
Policy Analysis & Strategy Options
THE MOST SERIOUS MISTAKES ARE NOT BEING MADE AS  A  RESULT OF WRON G 
ANSWERS.  THE TRULY DANGEROUS THING IS  ASKING THE WRONG QUESTION.

- -PETER F.  DRUCKER
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What we won’t 
discuss tonight:

MEDICARE BILLING

HOW MEDICARE FEE STRUCTURE AFFECTS 
OTHER INSURANCE FEE STRUCTURES
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Why Discuss Medicare 
Inclusion for Licensed 
Acupuncturists Now?

How Did We Get Here?

Acupuncture for Chronic Low 
Back Pain is Now Covered for 
Medicare Beneficiaries

L.Acs cannot bill Medicare 
directly & must have some form 
of  supervision by physician, 
nurse practitioner/clinical nurse 
specialist or physician assistant



Why didn’t we fight
this? Wait…we did.

During a Public Call for Commentary 

Your National Association 

American Society of  Acupuncturists (ASA) put out a 

Call to Action with defined language for changes 

Reference: ASA July 2019

https://www.asacu.org/wp-content/uploads/CMS-Commentary_ASA_July-2019.pdf


VIEW PUBLIC 
COMMENTARY
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The Results: The Language DID CHANGE
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To Enroll or 
Not Enroll? Are 
We Beholden 
To Medicare?



If  Never 
Enrolled: Can  I 
TREAT 
Medicare 
Beneficiaries?

Yes…ABN 
Stands for CYB



The Chiropractor’s Point of  View
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Current Legislation: HR 
1183 Acupuncture for 
our Heroes & Seniors



Important: 
Here is Where You Are Defined in the Bill

A practitioner described in this subparagraph is any of  the following:

(i) A physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or clinical nurse specialist (as defined in section 
1861(aa)(5)).

(ii) A certified registered nurse anesthetist (as defined in section 1861(bb)(2)).

(iii) A certified nurse-midwife (as defined in section 1861(gg)(2)).

(iv) A clinical social worker (as defined in section 1861(hh)(1)).

(v) A clinical psychologist (as defined by the Secretary for purposes of  section 1861(ii)).

(vi) A registered dietitian or nutrition professional.



Medicare Inclusion: Beyond Billing



Medicare Inclusion: Beyond Billing
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Medicare Inclusion: 
Beyond Billing

◦ Community 
Mental Health 
Centers 
(CMHCs)

◦ Comprehensiv
e Outpatient 
Rehabilitation 
Facilities 
(CORFs)

◦ Critical 
Access 
Hospitals 
(CAHs)

◦ End-Stage 
Renal Disease 
(ESRD) 
Facilities

◦ Federally 
Qualified 

Health 
Centers 
(FQHCs)

◦ Home Health 
Agencies 
(HHAs)

◦ Hospice 
Organizations

◦ Hospitals

◦ Indian Health 
Service (IHS) 
Facilities

◦ Organ 
Procurement 
Organizations

◦ Opioid 
Treatment 
Programs 
(OTPs)*

◦ Outpatient 
Physical 
Therapy/Occ
upational 
Therapy/Spee
ch Pathology 
Services

◦ Religious 
Non-Medical 
Health Care 
Institutions

◦ Rural Health 
Clinics 
(RHCs)

◦ Skilled 
Nursing 
Facilities 
(SNFs)
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Legislation Efforts 
Made Easier With 
Inclusion & 
Definition in 
Social Security Act
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Don’t forget about the patients who need us…
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Current 
Advocacy 
Efforts
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CURRENT 
LOBBYING 
EFFORTS

2019
Disclosures:

2019 Disclosures:

Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4

Codes: MMM (Medicare/Medicaid) & HCR (Health Issues) & VET (Veterans Issues)

Q1: $10,000: Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to opioids.

Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to help combat opioid abuse

https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/ld/ldxmlrelease/2019/Q1/301034762.xml

Q2: $10,000: Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to help combat opioid 
abuse. Lobbied around H.R. 1182, Acupuncture for Our Heroes Act, and H.R. 1183, Acupuncture for Heroes and Seniors Act.

https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/ld/ldxmlrelease/2019/Q2/301054234.xml

Q3:$10,000 Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to opioids.

Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to help combat opioid abuse. Lobbied 
around H.R. 1182, Acupuncture for Our Heroes Act, and H.R. 1183, Acupuncture for Heroes and Seniors 
Act.https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/ld/ldxmlrelease/2019/3A/301129674.xml

Q4:$10,000 Code MMM: Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to opioids. 
H.R. 1182/S. 2914, Acupuncture for Our Heroes Act, and H.R. 1183, Acupuncture for Heroes and Seniors Act, H.R. 5172/S. 
3067, the Non-Opioids Prevent Addiction In the Nation Act Code HR: Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an 
alternative pain-management option to help combat opioid abuse.

Lobbied around H.R. 1182/S. 2914, Acupuncture for Our Heroes Act, and H.R. 1183, Acupuncture for Heroes and Seniors 
Act, H.R. 5172/S. 3067, the Non-Opioids Prevent Addiction In the Nation Act Code VET: H.R. 1182/S. 2914, Acupuncture 
for Our Heroes Act, and H.R. 1183, Acupuncture for Heroes and Seniors Act, H.R. 5172/S. 3067, the Non-Opioids Prevent 
Addiction In the Nation Act

https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/ld/ldxmlrelease/2019/Q4/301127064.xml

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KnOYa4L69Aw4AEeQYZHF4_urgSDz_-MIyIQlWncNsxQ/edit?usp=sharing
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CURRENT LOBBYING EFFORTS:
2020 Disclosures

Lobbying Disclosures 2020:

Q1: MMM, HC & VET Codes:

Advocate for increased access to acupuncture as an alternative pain-management option to opioids.

Lobbied:

H.R. 1182/S. 2914, Acupuncture for Our Heroes Act

H.R. 1183, Acupuncture for Heroes and Seniors Act

Legislative efforts to gain Medicare recognition for certified acupuncturists

Supported:

H.R. 5172/S. 3067, the Non-Opioids Prevent Addiction In the Nation Act

https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/ld/ldxmlrelease/2020/Q1/301175548.xml
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Questions?


