with Dr. Sombat Tapanya and his
Peace Culture Foundation to give training
designed to prevent children from being
trapped in sex human trafficking. 

Great support has been provided by
Rotary Club Henry the Lion in Germany. 

On 30 and 31 October a two-day online
seminar was presented to 50 participants
including school administrators, Chiang
Mai University psychology students,
teachers, law enforcement and an
attorney. 

Their “homework” assignment is to create
a program that will contribute to the
prevention of child human trafficking.
Seminars are also being conducted on 21
and 28 November. Previous trainings
were conducted in May and July. 

Peace Culture Foundation is working with
psychology majors at Chiang Mai
University. Topics covered include
bullying, sexual violence, awareness of
pedophiles and sociopaths. Over 120
school officials have been reached and
more training is being planned.

The newly announced RAGAS Community
Awareness & Prevention Education
(CAPE) program is being studied and will
certainly improve our ability to
Community Awareness and Prevention
Work in The Thailand region. 

Jerry Nelson, RAGAS Board Member

RCEHT/TRAGAST

LIBRARIES

There are now 8 portable lending
libraries throughout the Chiang Mai area.

Their purpose is to raise
awareness in the community. TRAGAST
has decided to purchase copies of the
new book “Where Were You? – A Profile of
Modern Slavery” by Matt Friedman for our
libraries. It is the perfect introduction to
the Human Trafficking situation.

Our long-term plan is to expand the idea
to other communities. If you are
interested, please know that
all you need is a willing Rotary Club to
proceed. 

We are more than happy to share our
experience and provide any assistance
getting started. Please contact Rtn
Raphael Djemal (delshar56@gmail.com)
or PP Jerry Nelson
(jnelson.ragas@gmail.com).

Jerry Nelson, RAGAS Board Member
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TRAGAST PUBLIC

INFORMATION /

AWARENESS MEETINGS

We will host a series of talks by Rotary
and Human Trafficking experts, our
intention is to raise awareness and
hopefully gain active members. 

PDG Andre Suharto will be our guest
speaker on 6 December. He is the Rotary
Regional Public Image Coordinator (Zone
10B & 10C) and Chairman, District 3310
Learning & Development (D-LEAD)
Committee. 

PDG Andre’s topic will be ‘New Channels,
New Audiences for TRAGAST.’  

Those interested in growing Rotary,
RAGAS, and the TRAGAST will want to
make a point of attending.  

Click here to join the meeting.

Topic: TRAGAST Meeting
Time: Dec 6, 2021, 08:30 AM Bangkok
Meeting ID: 884 7917 0461
Passcode: 440215

Jerry Nelson, RAGAS Board Member

FORWARD PLANNING 

TRAGAST members are working to
expand the team and at the same time to
gain support from Rotary Districts and
Clubs outside of Thailand with the long-
term goal being to provide prevention
awareness campaigns and training
throughout Thailand. 

Please contact Thailand Coordinator PDG
Chamnan Chanruang
(chamnanxyz@gmail.com) or Thailand
Co-Coordinator/RAGAS board member PP
Jerry Nelson (jnelson.ragas@gmail.com)
for further information. 

Jerry Nelson, RAGAS Board Member

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND

SLAVERY IN THAILAND

Anti-human trafficking and slavery is a
major focus of Rotary. It is recognized as
the major human disaster of our times. As
polio nears eradication, the focus is
centering on human trafficking and
slavery, particularly as it applies to
children.

Polio ravages the body but trafficking
and slavery ravages both the body and
the soul. We can and must put an end to
this horrific crippling disease. If we do
not act decisively, we will be complacent
in increasing the profits of the traffickers
and destroying the lives of the victims.

Carol Acosta, Rotary Club of Mae Cham
/ TRAGAST Member

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88479170461?pwd=UURBWUs2dm1JeStCaWkrc1B3dVRrQT09
mailto:chamnanxyz@gmail.com
mailto:jnelson.ragas@gmail.com
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 Human trafficking and slavery are not
“nice”. They comprise an insidious, evil,
and nasty business.
 Every country in the world has human
trafficking and slavery. Some people
are used for sex and others as cheap   
 labor in sweat shops. All are victims.
There are 40,000,000 slaves in the
world today, more than at any other
time in history. (As reported in 2016)
Human trafficking is the 2nd largest
business in the world, second only to
illicit drugs. Often the two overlap.
The poor and disenfranchised are the
most vulnerable, but trafficking does
not discriminate on the basis of
education, income, race, religion or
age. Anyone may be ensnared.
The cost of a slave today as compared
to that of a slave in the US when
slavery was legal, is vastly different.
Then, the cost of a slave was
approximately the equivalent of   
 $40,000.00. A slave was valuable
property and worth keeping healthy. 

 Here are some facts that may surprise
many of you. 

Today, a person can be purchased for
next to nothing and is thus disposable.
If one becomes ill, so what, he or she is
easily replaceable. Those on fishing
boats may be simply thrown
overboard.
Disasters such as earthquakes, fires,
floods etc. always increase the
availability of victims. 
The current Covid pandemic definitely
has increased trafficking. Children are
often separated from their parents and
families during disasters and thus
more vulnerable. 
The disenfranchised and those lacking
Thai ID are natural targets as they have
limited resources for employment and
often desperate for work.
Thailand, because of its location, is a
natural hub for trafficking.
Traffickers may be strangers, teachers
and even family members.
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 We, in Thailand, have the opportunity of
establishing a program to attack the
problem. What will we do and how will
we do it? Education of children as well as
adults, is the key.  

It will involve education departments and
NGOs from Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and
Myanmar. We will work through
education departments to train teachers
about trafficking. They in turn will teach
children how to avoid situations where
they are vulnerable to traffickers, to
recognize the warning signs and what to
do if approached by possible traffickers.

The NGOs will assist in the training and in
providing expertise and materials for
workshops. We must involve leaders in all
the Tribal communities as they often have
many undocumented victims.

This process must begin when children
are fairly young as, unfortunately, the
young are the least able to protect
themselves and often, especially desirable
to those seeking children for sex.



TAKE ACTION

Become a RAGAS member from here. 
Donate to RAGAS, or organisations working on ending modern slavery.
Contact your local Coordinator to volunteer for RAGAS.  
Invite a RAGAS speaker to your local club meeting talking about modern
slavery.
Initiate a Global Grant project to fight against modern slavery. 
Engage with Rotary clubs that dedicates to ending modern slavery,
including District 5950 Rotary eClub to End Human Trafficking and District
5710 Rotary eClub of Community Action Against Human Trafficking.     

We are not defined by who we are, but by our actions. To contribute to ending
modern slavery, you can: 
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RAGAS SOCIAL MEDIA

You can receive the information by
following us on social media!
 

RAGAS communication
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- RAGAS Facebook
- RAGAS LinkedIn
- RAGAS Twitter 
- RAGAS Instagram
- RAGAS YouTube 

  

https://ragas.online/membership-2/membership/
https://ragas.online/contact-us/coordinators/
https://endhtrotaryclub.org/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/16195/page/showhomepage
https://www.facebook.com/ragascentral
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rotary-action-group-aginst-slavery/
https://twitter.com/ragascentral
https://twitter.com/ragascentral
https://www.instagram.com/rotary_antislavery/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPW-4YhhE1fmd6hrBOs709g

