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GENESIS 17:1–7, 15–16 
This reading recounts God’s suprising gift of an everlasting covenant to Abram.  God 
also promises to bless Abram with numerous descendants even though he and his 
wife Sarai are in their nineties.  Such an astounding promise challenges their trust in 
God to provide.  Their new identity in relation to God ins signified by receiving new 
names (Abraham and Sarah), much like newly-baptized Christians as they become 
members of the new covenant community. 
 
PSALM 22:23–30 
Psalm 22 consists of a lament and a thanksgiving.  The psalmist describes his suffering 
and his trust in God.  The Lord has alswys been faithful to Israel and to him. 
 
ROMANS 4:13–25 
In chapter 4, Paul cites the examples of Abraham to prove that justification by faith is 
not contrary to the Old Testament.  In Judaism at that time, Abraham was held up as 
a model of righteousness through works.  Paul argues that Abraham’s faith, his 
readiness to believe and act upon God’s promise, put him in right relationship to 
God, apart from any works.  This righteousness is open to al – Jew and Gentile – who 
trust in God, regardless of whether they keep the law. 
 
MARK 8:31–38 
Today’s gospel begins with the first prediction of Jesus’s passion death and 
resurrection.  In Mark, the three predictions (831; 9:31; 10:33-34) are set into a 
common pattern: (1) prediction, (2) misunderstanding by the disciples, and (3) 
teaching on discipleship.  Peter offers Jesus the title of Messiah, “the Christ” (8:329).  
In Mark, the general expectation of the Messiah seems to be a political leader.  Jesus 
rejects this understanding.  Mark reiterates throughout his gospel that Jesus’s disciples 
cannot truly understand the meaning of Jesus as Messiah before, or apart from, the 
crucifixion. 
 


