
Ten Children’s Novels for Adults  

(or kids from age 10-100+) 

By Tracy Larrabee 

Kate and I put our heads together and selected these 10 children’s novels for adults, 
which we have read and enjoyed as much as any grown-up novel out there.  I listened 
to most of them on audio, and Kate read them in print, and we believe that whatever 
way you read them, you will agree!  They are all award-winning titles, and are also great 
read-alouds for parents to enjoy with their children. 

The Penderwicks Series by Jeanne Birdsall 

Brilliantly funny and deeply sentimental, this 5 book family saga takes place in real time 
from 2005, to the final book being published in 2018. The story follows four sisters 
growing up in a Massachusetts town and their widowed father, including various pets 
and friends, throughout their life as young children, and later as young adults. Filled with 
adventures, mishaps and sibling rivalry, the main theme centers around the loving 
relationships between family and friends, and is reminiscent of Little Women. 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

In this modern fantasy novel, a newborn baby girl is torn from her mother’s hands and 
delivered on the Day of Sacrifice to the edge of the woods where the evil old witch lives. 
However, the witch is good and kind, and adopts the baby, who she names Luna.  One 
evening, Luna’s grandmother finds her drinking moonlight, which will cause her to have 
extraordinary magical powers. As she becomes an older child, she will go on a quest to 
find her truth and belonging. When the forces of good and evil battle for power, 
discoveries will be made, and you will be on the edge of your seat until the final page. 

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker-Bradley 

Our story takes place in England during WWII, and is told in the first person by Ada, a 9 
year old girl with a club foot, who is kept prisoner in her home by her abusive mother. 
This is a multi-layered story of a brother and sister who flee London for a more remote 
and safe location during the war. They are taken in by a single woman, thrive, survive 
bombings, administer first aid to Dunkirk survivors, and capture a spy. This beautifully 
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written book is a history lesson, a survival story, a love story, and a book about hope. 
The sequel, The War I Finally Won, is equally as wonderful.  

The Magician’s Elephant by Kate DiCamillo 

A young boy named Peter decides to use his guardian’s food money to meet with a 
fortune teller, who tells him that his sister lives, and that the elephant will help him to 
find her. Meanwhile, a magician is giving a grand performance when he recites an 
incantation which will cause an elephant to fall through the ceiling. In a nearby 
orphanage, Adele is dreaming about the elephant coming to save her. Living in Peter’s 
building is a helpful police officer, who is a father figure, and helps Peter to meet the 
important pachyderm. Tears will be shed as all our characters come together to save 
each other. This is a beautiful, dreamy, story about love, sacrifice and determination. An 
added treat are illustrations by Yoko Tanaka. 

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly 

Calpurnia Tate is a young girl in 1899, living in Texas during a rather hot summer, a 
sister to 6 brothers, and making every attempt possible to convince her mother that 
embroidery and other talents that girls should master are not for her.  As often as she 
can, Callie escapes to the outdoors with her grandfather who is a naturalist, and former 
corresponder with Charles Darwin. Together they will make a startling discovery, and 
we will root her on as an early scientist of the female persuasion. The sequel, The 
Curious World of Calpurnia Tate, is as gratifying as this debut novel. 

The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry 

Four young children are abandoned by their horrendous and darkly narcissistic parents, 
and left in a home to fend for themselves.  When their parents put their home up for sale 
from afar, the kids devise some wild and crazy plans to scare unsuspecting buyers 
away.  A wonderful housekeeper will enter the picture to care for them, a young boy in 
Switzerland will come upon the evil parents and find the truth of his own life, and baby 
Jane will have a happy ending, as well. Filled with gasping moments and unbelievable 
characters, the humor in this story is darkly funny. Published in 2008, this book has 
recently been made into a Netflix movie.  

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Stargirl Caraway walks to the beat of her own drum.  She has even created her own 
name.  When she arrives as a new student at Mica High School, she is initially a big hit 
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with her classmates for her unusual style and unique individualism. A boy named Leo is 
immediately smitten by her sparkle and beautiful smile.  But when the students turn on 
her, Leo will become conflicted and suggest she assimilates to a more “normal” lifestyle. 
To find out how their relationship turns out, you will need to read the sequel, Love, 
Stargirl. Beautifully descriptive and sentimental. 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

Based on a true story of a gorilla who was kept for 27 years, along with several other 
animals in a zoo at a mall, Ivan is simply existing until a baby elephant named Ruby 
comes to join the group. Memories of his life before the zoo will come back to him. He 
finds support with his friends Stella the caretaker and Bob the dog, and has a penchant 
for making paintings, which will help to bring his story to the public eye. We will root for 
justice and enjoy added information about the real-life story.  A new book called The 
One and Only Bob was published on May 5, 2020.  Lovely illustrations by Patricia 
Castelao. 

The Wanderer by Sharon Creech 

Thirteen year old Sophie convinces her three uncles to take her along on a sailing trip to 
England with her two male cousins. Her natural attraction to the sea and her ability to 
sail become a catalyst for her success on board. Her place within her family has many 
secrets and unknowns, and she is determined to find a grandfather in England who she 
remembers from her young childhood. This is a beautiful coming of age story filled with 
many emotional moments, and expertly detailed descriptions of the adventure. I have 
been reading Sharon Creech for 20 years, and can recommend all her novels as 
intriguing adult reads.  

The Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling 

I’m sure you have all heard about Harry Potter, and know the basic premise of the 
books. A baby boy survives a terrible attack that kills his magical parents and leaves 
him with a scar in the shape of a lightning bolt on his head. Taken in by his horribly 
unkind aunt and uncle, when he comes of age at 11 years old, a letter arrives inviting 
him to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. In this 7 book series, Harry and his 
friends will battle the dark wizards led by “he who shall not be named.” The kids get 
older and the themes get darker and the books are impossible to put down. Written for 
children and young adults, the complicated themes and characters are rather adult, and 
remind me of the detailed characters and intertwined plots in Dickens’ novels. In my 
opinion, there is no greater literary series in the world. 
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